
25/12/10 

Firstly, and most importantly, I must wish everyone , especially those 
who have contributed to the site over the last year , a very Merry 
Christmas! Take care in the snow!  

 

Arriva North East  have repainted Optare Solo 2505 (Y296PDN) into the 
inter-urban livery, as illustrated by Steven Hodgson. He also illustrates the 
transfer of Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1696 (M186YKA) to Jesmond. Optare 
Prisma 3007 (N807XHN) seems to be having something of a swansong as 
the last of its type, having recently operated from Stockton and Durham (the 
latter using it on the X1/X2!) before retuning to Redcar. Chris Clegg kindly 
illustrates former Lynx 5018 (J658UHN), still going strong with Tanat Valley. 
Scania N113 / East Lancs N391OTY is currently for sale via Used Coach 
Sales of Warrington. 

 

The latest movements listed on the Go North East  website show that SPDs 
8159/60/2 (S359/60/2ONL) have been reinstated temporarily to Hexham, 
Winlaton and Gateshead, respectively, while sisters 8171/2 (S371/2ONL) are 
also at Winlaton and 8165/74 (S365/74ONL) are withdrawn. Following the 
loss of some National Express diagrams, Volvo B12M / Plaxton 7086-
9(JCN822, FCU190, 524FUP, 574CPT) have been reregistered 
NA52RNE/MZ, NJ53AAF/E. It is worthy of note that 7086/7 have not reverted 
to their original NA52WVY/Z. 7086/8/9, plus Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7085 
(Y785MFT) are now being transferred to the South coast. MPDs 609-11 
(W769URP, KV51KZL/K) have been returned to their lessors. Lee Wardle 
reports that SPDs 8208/9 (V208/9ERG) are now red, while Steven Hodgson 
illustrates that Scania Omnicity 5252 (NK56KHY) is now in Coaster cream. 
Steven also illustrates Go North East's final Leyland in service - Olympian 
3949 (H589EGU), which has recently gained a full colour (for numerals) LED 
destination screen. 



 

Chris Redpath kindly provides the latest movements from Stagecoach North 
East . Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20273/91/6 (M273KRH, M401/6SPY) 
and Alexander bodied 20838 (P838GND) are reinstated to Walkergate to 
replace the previously reinstated Designlines on service 18. South Shields 
have Volvo B10M / Alexander 20551 (P551GND) back on the official 
allocation, displacing sister 20840 (R840GND) to reserve, while Stockton now 
have the services of 20123/35/550 (P123/35XCN, P550ESA) in an official 
capacity. Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16701/2/31 (N701/2/31LTN) are now 
listed in reserve, while sisters 16706/8/9/11 (N706/8/9/11LTN) are (as also 
reported by Lee Wardle) now with Stagecoach North West. Dennis Dart SLF / 
Alexander 32482/90 (R462SEF, R470MVN) are now with Stagecoach 
Merseyside (as also noted by Danny Howard). Chris Hall reports that Volvo 
B10B / Plaxton driver trainer 21035 (L35HHN) is withdrawn after suffering 
underside damage due to road debris, with 20841 taking its place at Stockton. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Lees of Durham  have acquired Volvo B12B / 
Jonkherre FJ08BYB, with Caetano bodied FJ04SOL going in part-exchnage. 
Also sold is Volvo B12M / Jonkherre 273GYE. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Wrights, Nenthead  now have Volvo B12M / 
Van Hool BC05NBC in use. This appears to have joined the fleet around 
October. 



 

Steven Hodgson notes that Style Travel, Peterlee  have acquired Neoplan 
Skyliner N11RED ex Reynolds, Bushey. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports the acquisition by A-Line, Pelaw  of ex M Travel 
Optare Excek V79JKG. 

Joey Makepeace reports that Scarlet Band, West Cornforth  have acquired 
Mercedes 709 / Alexander N162LNC, P419HNF ex Stotts, Oldham, while 
Mercedes Vario / Alexander S148UAL is being stripped prior to scrapping. 

 

Classic, Annfield Plain  have re-registered all of their routes under the TGM 
group banner. Some National Express work has been won from Go North 
East and the first new coach noted for this is Volvo B9 / Caetano FJ60HYM as 
illustrated by Steven Hodgson. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Bells, Stamfordham  are using Volvo B7R / 
Plaxton P333SMT in the livery of South Mimms Travel. It is not clear whether 
it is an acquisition or on loan. 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Coopers Tourmaster, Bedlington  have Volvo 
B10M / Van Hool NSU462 in fleet livery. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Low Fell, Gateshead  have Iveco Eurorider / 
Plaxton AC52AHC in stock. 

Two more local vehicles for sale via Warrington Coach Sales are ex Leven 
Valley  Mercedes 709 / Alexander M677JFP and (as noted by Andrew 
Rasmussen) Stockton Riverside College  Bristol VR / ECW WWY121S. 

17/11/10 

 

A few more bits from Go North East  courtesy of Steven Hodsgon. Mercedes 
Ciatro 5337/8 are now in use and a revised Northern branding is now being 
applied to red vehicles. 

 

James Stoker provides another update from Procters, Leeming Bar . New 
here is Volvo B13RT / Jonkherre FJ60EJV looking smart in black. Volvo 



Olympian / Alexander 99-D-465 is now registered S874OHN and in service, 
while Dart SN06BRX is repainted. 

 

Joe Curry notes that Lee's, Durham  have sold Mercedes Vario ML51LEE, 
with Sitcar bodied equivalent SV53ELJ acquired as replacement. 

 

Richard Tiplady reports that A Line, Pelaw  have had Dennis Dart SLF / 
Marshall T392AGP on loan from Tyneside Travel. 

 

Steven Hodgson illustrates Leven Valley, South Bank  Alexander Dennis 
Enviro 200 YX60DXY. 

 

Paul Wood and David Little (via Steven Hodgson) note that Glenn Valley, 
Wooler  have new Optare Solo SR YJ60KGZ in stock and also an Optare 
Alero. 



 

David Hunter reports that Atkinsons, Ingleby Arncliffe  have new MAN R37 / 
Beulas Aura HA60ATK. This fine 13.7m long vehicle was exhibited at Euro 
Bus Expo. 

 

Andrew Rasmussen and Joe Curry report on the latest happenings at Tees 
Valley Coach Travel, Hartlepool (ex Eaglescliffe) . Added to stock are MAN 
A66 / Plaxton MX08TLU, Volvo Olympian / Alexander N350MPN, Leyland 
Olympian / Alexander J210HFR, Volvo Olympian / East Lancs M702HPF and 
Volvo B10M / Plaxton KKZ2948 and W912BEC. Leyland Olympian / Northern 
Counties K574/6RRH are now in livery, while K575RRH is sold.  

 

Steven Hodgson notes that the University of Northumbria, Newcastle  have 
re-reistered their Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 SN07HMO to X25UNN. 

16/11/10 



 

Recent movements at Arriva North East  have seen DAF SB220GS/Plaxton 
4006/49 (S892ONL, S349KHN) move to Stockton with 4007 (S893ONL) due 
to follow one repairs are carried out and MPDs 1763/5 (NK05GVZ/WC) move 
to Blyth, with 1754 (W756SBR) to move to Ashington once 4007 is ready. 
Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 4519/20 (W295/6PPT) have moved to Jesmond 
and 4521 (W297PPT) to Ashington, while Optare Prisma 3007 (N807XHN) 
and Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1686 (J220HGY) are officially in reserve, though 
3007 (as the last of its line) has surprisingly been retaxed and continued in 
use, as does 1686, though now at Stockton. Leyland Olympian / Alexander 
7201/2 (H481/5PVW) and Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 7376/7 
(M376/7FTY) have gone to Stafford Bus Centre and VDL SB200 / Plaxton 03 
(YJ58FFG) has returned to Arriva Bus & Coach. Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 
7510 (NK57GXC) has suffered roof damage while working Metro 
replacement. DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4005 (S891ONL) is now in fleet livery 
and VDL DB300 / Wright 7601-5 (NK59DLO/U/V/X/Y) are all now in Quorum 
Express livery. Thanks to Ray Parnaby and Andrew Rasmussen for the 
photos. 

 

Stagecoach North East  now have Transbus Enviro 300 27508/10 
(NK05JXG/J) also in Metrocentre livery. David Gambles illustrates the 
previously noted visit of a Manchester Enviro 400H to Newcastle, this being 
12052 (MX60BVU) rather than 12050. It should be noted that many reserve 
fleet Olympians and B10Ms remain in use. 



 

The Go North East  website lists a number of recent movements, many of 
which have been reported by Steven Hodgson, Curtis Rawlinson and Ray 
Parnaby. In stock from Southern Vectis are Mercedes Citaros 5337/8 
(HF06FUA/B), which are due to enter service at Percy Main. Winlaton now 
have Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4910/2 (W491SCU, X912WGR) and VDL SB120 
/ Wright 8260 (NK04FPE), Washington have gained SPDs 8216/7 
(V216/7ERG) and MPDs 515/6 (NK51MJU/V), Hexham have the services of 
SPD 8228 (X228FBB) and MPD 555 (NK53TKT), Gateshead now have SPD 
8225 (X225FBB), Percy Main have received SPDs 8222/3 (V822ERG, 
X223FBB), Consett have MPDs 533/4 (NA52AWV/W), Saltmeadows have 
gained MPD 618 (NK55RUV) and Deptford have SPD 8224 (X224FBB) and 
VDL SB120 / Wright 8258/9 (NK04FPC/D). Withdrawn are Bluebird LMB 612 
(NK53TJV), MPDs 609/10/1 (W769URP, KV51KZL/K), SPDs 8159/60/7/71 
(S359/60/7/71ONL) and DAF SB120 / Wright 8274/5 (Y291/2HUA), the latter 
pair heading to the south coast with newer 8256/7 (NK04FOV/PA) to follow. 
Leyland Olmpian / Alexander 3950-2 (G183WGX, H551/0PVW) and Northern 



Counties bodied 3953/5/7/8 (G522/8/48/9VBB) have been sold to Ripleys 
(dealer), while sister 3806 (F106UEF) is pleasingly in the care of the County 
Durham Preservation Group. Many repaints/brandings have been noted by 
Steven Hodgson, Ray Parnaby and myself. The majority of the silver Citaros 
and Omnicities at Percy Main have received a simplified Cobalt Clipper 
branding, Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4912 (X912WGR) is now green for 
Highwayman, Volvo B7RLE / Wright 4982 (NK54NUP) is now purlpe, with this 
and its sisters and the purple B10BLEs now being branded "Toonlink", the 
X9/X10 Volvo B7TLs have been branded, Scania Omnicity 5273 (NK56KKJ) 
now has West Durham Swift branding, Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3876 
(W186SCU) is now red, MPD 517 (NK51MJX) is now green for North Tyne 
Links (ex Wallsend Links), VDL SB120 / Wright 8258/9 (NK04FPC/D) are now 
dark green for Drifter, MPDs 556/61/2 (NK53TKU/Z/LF), SPD 8228 
(X228FBB) and Volvo B6BLE / Plaxton 8293 (NK54PHV) are branded 
Tynedale Links and the yellow ex Oxford B10BLEs are all branded as 
Blaydon Racers. 

19/10/10 

 

Richard Smiles reports that Leven Valley, South Bank  have acquired a 
further Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 as 91 "St Aidan" (YK60DXY). Optare 
Solos T27/8BXG, T888EXG have been reregistered NT05NBM, NT55JKJ, 
NT06GKA and the former pair have been sold to Go Goodwins, Manchester. 
Steven Hodgson illustrates one of the re-registered Solos. 

 

James Stoker notes that Procters, Bedale  have aquired ex Dublin Volvo 
Olympian / Alexander 99-D-455/8/65. Also added to stock are Dennis Dart 
SLF / Plaxton SN51SZZ and SN06BRX, the former for spares, Scania / Irizar 
SN08CNF and MAN / Ayatts Platinum LF05DPN.  



 

Joe Curry reports that Lees, Durham  have Volvo 9700 FJ58LSF in use. 

Gardiners NMC, Ashington  have DAF SB3000 / Van Hool Y309/15HUA in 
use. Steven Hodgson kindly provides links to photos (by David Little) of these 
vehicles - 309 315 . 

Howard Snaith, Otterburn  have Plaxton Primo YX10ECY on loan. Steven 
Hodgson kindly provides links to a photo (by David Little). 

Bryn McGloin reports that Tees Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe  have 
acquired ex Finglands Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties P534HMP. 

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley Stagcarriage, Grangetown  have 
acquired ex Dreadnought Neoplan Skyliner RIB4313 (ex C173KET). 

Travelsure, Seahouses  have Renault / Rohill GN03CKD and Iveco Eurorider 
/ Beulas FN02VCP in stock. Steven Hodgson kindly provides links to photos 
(by David Little) of these vehicles - GN03CKD FN02VCP . 

Glen Valley, Wooler  have Volvo B140M / Plaxton MNZ9302 in stock. Steven 
Hodgson kindly provides links to a ebay as noted by Andrew Chadwick. 

 

Go North East , as noted by Steven Hodgson, Baz G and the company 
website, have acquired ten Volvo B10BLE / Wright from Go Ahead's Oxford 
operations. They are 5151-60 (T801-10CBW) and are being repainted yellow 
for the Blaydon Racers. Operation of the Quaylink services is to be taken over 
from Stagecoach from 18/07/10 and a number of euro 5 EEV Optare Versas 
have been ordered for this work (the Designlines are not transferring). It is 



expected that these will not be delivered in time and alternative vehicles will 
be used initially. The most recent ex Metrobus Volvo Olympains are now 
entering service in yellow, while the previous four are branded as "Yellow 
Bus", as noted by Chris Martin and Stevenm Hodgson. The most recent ones 
are expected to see off Leyland Olympians, with 3957 (G548VBB) being the 
first withdrawn. Other movements see ex Arriva MPDs 620-4 (V729-32DNL, 
V749ECU) move to Peterlee (where 624 started its life with Arriva!), 
displacing sisters 486/7/518 (V186/7ERG, NK51MJY) to Stanley, joined by 
490 (V190ERG) from Saltmeadows. A number of ex GNE vehicles have been 
on ebay recently, including Dart 8059 and Solos 453/60 (as reported by David 
Alanson and Andrew Chadwick), while sister Solo 463 (T463BCN) is in the 
yard of HBC salvage, Haverton Hill as noted by Curtis Rawlinson.  

 

Chris White reports that Veolia North East  have Volvo B12M / Plaxton 
KU02YUF in use on National Express work. 

Gez reports that Classic, Annfield Plain  have DAF / Van Hool YJ07JFY on 
loan from Arriva Bus & Coach for the summer season. 

 

Andrew Rasmussen notes that Tees Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe  have 
acquired mega-rare Dennis Dorchester / Alexander D218NCS ex Bennett's, 
Kilwinning.  

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley Stagecarriage, Grangetown  have have 
acquired an Optare Solo that was (very) breifly with The Eden, West 
Auckland . I beleive it to be S286NRB, recently ex Stokes, Carstairs. 

 



Andrew Rasmussen notes an unusual acquisition by M&D Travel, Thornaby . 
V780EVU appears to be a Caetano bodied MAN, but I'm open to correction! 

 

Joey Makepeace kindly informs me that Scarlet Band, West Cornforth  have 
Bova Futura R17SCC in stock, ex Browns, Durham. 

 

Andrew Rasmussen notes an unusual acquisition by M&D Travel, Thornaby . 
V780EVU appears to be a Caetano bodied MAN, but I'm open to correction! 

 

Andrew Rasmussen reports that Skelton Coaches, Charltons  have Volvo 
B10M / Van Hool 15 (PLZ5733) in stock. 

 

Andrew Rasmussen reports that James Mini Travel, Billingham  have 
Mercedes 709 M933RCC in stock. 

23/06/10 



 

Arriva North East  have received a further Scania L113 / East Lancs from 
Arriva Midlands. 267 (N179PUT) was noted by Kenneth French at Durham 
depot for preparation on 11/06/10 and is now in service there. The 
refurbishment of the DAF SB120 / Wright vehciles for Stockton has continued 
apace, such that only three are now outstanding, these being 1901/4/12 
(W301/4/15PPT). Three Optare Vectas hang on at Stcokton (for now!), these 
being 1507/26/33 (K507BHN, L526/33FHN). The process of branding some of 
the new/refurbished vehicles on Teesside has begun. A selection of the new 
VDL SB200s is being branded for the 9, 27 and 29 (in rather smart fashion as 
photographed by Steven Hodgson and Alex Kennedy), while some SB120s 
are expected to be branded for the 15.  

 

The Go North East  website shows that severn further Volvo Olympian / 
Northern Counties have been acquired from Metrobus. These are 3988-94 
(P817-9/23-5/9SGP) and it seems that these will replace Leyland examples. A 



major shake-up of services on South Tyneside (in conjunction with 
Stagecoach and Nexus) and the revisions to the commercial network in 
Washington have led to a number of vehicle movements. These see Deptford 
gain MPDs 521/73/4 (NK51MKD, NK53TMY/Z) and SPDs 8201-5 (V201-
5ERG), Saltmeadows receive MPDs 555/63/71/2 (NK53TKT/LN/O/MV/X), 
Washington get Scania L94UB / Wright 5228 (NK54NWB) and SPD 8174 
(S374ONL), Chester-le-Steet gain Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3911 
(R553LGH), Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano 8282/3 (T429/30LGP) and Volvo 
B10BLE / Wright 4896-9 (V986-9ETN), Gateshead acquire DAF SB120 / 
Wright 8242/53-5 (NA52BUU, NK04FOP/T/U) and Volvo B10BLE / Wright 
4910 (W491SCU), Percy Main now have SPDs 8207-10 (V207-10ERG) and 
finally Peterlee receive MPD 518 (NK51MJY). Steven Hodgson illustrates the 
full Metrolink branding now applied to those vehicles that have been carrying 
the base livery, and he and Curtis Rawlinson report the repainting yellow of 
MPDs 564/5/71-4. Ray Barber, while on a Baltic Cruise, happened upon 
former Northern AEC Routemaster 2121 (FPT591C) in Helsinki, Finland. 

 

As part of the aforementioned South Tyneside changes, Stagecoach North 
East  have increased their low floor contribution to the area via the transfer to 
South Shields of Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 21141/2/7/8 (R241/2/7/8KRG) 
from Stockton. Stockton have received Volvo B10M / Alexander 20123-5/35 
(P123-5/35XCN) in their place, as noted by Steven Hodgson, Bryn McGloin 
and Lee Johnson. Robin Cotton reports that the front end of former SCNE 
Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32749 (L749VNL) now forms a driving experience 
exhibit at the Bury Transport Museum (East Lancs Railway), repainted in 
Rossendale livery! 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Veolia North East  have repainted ex Link-up 
Solo YJ06YRN into fleet livery. 



 

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley Stagecarriage, Grangetown  have 
acquired Volvo B10M / Alexander M452VCW. Alex Kennedy reports that they 
are also expecting to add all-Leyland Olympian G300UYK to stock. 

Andrew Rasmussen notes that Tees Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe  have 
Dennis Javelin / UVG R308RCJ for sale on ebay. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Able Coaches, Tanfield Lea  have ex Chris Cooper 
Volvo B10M / Van Hool N334RGB in stock. They also have a website. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Compass Royston, Stockton  have new Volvo 
B12M / Plaxton YN10FZL in use. 

03/06/10 



 

The final VDL SB200 / Wright for Arriva North East  have been delivered. 
1458-60 (NK10CGG/O/U) are now in service at Stockton - all Optare Vectas 
are now officially withdrawn, though 1507 (at least) remains in use at Stockton 
today. Arriva have implemented their "Big Change" service changes in 
Newcastle and South East Northumberland. As well as seeing many familiar 
service numbers vanish and new ones appear, there have been a number of 
vehicle movements and operations have ceased from the ex Go North East 
depot on Jubilee Industrial Estate. The Jubilee stock largely moved to 
Ashington, with the exception of Leyland Olympian / Alexander 7201/2 
(H481/5PVW), which went to Jesmond and DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 
4004/5/1/49 (S890/1OFT, S349KHN) & DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4108 (L532EHD) 
which went to Blyth. Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4505-7 (V505-7DFT) were 
intended to move from Jesmond to Ashington, but Alexander bodied sisters 
4516-8 (W292-4PPT) moved instead. The biggest changes have been in the 
minibus fleet, with MPDs 1709/15/23/99 (V709/15/23DNL, SF04RHA) all 
moving to Jesmond and Mercedes Varios 2647-9/53/7/60-4 (X647-9/53WTN, 
R130/29GNW, S350/3PGA, R798DUB) all being removed from service. 2666 
(S823MCC), which was already listed for disposal, continues in use as noted 
by John Robinson. Thanks to Steven Hodgson and Ray Parnaby for the 
photos illustrating these changes. A number of withdrawn vehicles are now 
stored at Jubilee, these including most of the above Varios, Olympians 
7370/1/3 (M370/1/3FTY) and Volvo B10B / Alexander 4536 (L210KEF), which 
is now for disposal. Raymond Embleton notes that a third Scania Omnicity 
has been repainted for Whitby, this being 4649 (NK05GWC). 



 

Go North East  have placed ex Metrobus Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3984-7 (P821/2/6/8SGP) into service at Stanley, freshly repainted yellow. 
These have displaced sisters 3922-5 (R281-4LGH) to Gateshead, in turn 
displacing 3811-3/33 (S811-3FVK, S833OFT) to Saltmeadows, which is 
reinstated as an operating depot for some new N-Power contracts (see 
photos above by Steven Hodgson). Also at Saltmeadows, as shown on the 
Go North East website, are Olympian 3831 (S831OFT) and MPD 490 
(V190ERG), the latter freshly repainted yellow. Ex Arriva MPDs 620-4 (V729-
32DNL, V749ECU) are all now yellow and officially at Stanley, though 620/4 
are currently working for Gateshead as noted by Chris White. Chris also notes 
MPD 565 (NK53TLI) fresly repainted yellow and SPD 8222 (V822ERG) back 
in service at Winlaton after a lengthy lay-off. MPDs 486/7 (V186/7ERG) are 
now yellow and at Peterlee for additional N-Power work, SPDs 8167/8 
(S167/8ONL) are at Deptford and Washington, respectively, DAF SB220GS / 
Plaxton 4895 (S895ONL) is back in use, repainted red and Dennis Lance SLF 
/ Wright 4769-73 (L469YVK, M470-3FJR) are sold to Eurobus, Middleton. I 
can now illustrate Bluebird LMB 612 (NK53TJV) in service at Washington, 
while Steven Hodgson illustrates a couple of ex GNe vehicles with other Go 
Ahead operations. 



 

Some news from Tees Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe  that should mainly 
have been in the last update but did a vanishing act........ Acquired is 
Mercedes 709 / Alexander N201LFV, as noted in Hartlepool by Adam 
Harrison - this vehicle is now on the Guisborough Town service with fixed 
blinds. The full trio of ex EYMS Olympians is confirmed as K574-6RRH, 
though these have already been appearing on ebay for sale. Volvo B6 / 
Northern Counties L261AKH is reported by Andrew Rasmussen as out of use 
and Dennis Dart / Northern Counties N657CHF is sold to Quantock. 

Steven Oliver reports that Perrymans, Berwick  have added Volvo B7R / 
Plaxton 049/50 (YN03NHX/Y) to stock, both in fleet livery, along with new 
Volvo B7RLE / Wright BX10MFP. 

17/05/10 

 

Further deliveries of VDL SB200 / Wright to Arriva North East  comprise 
1455-7 (NK10CFZ/GE/F), leaving just 1458-60 outstanding. Further DAF 
SB120 / Wright refurbishments noted by myself, Bryn McGloin and Curtis 
Rawlinson are of 1905/6/8-10/3 (W307/8/11-3/7PPT), all now back in use at 
Stockton. As a result of temporary vehcile shortages at Durham, Lee Wardle, 
John Robinson and Keith Lee have noted reserve VDL SB200 / Plaxton 02/4 
(YJ58FFB/C) and Stockton Wright-bodied 1448/9 (NK10CFN/O) in use there, 
though Bryn today notes 1448 back at Stockton. DAF SB3000 / Plaxton, as 
illustrated by Lee Wardle, has been drafted in to Jesmond, while sister 1214 
(V214DJR) is away for accident repairs. 1207 (V207DJR) is beleived to be in 
Blackburn for pre-refurbishment assessment and measuring up.  

 



The Go North East  website shows that they have received four Volvo 
Olympian / Northern Counties ex Metrobus. They are 3984-7 
(P821/2/6/8SGP) and are undergoing refurbishment prior to going to Stanley. 
It also shows MPD 542 (NA52AXG) and Bluebird LMB 612 (NK53TJV) as 
moving to Washington, the latter now repainted yellow as noted by Lee 
wardle, releasing MPDs 564/5 (NK53TLO/U) to go for repaint before 
movement to another depot. Steven Hodgson and Daryl Mitchelhill note that 
SPDs 8234/5 (NK51MKF/G) are now repainted red in the same shade as 
"Northern" 8233.Lee Wardle notes that MPD 501 (X501WRG) is now white 
and 486 (V186ERG) is now yellow, and that VDL SB120 / Wright 8255 
(NK04FOU) is now in Crusader plum. 

Chris Redpath reports that Stagecoach North East  have placed Volvo B10M 
/ Northern Counties 20299/300 (M709/10KRH) into reseve, Darts 32794/5 
(M387KVR, M597SSB) officially now allocated to Slatyford in their place, with 
ex Hartlepool Dennis Dart SLF / Alexander 33102/482 (R102KRG, R462SEF) 
also now in reserve. However, Danny Howard earlier reported Volvo B10M / 
Alexander 20695/841 (P315EFL, P841GND) out of use, as well as 33102, 
though I beleive 20841 at least is now back in service. Danny also reports 
Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 14676 (H676BNL) as now with Over 
the Top Travel. 

 

Proctors, Bedale  have transferred MPD VU02TPX to Esk Valley at Whitby 
and, as illustrated by Steven Hodgson, have new Alexander Dennis Enviro 
200 MX10DXM for the 767 Harrogate - Leeds-Bradford Airport. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Classic, Annfield Plain  now have Ayatts Bravo 
MR07FDS ex sister company Excel/Flight Delay Services. 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Weardale, Stanope  have Temsa Safari 
YJ08DLV on loan. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Trappa's Travel, Tantobie  have Mercedes 709 / 
Plaxton K618ORL in use. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Kingsleys, Birtley  have recently added Volvo 
B10M / Jonkherre L249JBV, Van Hool T815 H759RNT and Iveco / LCB 
SA02UMU to stock. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Nightingale, Stanley  have recently acquired 
Scania K93 / Plaxton A7FRX, Volvo B10M / Plaxton E967PFV (ex Rayners) 
and ??? / Plaxton PJZ6422. 



 

Steven Hodgson notes that Hillary's, Prudhoe  have brand new King Long 
BX10DHD in use. I believe this was in stock by late March. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Travelsure, Seahouses  have added Iveco Eurorider 
/ Beulas W706EEO to stock. 

Lee Wardle reports that Tyneside Travel  have added two Dennis Dart SLF / 
Marshall to stock, with the blue Dart SLF being returned to a dealer. Curtis 
Rawlinson has identified one of the Darts as T392AGP. 

29/04/10 

 

Arriva North East  have two more new VDL SB200 / Wright, in the shape of 
1453/4 (NK10CFX/Y) at Stockton, as reported by Steven Hodgson and Curtis 
Rawlinson. Curtis also notes that DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4031 (R431RPY) 
has been badly damaged by fire. Steven Hodgson illustrates the first of the 
DAF SB120s to return from Blackburn following refurbishment. 1914 
(W319PPT) sports a repaint, new flooring, new moquette and an LED 
destination screen. He and Andrew Rasmussen also note that VDL SB120 / 
Wright 1438 (NK10CEX) has been on loan to Stockton ex Redcar. Lee 



Wardle notes that Durham/Belmont now have the services of MPDs 1709/13 
(V709/13DNL) and Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1686 (J220HGY).  

 

The Go North East  website, confirmed by sightings from Steven Hodgson, 
shows a number of MPD movements. 518/20 (NK51MJY/KC) are now at 
Deptford, 534 (NA52AWW) is at Washington, 563/71-4 (NK53TLN/MU-Y) are 
at Gateshead and these have allowed 556-60 (NK53TKU/V/X-Z) to move to 
Hexham, to take the place of the ex Arriva 620-4 (V729-32DNL, V749ECU), 
which are presumably to go for refurbishment. Steven Hodgson notes that 
DAF SB120 / Wright 8255 (NK04FOU) is now in Crusader base colour and 
that Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3871 (W181SCU) has gained branding for 
the X25 and the Sir Bobby Robson Foundation. 

 

Steven Hodgson illustartes one of the new Setras, NH10KSH, for National 
Holidays, Washington  along with one of their ex WA Grand Tourer Volvo 
B12M / Plaxtons - NH04GCH. 

 

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley Stagecarriage, Grangetown/Margrove 
Park  have acquired ex Go North East (new to OK) Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties K108YVN. It is reported to be in fine mechanical form! 



 

Andrew Rasmussen and Bryn McGloin report that Tees Valley Coach Travel, 
Eaglescliffe  have acquired a number of vehciles from East Yorkshire. Noted 
on the road have been Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties K576RRH and 
Volvo B6 / Northern Counties L261AKH. It is understood that there may be 
two more Olympians and possibly a Dart. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Weardale, Stanhope  have unexpectedly taken 
over operation of Durham's Cathederal bus service from John Bell, using the 
existing pair of Solos. The reasons for this are unclear at this time. 

Joey Makepeace reports that Scarlet Band, West Cornforth  have repainted 
further Optare Solos, in the shape of YJ55YGL and NX55FFS. 

Bob Laycock reports that Procters, Bedale  have new Iveco/Irisbus 
NX10CLA. 

Andrew Rasmussen has found the majority of what is left of the fleet of A1 
Coaches, South Bank  for sale on ebay - see 801CXK, VIL6937, KXI510, 
MX06KXC & NX56CZL. They were removed from Boroughbus work as 
reported previously and also gave up the 66. They were due to attend a public 
inquiry a few days ago - the result of this is not yet known. 

19/04/10 



 

Further new Arriva North East  VDL SB200 / Wright 1447-52 (NK10CFM-
P/U/V), all at Stockton. Steven Hodgson and Richard Smiles note Scania 
L113 / East Lancs 262 (N166PUT) now in service at Stockton. Now in 
reserve, VDL SB200 / Plaxton 02-4 (YJ58FFB/G/C) have been redistribused, 
with 02 currently working for Durham and 03/04 working for Ashington, as 
reported by Lee Wardle and Bryn McGloin. Lee also notes that MPD 1715 
(V715DNL) is now at Blyth and that Optare Metrorider 2716 (R716MHN) is 
currently working for Jubilee. Stockton have gained the services of Dennis 
Dart / Plaxton 1686 (J220HGY). 

 

Lee Wardle and Steven Hodgson note that Go North East  have branded their 
recently repainted DAF SB220GS / Northern Counties as "Waggonway" for 
service 28/28A. Lee also notes that Volvo B6BLE / Plaxton 8293 (NK54PHV) 
has replaced SPD 8239 (NK51MKN) at Hexham and that DAF SB120 / Wright 
8254 is under repaint. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East  have returned Volvo 
B10M / Alexander 20551 (P551ESA) to service at South Shields following 
accident repairs. Chris Redpath reports that Volvo Olympian / Alexander 



16705 (N705LTN) is reinsated at Walkergate and that Dennis Dart/Alexander 
32724/64 (K724PNL, L764ARG) have gone for scrap. 

 

David Gambles reports that Snaith's, Otterburn  have taken delivery of Volvo 
B12BT / Plaxton YN10ADX, Volvo B9R / Plaxton YN10EDT and Mercedes 
Vario / Plaxton YN10EDS. These have been lauched with much fanfare - see 
the text of the press release here. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Brian Robertson note that Tyneside Travel  have 
acquired Optare Excel P503OUG and Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton R465LGH 
for services 73/74 between Washington and Sunderland. 

 

John Robinson records the repaint into fleet livery of Scarlet Band, West 
Cornforth  Optare Solo YJ55YGG and NK55FFR. 

Tees Valley Stagecarriage  have launced a new website and < 
href="http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=114522075244623&ref=ts"
>facebook page. Andrew Rasmussen notes that they have had Volvo B10M / 
Van Hool G866RNC for sale on ebay. 

 



David Gambles has been to the UK Coach Rally and noted several North East 
vehicles, inclding a new vehcile for Classic, Annfield Plain  (who also had a 
vehicle on shuttle duties), Weardale  GO59WMS and Stanley Travel  
YN10ACY. Going slightly out of area, Reays of Wigton had several vehciles 
present and won one of the prizes - see here. 

07/04/10 

 

The delivery of new vehicles to Arriva North East  continues with VDL SB200 
/ Wright 1443-6 (NK10CFG/J/L) for Stockton, as reported by Curtis 
Rawlinson. Sister 1434 has been identified as NK10CEN, while Temsas 
4712/7 are YJ10DHF/FP, leaving just 4716 yet to be identified. Steven 
Hodgson illustrates Scania L113 / East Lancs 266 (N432XRC), while he and 
Alan Silcock report sister 264 (N170PUT) now in service at Stockton also. 
Steven also illustrates MPD 1707 (V707DNL), now transferred to Ashington to 
replace Metrorider 2702 (R702MHN) and notes that Volvo B10B / Alexander 
4536 (L210KEF) is off the road with fairly minor fire damage. 

 

The Go North East  website shows that nine Mercedes Citaros are on order 
for Percy Main. Steven Hodgson and Lee Wardle report that Dennis Dart SLF 
/ Caetano 8284 (V434KGF) is now at Percy Main replacing Dennis Lance SLF 
/ Wright 4772 (M472FJR), MPDs 618/9 (NK55RUV/W) are at Stanley, sisters 
534/42 (NA52AWW/XG) are at Percy Main, DAF SB220GS / Northern 
Counties 4825 (P325AFT) is at Chester-le-Street and SPD 8207 (V207ERG) 
is at Deptford. Sister 8239 (NK51MKN) has moved from Hexham back to 
Deptford, replaced by Volvo B6BLE / Plaxton 8293 (NK54PHV). Volvo 
B10BLE / Wright 4910 (W491SCU) is back in use after suffering fire damage 
a few months ago. MPD 566 (NK53TLV) is now silver, while DAF SB220GS / 



Northern Counties 4987 (R982FNW) is now maroon and DAF SB120 / Wright 
8252 (NA52BVJ) is in Crusader purple. 

 

Lee Wardle notes that PCL Travel  have Volvo B10M / Van Hool VYB704 in 
stock ex Gus the Bus. 

 

Andrew Goodchild kindly illustrates Stanley Travel, Oxhill  brand new Volvo 
B7R / Plaxton YN10ACY, while Steven Hodgson illustrates previously 
acquired Mercedes Sprinter YX08AOA. 

 

John Atkin reports that A1 Coaches, South Bank  have been relieved of their 
Boroughbus contracts and that they have been awarded on emergency tender 
to Tees Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe . Rapidly acquired for the 758/9 is 
Mercedes Vario / Plaxton X182BNH, as illustrated by Alex Kennedy, who also 
illustrates the quantum leap in vehicle quality on the Guisborough Town 
service! Mark Rushforth notes that Woodside, Sheffield have ex Tees Valley 
Dennis Javelin / Plaxton B2TVT and B3TVT (as HIG1598). The registration 
from the latter was re-used by Tees Valley on Bova Futura C859KHK, which 
was also then sold to Woodside! 

 



Lee Wardle reports that James Cooper, Annitsford  have ex Stagecoach 
Scania N113 / Alexander F781KKP in stock. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Gillinghams, Catchgate  have withdrawn Leyland 
Tiger / Duple C74KLG. 

Lee Wardle reports that Premier, Blyth  have withdrawn MCW Metrobus 
KUI6576 and are expcting to see off C781/3OCN by the summer. Long 
cannibalised sister C782OCN has been removed. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Gem, Stanley  have ex Amble Travel Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton G66RGG. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Longstaffs, Amble  have Volvo B10M / Plaxton 
IIL3502 in stock ex Esk Valley, Whitby. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Nightingal, Stanley  have acquired Volvo B10M / Van 
Hool PJI2409 and Dennis Javelin / UVG KW04YVH. The latter would seem to 



be an ex MOD vehicle that was not registered in this country until long after it 
was built, given the style of body. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Coopers Tourmaster, Bedlington  have acquired 
Volvo B12B / Van hool WSV497. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that First Choice, Birtley  have acquired Van Hool Acron 
NIW5842. 

29/03/10 

 

Arriva North East  have now taken over the operation of the Go North East 
depot on Ashington's Jubilee Industrial Estate. As foreshadowed, vehicles 
transferred to Arriva are Leyland Olympian / Alexander 7201/2 (H481/5PVW), 
Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 7203-5 (G529/46/5VBB), Volvo B10B / 
Alexander 4535-9 (L209-12KEF, N950TVK) and DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 
4001-7 (S868-70/90-3ONL). Moved in to Ashington Jubilee depot to make up 
the numbers are Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1688/98 (J468OKP, M211YKD), Volvo 
B10BLE / Wright 4504 (V504DFT), DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4049 
(S349KHN), DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4108 (L532EHD) and Volvo Olympian / 
Northern Counties 7366 (R639MNU). 



 

Go North East  have now taken over the operation of the Arriva North East 
depot at Hexham (minus the coaches and the 85/685/X85) plus service 604 
which is now operated from Winlaton. As listed previously, vehicles 
transferred from Arriva are Volvo B10BLE / Wright 5144-50 (V530-6GDS) and 
Dennis / Plaxton MPDs 620-4 (V729-32DNL, V749ECU). Also now at Hexham 
are native MPDs 561/2 (NK53TLF/J) and Dennis / Plaxton SPD 8239 
(NK51MKN). Ex Ashington DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4862-7 (S862-7ONL) are 
now at Winlaton and MPD 518 (NK51MJY) is at Percy Main. 

26/03/10 

 

Tomorrow will see the final day of Arriva North East  operations out of 
Hexham depot and Go North East  operations out of their Ashington depot. 
From Sunday, a number of vehicles and services will exchange. Go North 
East will gain services 602, 604, 673, 684, 687, 688, 801 and 804 (plus some 
schools) and Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4524-30 (V530-6GDS) and MPDs 1729-
32/49 (V729-32DNL, V749ECU) from Arriva. Arriva will gain Leyland 
Olympian / Alexander 3947/8 (H481/5PVW), Leyland Olympian / Northern 
Counties 3956/60/1 (G529/46/5VBB), Volvo B10B / Alexander 4809-12/75 
(L209-12KEF, N950TVK) and DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4868-70/90-3 (S868-
70/90-3ONL) and services 144, 308, 419, 445, 873, X42, X43, X44, X45 (plus 
schools). I understand that arriva will number the Olympians 7201-5, the 
B10Bs 4534-9 and the DAFs 4001-7, though the order in which they will be 
numbered is not yet known. Hexham's coaches will move to Jemsond with 
services 185/685/X85. It is understood that each operator will initially continue 
to operate out of the depots concerned and will move additional vehicles of 
their own in. Those that Arriva plan to move in to Ashington Jubilee depot are 
anticipated to be Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1688/98 (J468OKP, M211YKD), Volvo 



B10BLE / Wright 4504 (V504DFT), DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4049 
(S349KHN), DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4108 (L532EHD) and Volvo Olympian / 
Northern Counties 7366 (R639MNU). Indeed, to this end, the latter two have 
already moved to Ashington (Arriva) depot. Additionally, it is expected that 
three ex BB DAFs will go to Blyth for three of the five 308 workings. However, 
all of this could be subject to change and Monday will show us for sure. Thos 
DAFs that are to be retained by Go North East have been gaining Go North 
East fleetnames over their Bargain Bus logos and it is understood that some 
of these may end up on the 604. 

 

Stu Gray, Chris White, Lee Wardle, Steven Hodgson, Bob Laycock and David 
Mallon kindly update us on the latest deliveries to Arriva North East . It would 
seem that all of the Temsas have now been delivered and are at Redcar, with 
4711/3/8-20 confirmed as YJ10DHD/G/FU/V/X. 4712/6/7 are as yet 
unidentified but are believed to be present. VDL SB200 / Wright noted are 
1435-43 (NK10CEO/U/V/X/Y/FA/D-F). 1435-7/9/40 are at Redcar, 1438 is on 
loan to Blyth and the remainder are in the course of delivery to Stockton. 
David Mallon records the arrival at Stockton of ex Midlands Scania L113 / 
East Lancs 266 (N432XRC), which is expected to replace sister 278 
(P278VRG). 

 

Go North East  have repainted DAF SB120 / Wright 8242 (NA52BUU) in 
crusader-style purple ex Centurion livery. Steven Hodgson notes DAF 
SB220GS/Northern Counties 4986 (R979FNW) in maroon and Chris White 
reports SPD 8233 now with "Northern" fleetnames. Lee Wardle notes Volvo 
B10M / Plaxton 7058 (M58LBB) now with George Bruce, Forfar. 

 



Phoneix, Blyth  have aquired Optare Solo MX07EXU, which it's very friendly 
driver advises is former Leven Valley T9BHN. 

Danny Howard reports that Tees Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe  have 
opened a new depot in Hartlepool. Noted present on his visit were Volvo 
D10M / East Lancs H652GPF, Volvo Olympian / East Lancs M696HPF, MAN 
A66 / Plaxton YX59CAA, Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton S250XUY, Volvo B10B / 
Wright L510TKA, Volvo B10M / Caetano SIL2954 and Volvo B10M / Van Hool 
GNF466Y - see his photos here. Also see there for the latest Mercedes Vario 
purchases by P&E Coaches, Hartelpool . 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Weardale, Stanhope  have new Volvo B12RT / 
Jonkherre GO59WMS. 

18/03/10 

 

Steven Hodgson and Curtis Rawlinson report that Arriva North East  have 
received further Temsa Avenues at Redcar, in the shape of 4709-15. 
4709/10/4/5 have been identified as YJ10DHC/E/K/L. Also, further VDL 
SB200 / Wright vehicles are now arriving, with 1433 (NK10CEJ) being noted 
in use for Redcar. Lee Wardle reports that DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4044 
(S344KHN) is currently working for Ashington and reports a number of 
reserve vehicles operating for Durham/Belmont (these two depots swap 
vehicles daily), including MPDs 1714/5 (V714/5DNL), DAF SB220GS / 
Plaxton 4049 (S349KHN) and Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1696 (M186YKA). Also, 
these depots are currently having to borrow double deckers from Darlington 
on a frequent basis while native examples are under repair. In addition to all 
of this, reserve MPD 1708 (V708DNL) is working for Darlington. Danny 



Howard notes that Optare Delta 4015 (K415BHN), which had been at 
Gardiners for conversion into a community unit, is now parked in Stockton 
depot. 

 

Steven Hodgson, Lee Wardle, Bazza Houston and David Gambles have 
provided a host of sightings for Go North East . Volvo B7TL / Wright 3963/5 
(NK06JXD/B) are now repainted in plum, DAF SB220GS / Northern Counties 
4983 (R471FNW) is repainted into burgudy and Scania L94UB / Wright 
4965/6 (NL52WVW/X) are now in black/yellow/white. Dennis Trident / East 
Lancs 3861/3/5 (W861/3/5PNL) have gained "Showstopper" branding for 
service 9. Vehicle movements see SPDs 8167/8 (S867/8ONL) move to 
Chester-le-Street (8169 may also have moved but has not been seen), 
Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano 8279 (T426LGP) move to Percy Main, MPD 518 
(NK51MJY) move to Ashington and Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4849 (R849PRG) 
move to Chester-le-Street. Pink Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7080 (Y808MFT) has 
been working for Chester-le-Street in place of sister 7082 (Y782MFT) while it 
undergoes annual test. Former 591 (T422AGP) has been noted with Avon, 
Prenton. 

 

Chris Redpath reports that Stagecoach North East  have reinstated Volvo 
Olympian / Alexander 16711 (N711LTN) to Walkergate in place of sister 
16705 (N705LTN). Volvo B10M / Alexander 20551 (P551ESA) is out of use 
with accident damage, while sisters 20120/841 (P120XCN, P841GND) are 
now in reserve. Dennis Dart / Alexander 32728 (K728PNL), Volvo B10M / 
Alexander 20262 (N552VDC) and Mercedes 709 / Alexander 40491 
(N491RVK) have all been sold for scrap. Dennis Dart / Alexander 32791-3 
(P791-3WVK) have been sold to Ensign, passing, along with 32783 



(P783WCN), to Strawberry, St Helens, as photographed by myself and 
Steven Hodgson. 

 

Paul Fuller reports that Dreadnought, Alnwick  now have Dennis Dart / 
Alexander K715PCN in fleet livery and have acquired Bristol RE / ECW 
SWC24K ex Wootens. 

 

Andrew Rasmussen notes that Tees Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe  have 
acquired Volvo B10M / Caetano FN02RXA. 

 

Andrew Rasmussen notes that P&E, Hartlepool  have had previously 
unreported Bova Magiq AT06LCT in stock for some time. 

06/03/10 

 

As planned, Arriva North East  ceased operating buses from Bishop 
Auckland and Peterlee after service on 27/02/10, though Peterlee at least is 
still being used for storage. There have been a mass of vehicle movements as 
a result of this, which have been incorporated into my updated fleetlist and 



which are listed here. It should be noted, however, that Durham and Belmont 
work very closely together and exchange vehicles regularly and there have 
been some subsequent changes. Ex Arriva Midlands Scania L113 / East 
Lancs 265 (N174PUT) is now in service at Stockton, replacing sister 275 
(P275VRG), which is now stored at Peterlee. Optare Vecta 1524 (L524FHN) 
has not yet moved back to Redcar and remains in use at Stockton, as do 
1542/4 (L542FHN, L544GHN), though one of these may well be in place of 
1504 (K504BHN) which is off the road with accident damage. MPD 1713 
(V713DNL) has replaced sister 1734 (V734DNL) at Redcar after trhe latter 
suffered fire damage. Something that I seem to have ommitted mentioning 
previously, is that the first eight Temsa avenues 4701-8 (YJ59BHO/P/U-Z), 
plus demosntrator 4700 (YJ59AZV) are all in service at Redcar and have 
been for a few weeks. 

 

Lee Wardle and Steven Hodgson report that Go North East  have repainted 
Volvo B7TL / Wright 3943 (NK05GZR) in plum, while Lee also notes that 
Scania L94UB / Wright 4965 (NL52WVW) is now in Metrolink livery, MPD 533 
(NA52AWV) is back at Washington and Scania L94UA / Wright 4950 
(NK51OLR) is back from internal refurbishment. Steven illustrates the new 
maroon colours on DAF SB220 / Northern Counties 4984 (R472FNW). 

 

Andrew Rasmussen has noted the presence at HBC Auto Salvage, 
Haverton Hill  of ex A-Coach Company Leyland Olympian / East Lancs 
C201DYE and fire damaged ex Style Travel MCW Metrobus LOA383X, plus 
various non-local buses and coaches. 

 



David Mallon, Steven Hodgson and Andrew Rasmussen note that Tees 
Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe  have added ex EYMS Dennis Dart SLF / 
Plaxton S250XUY to stock. It should be noted that from 14/03/10 service 
changes will take place that see Tees valley curtail the 87 to terminate in 
Billingham rather than Hartlepool and introduce new routes 24 Middlesbrough 
- Guisborough (via Acklam) and 67 Guisborough - Redcar. John Atkin reports 
that Volvo D10M / East Lancs H650GPF has suffered fire damage. 

 

James Stoker reports that CMC, Middlesbrough  have acquired Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton R665GGR and also illustrates previously acquired BMC Probus 850 
Club BU04CAV. 

26/02/10 

 

After service tomorrow Arriva North East's  Bishop Auckland and Peterlee 
depots will close. Belmont depot will open the following day. There will be a 
mass of vehicle reallocations as a result of these closures. An interesting 
repaint into interurban livery is DAF SB220GS/Ikarus 4079 (T83AUA), which 
now looks resplendent, as photographed by Steven Hodgson. 

 

Lee Wardle notes that Go North East  Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3811-3 (S811-3FVK) moved from Ashington to Gateshead after the Leyland 
Olympians moved there, displacing 3896/7 (R254/5LGH) to Chester-le-Street 
and 3919 (R557LGH) to Winlaton, from where 3909 (R267LGH) moved to 
Chester-le-Street. He also reports DAF SB220GS / Northern Counties 4984 
(R972FNW) as repainted into maroon. Chris Redpath confirms the recent 
disposals to Go South Coast as Optare Solos 480/613/5/7 (VU52UEF, 



NM02DNU, VU52UEE, MX53FEF) to Plymouth Citybus, 481/2/599-602/14/6 
(MX03YDD, GP02DPV, NK54DEU/FA/C/D, VU02TTK, VU02UES) to Wilts 
and Dorset and Volvo B10M/Plaxton 7081/3/4 (Y781/3/4MFT) to Marchwood. 

Andrew Goodchild reports that Stanley Travel, Oxhill  have acquired 
Mercedes Sprinter YX08AOA and should take delivery of new Volvo B7R / 
Plaxton YN10ACY for 1st March. These are likely to see off T1STX and 
UIL1459. 

 

Steven Hodgson has photographed East Coast  Optare Solo YJ54BTF, which 
is doing the rounds of their major stations to promote their rail services. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports Leyland Olympian / Alexander K723ASC now with 
Style Travel, Peterlee . 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Cochrane's, Peterlee  have added Mercedes 
1018 / Unvi SN55KAA to stock. 

 



Steven Hodgson notes the delivery to JSB, Coundon  of an Optare Solo SR. 
It arrived as R600JSB, but is being held back to enter service on 1st March as 
SB10BUS. 

 

The VOSA website shows that Procters, Bedale  have won the contract to 
operate service 767 Harrogate - Leeds-Bradford Airport. Steven Hosgdon 
notes new VDL SB200 / Wright YJ59AYZ. 

 

Joe Curry notes that Lee's, Durham  have acquired MAN-based Neoplan 
Transliner 118GOP. 

21/02/10 

 

I can now illuustrate Arriva North East  Scania N113 / East Lancs 261 
(N178PUT). Bryn McGloin reports that DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4108 (L532EHD) 
is now operating for Redcar, following the withdrawal of several vehicles and 
the failure of several others. Vehicles believed to have been removed from 
use include Optare Prisma 3002/4/6/15/24 (M302/4SAJ, N806XHN, 
N515/24XVN), Mercedes O405 / Wright 3026 (L100SBS), DAF SB220 / 
Ikarus 4086 (J413CYL) and Optare Metroriders 904/16/2723 (P904DRG, 
R916JNL, R723MHN).  



 

Go North East  have repainted Volvo B7TL / Wright 3941/2 (NK05GZO/P) in a 
new plum colour that, it is believed, form the basis of a new combined X9/X10 
livery. Lee Wardle reports that Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 
3956/60/1 (G529/46/5VBB) are moving to Ashington to take the place of 
newer Volvo Olympians 3811-3 (S811-3FVK), presumably this would indicate 
that the Ashington/Hexham deal involves vehicles! 

Chris Redpath reports that Stagecoach North East  have sold Dennis Dart / 
ALexander 32783/4 (P783/4WCN), Leyland Olympian/Northern Counties 
14672 (H672BNL) (for scrap), Volvo B10M / Plaxton 52136 (K566GSA) and 
Mercedes 709 / Alexander 40796 (N346KKH). 

 

Adam Nicolson reports that Generation Travel, GReat Ayton  have taken ex 
Parry's Neoplan Skyliner W915MDT and YN03AVF into stock. 

16/02/10 

 

A number of Arriva North East's  new Temsa Avenues have now arrived and 
are in service at Redcar. Stu Gray reports that Scania N113 / East Lancs 261 
(N178PUT) has arrived at Bishop Auckland from Arriva Midlands. Noted by 



myself, Bob Laycock, Ian Charlton, Alex Kennedy and Lee-James Worsfold 
are 4701/2/4-8 (YJ59BHO/P/V-Z). DAF DB250 / Northern Counties 7447/9 
(R204/6CKO) and Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7424/5 (M688/90HPF) are 
now at Bishop Auckland, following the movement of some schools and other 
work. Service changes in Peterlee and Durham have seen MPDs 1709/23 
(V709/23DNL) become spare, with 1709 going to Bishop Auckland to allow 
Metrorider 2631 (P631FHN) to be freed up for route learning (after breif loan 
of sister 1701) and 1723 going to Blyth. Optare Vectas 1509/14 
(K509/14BHN) have been disposed of by CLeveland Police at Urlay Nook, 
1509 seemingly going for scrap and 1514 passing to Peter Greensmith, who 
does not intend to preserve it as such, but was keen to save it. 

 

Go North East  have now moved "seed" Volvo B7RLE / Wright 9163 
(BX59FYB) to Gateshead ex Deptford. Lee Wardle notes that Bluebird LMB 
612 (NK53TJV) has been reinstated to Ashington to replace final Optare Solo 
482 (GP02DPV). He also notes MPDs 487/533 (V187ERG, NA52AWV) 
operating for Stanley. Gary Hunter and Chris White report that Volvo B7TL / 
East Lancs 3966 (PN02XCF) is back on the road after accident repaird, while 
Gary notes Volvo B10BLEs 4839/40/4 (R839PRG, 340GUP, R844PRG) now 
in updaed Diamond livery. Chris White, "Frozen Kipper" and Lee Wardle note 
VDL SB120 / Wright 8267-70 (NK54NKT/U/W/X) now with R19 branding on 
their white paintwork. Peter Barclay notes SPD 8233 (X233FBB) now in 
allover red. This is beleived to be the foundation of a new "Northern" livery for 
non-branded and non-white vehicles/services. 

 

Paul Thompson confirms the arrival in his Leven Valley  fleet of Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 200 89 "St Michael" (T9BHN), which carries silver lettering to 



commemorate the 25th anniversary of the company. Solo S123RDC is due to 
return to Mistral.  

Simon Smart notes that Compass Royston, Stockton  have Volvo B12B / 
Jonkhere FJ06BSV in stock ex Lochs & Glens. 

Brian Roberston reports that Altona, Gateshead  have Volvo B10M / Van 
Hool OUI9053 in stock from Esk Valley, Whitby.  

12/02/10 - Mini update, more to follow on Monday  

The OFT have issued a press release stating that they have cleared the deal 
between Arriva North East  and Go North East  for Hexham and Ashington 
depots. The latter's website states a transfer date of 28/03/10. At this stage it 
is not known whether vehciles will change hands, though there are bound to 
be vehicle movements of some sort, if only to transfer the 685 to Jesmond 
operation and the 604 to Hexham operation. 

Arriva North East  have another Temsa Avenue in use in the shape of 4702 
(YJ59BHP). 

31/01/10 

 

Arriva North East's  Alnwick depot closed after end of service yesterday. 
From today all vehicles and services transfer over to Ashington, though some 
change in vehicle usage is expected, as the M-FTY Olympians have a limited 
fuel capacity and can no longer be refuelled in Alnwick. As such, their 
appearances on the 501/505/518 may become somewhat rarer. Next up - 
Peterlee and Bishop Auckland both  on 27/02/10. I can now illustrate Arriva 
Midlands Volvo B10B / Northern Counties driver trainer 9521 (K105OHF), 
which is on loan to Stockton and seen taking a break in Redcar. 



 

Daryl Mitchelhill reports that Go North East  have VDL SB200 / Wright 
YJ59BXW on loan at Washington. Andrew Tyldsley confirms that the Scania 
L94UA artics are receiving internal refurbishment, as it is three years since 
these well-ridden machines were last done. He also reports that VDL SB120s 
8267-70 are due to be branded for the 19 soon and that Volvo B10M / Plaxton 
7081/3/4 (Y781/3/4MFT) are due to go to Go Ahead's south coast operations. 
Optare Solos 480/600-2/13/5/7 (VU52UEF, NK54DFA/C/D, NM02DNU, 
VU52UEE, MX53FEF) have all been sold to Go Ahead's South 
Coast/Plymouth operations. 

 

Steven Oliver reports that Perrymans's, Berwick  have Alexander Dennis 
Enviro 200 demonstrator YX59BXW on loan. It features leather seating.  

25/01/10 

 

Alex Kennedy notes that Arriva North East  have a second ex Arriva 
Midlands Dennis Dart / Northern Counties in the shape of 2072 (L157YVK), 
which is working for Darlington. Sister 2071 (L127YVK) has moved on to 
Stockton. Neil Wise notes that the training school has Arriva Midlands Volvo 
B10B / Northern Counties K105OHF on loan. Lee Wardle notes that DAF 
SB3000 / Plaxton 1213 (V213DJR) has moved to Ashington ex Hexham, 
while Optare Metrorider 2702 (R702MHN) remains at Hexham. He and Ian 
Wilson report the reinstatement of Scania N113 / East Lancs 7393 
(N393OTY), initially at Ashington but now at Blyth. Vehicles due off at Redcar 
as a result of the new vehicles that have arrived so far are Optare Prisma 
3006/24 (N806XHN, N524XVN), Optare Metrorider 916 (R916JNL) and the 
sublime DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4086 (J413NCP).  



Chris Redpath reports that Stagecoach North East  have reinstated Volvo 
B10M / Northern Counties 20300 (M410SPY) at Slatyford, in place of accident 
damaged Alexander-bodied 20262 (N552VDC).  

 

Lee Wardle, Chris White and Dan Annis provide the latest sightings for Go 
North East . Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7082 (Y782MFT) is now operating in white 
at Chester-le-Street on new service X23, Gateshead have had Percy Main 
SPD 8206 (V206ERG) on loan while Chester-le-Street have had Deptford 
sister 8236 (NK51MKJ) on loan, Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4844 (R844PRG) is 
repainted, with sister 4840 (340GUP) following and Scania L94UB / Wright 
4960 (NL52WVR) is another repainted in the Metrolink livery. Optare Solo 613 
(NM02DNU) is reported as withdrawn at Ashington, while Scania L94UA / 
Wright 4951 (NK51OLT) is reported at Thorntons of Ashington for 
refurbishment. 

 

James Stoker reports that Tees Valley Coach Travel, Eaglescliffe  have 
added ex Arriva Midlands Volvo B10B / Northern Counties K106OHF to stock 
- interestingly sister to the vehicle on loan to Arriva NE!  

Andrew Rasmussen notes that Tees Valley Stagecarriage, Grangetown  
have Dennis Dart / Plaxon N57KBW for sale via ebay. 

 

Stu Gray reports that JSB, Coundon  have Plaxton Primo YX59BZO on 
demonstration.  



 

Joey Makepeace reports that Scarlet Band, West Cornforth  have acquired 
Leyland Olympian / Alexander K719ASC to replace MCW Metrobus FEZ3829.  

17/01/10 

 

Compass Royston, Stockton  now have Optare Solo GX55LNF in service, 
with its original hybrid driveline replaced by a more conventional Mercedes / 
Allison one. 

16/01/10 

 

Lee Wardle, Alex Kennedy, Bryn McGloin and Dan Duffy record the arrival of 
new VDL SB200 / Wright 1429/31/2 (NK59DNE/J/N) with Arriva North East  
at Redcar. These machines look especially fine in the interuban livery. Temsa 



Avenue demosntrator YJ59AZV has been numbered 4700 and placed in 
service at Redcar, as noted by Stu Gray, Bryn McGloin and many others. 
Several of the production Temsas for Redcar are understood to be indergoing 
pre-delivery inspection at Arriva Bus & Coach in Gomersal. Redcar have 
received Dennis Dart / Northern Counties 2071 (L127YVK), beleived to be on 
loan (hence retention of fleetnumber) from Arriva Midlands. Neil Wise notes 
that Scania N113 / East Lancs 7386 (N386OTY) has been moved to 
Darlington, where it is expected to be used prior to its disposal. Lee Wardle 
notes that Scania N113 / Northern Counties 7257 (N182OYH) has been 
operating for Jesmond ex Peterlee and that VDL DB250 / East Lancs 7455 
(YJ57BVF) has been on loan to Blyth this week, though it was returned to 
Alnwick today.  

Dan Annis reports that Go North East  have repainted Volvo B10BLE / Wright 
4838 (R838PRG) in the darker orange shade and that 4772 is now the only 
Lance SLF in use.  

 

Paul Thompson kindly advises that his Leven Valley, South Bank  fleet is 
now home to yet another new Alexander Dennis Enviro 200. 90 "Iona" 
(T10BHN) is now in service, with lettering that has historical connections.... 
Richard Smiles additionally advises that a futher example is to arrive and is 
expected be 89 "St Michael" (T9BHN). Several other vehicles are to be 
renumbered, with Enviro 200s 3/6 (T13/6GAJ) becoming 13/6 and Solo 8 
(T888EXG) becoming 88. 

Stu Gray notes that Weardale, Stanhope  have Optare Metrorider R609XAO 
in use. 

 

Joe Curry notes that Lees, Durham  have re-registered E904MUC to PIL2163. 

06/01/10 - Happy New Year!  



 

Arriva North East  Temsa Avenue demosntrator YJ59AZV is now being used 
for crew familiarisation at Redcar. The latest thinking is that all off the Tmsas, 
plus a number of VDL SB200s will go to Redcar (and some of these new 
vehicles should start arriving this month), with the remainder anticipated to go 
to Stockton - this could easily change, however. Trevor Gordon has reported 
Bishop Auckland MPD 1764 (NK05GWC) operating for Ashington - it is not 
known if this is a loan or a transfer. 

 

Lee Wardle, Gary Hunter and Dan Annis report that Go North East  have 
repainted Volvo B10BLE / Wight 4837 (R837PRG) in the revised green for the 
Diamond routes and Scania L94UB / Wright 4957-9 (NL52WVN-P) in the new 
Metrolink colours. Lee also notes that Dennis Lance SLF / Wright 4769-71 
(L469YVK, M470/1FJR) are the ones actually off the road, with 4772/3 
(M472/3FJR) still beeing seen in use. John Tyson has noted former 8024 
(J624KCU) for sale on ebay, converted to a Fire Engine-themed Limousine. 

Keith Lee notes that press reports have indicated that John Bell Travel , in 
conjunction with Durham County Council, are to acquire three "electric" 
(hybrid?) Optare Solos for operation on the Cathederal Bus service, 
enhancing the environmental crednetials of the service. 

Peter Nardone reports that Abbots, Leeming Bar  have purchased at least 
two new Optare Solos. The two note are YJ59NMO/U and it is beleived that 
there is at least one more. 

Stuart Gray notes a further Optare Solo with Weardale, Stanhope . MX07JNJ 
was new to Vale of Manchester and is beleived to have been in stock for a 
couple of months. 



 

John Atkin repors that Tees Valley  has been demerged into two seperate 
operations. Tees Valley Stagecarriage  based at the former Alrite depot near 
Grangetown has adopted a red livery and operates service 271 and a 
selection of contracts - Olympian M697HPF is the first vehcile repainted red. 
Other vehicles believed to be with this operation are Olympian M703HPF and 
Dart N57KBW - plus others as yet unidentified. Tees Valley Coach Travel  
remains at Eaglescliffe and retains the existing livery and majority of service 
work, plus contracts in the Stockton/Hartlepool areas. 

 

Phil Logie supplies some photos from the special Boxing Day services 
operated in Tyne and Wear, which saw Stanley Travel  on the 356, Tyneside 
Travel  on the X88 and Classic  on various routes including the 306. I, 
meanwhile, photographed the one and only bus operating on Teesside - A1 
Coaches  Dennis Dart H107MOB on the 66 Stockton - Teesside Park. 


