
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News April 2008 

 
  

 

30/04/08 

Arriva North East Optare Metroriders 2630/45 (P630/45FHN) are now 
operating at Darlington, with 914 (R914JNL) also due from Loftus to meet 
additional vehicle requirements on the Richmond and Catterick services. John 
Tyson reports that Peterlee's Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1641 (S641KHN) is 
off the road with accident damage. 

 

LW and Baz report that Go North East Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 4993 
(S590KJF) has moved to Percy Main. LW also reports that SPDs 8160/1/3-5 
(S360/1/3-5ONL) are all now at Chester-le-Street and that 8165 is also now in 
green, joining 8163. It is understood that these will be for service 71 Chester-
le-Street to Sunderland and will be named the "Lambton Worm". MPD 505 
(X595FBB) is now pink. KS reports that several new Mercedes Citaros in gold 
"Laser" branded livery are at Saltmeadows in preparation for the 35, while 
Grant Potter has noted one or two of these on crew training runs. KS also 
reports Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3939 (R398LGH) under repair. 

Stagecoach North East Volvo B10BLE / Plaxton 21102 (P602JBU) has 
returned to Stockton, South Shields taking Alexander bodied sister 21156 
(R256KRG) instead. Also now at Stockton is MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22210 
(T210TND), currently having its seats refurbished for service. Volvo B10BLE / 
Alexander 21151 (R251KRG) remains parked up inside Stockton depot 
untouched. Danny Howard reports that the paint shop at Sunderland is 
currently home to Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16725 (N725LTN), MAN 
18.220 / Alexander 22214 (T214TND) and Dennis Dart / Alexander 32761 
(L761ARG), while withdrawn Lynx 29061 (F601UVN) was also being worked 
on. Peter Tuck reports that former Transit Lynxes G617/9CEF were being 
used as a source of spares for Malta, though this may have been thwarted by 
a fire at the ise in Bromyard where the work was being done. The previously 
mentioned new vehicles did indeed move on elsewhere, though it is now 
understood that the Hartlepool vehicles 39657-75 (NJ08CRX/Z/SF/O/U/V/X-
Z/TE/F/O/U/V/X-Z/UA) are imminent. 



 

Daniel Stazicker reports that The BBC have dispensed with the services of 
their BBC Tees and BBC Newcastle buses due to funding constraints. Both 
are now awaiting their fate in the Leeds area. 

 

LW notes that Weardale, Stanhope have acquired low floor Mercedes 
Sprinter SF57JSX for the recently won Consett to Wolsingham service. 

 

LW also reports that First Choice, South Moor have metallic green Volvo 
B10M / Plaxton WJI5868 in use. 

Ian Singleton reports the delivery of what appeared to be a new Setra coach 
to Procters, Bedale. 

Andrew Rasmussen has spotted that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe Leyland 
Olympian / Optare E500LFL has been for sale on ebay. 

23/04/08 

John Robinson reports that Arriva North East Optare Metrorider 922 
(R922JNL) is now operating for Darlington ex Stockton. Danny Howard noted 
Leyland Olympian / ECW 7219 (D216FYM) operating on hire to Peterlee 
depot from Durham on Saturday. 



 

More pink vehicles appearing with Go North East are MPD 504 (X504WRG) 
and Dennis Trident / Plaxton 3885/6 (NK51UCN/O), the latter pair refurbished. 
Thanks to Steven Hodgson and LW for these reports. Paul Moseley reports 
that Mercedes Citaro 5297 (NK08CGZ) is now in service at Gateshead. Ian 
Gordon reports that Super Pointer Darts 8160/1/5 (S360/1/5ONL) have been 
moved from Gateshead to Chester-le-Street. Thanks also to the many people 
who have passed on the news that DAF SB120 / Wright 8250 (NA52BVG) is 
out of use after an accident. Steven Hodgson reports that new service 942 
Boldon - Low Simonside is operated by Washington using Volvo Olympians - 
a useful opportunity to ride on these fine machines. Nathan Brown, Steven 
Hodgson and Gazza report that Optare Metrorider 484 (R92HUA) is now in 
use as a crew ferry at Deptford. 

Marty B yesterday noted a pair of new vehicles at Stagecoach North East's 
Stockton depot. The had SV08--- registrations, so would seem unlikely to be 
the new vehicles due for Hartlepool (I understand NJ08--- registrations are 
booked for them) and may just be passing through, bound for Scotland. 

 

Daniel Stazicker has been out on the trail of more interesting vehicles formerly 
operated in the region. He has tracked down ex OK Travel / Go North East 
Optare Delta J203VHN with Harris, Blackwood and ex Cleveland Transit / 
Stagecoach Darlington Leyland Lynx II K622YVN with Veolia Wales. 



 

John Robinson reports that Classic, Tyndale Group Travel and Durham 
City Coaches partook in a Coach Holiday promotional event in Darlington on 
saturday. 

 

John Atkin and James Stoker report that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe now have 
Leyland Olympian / Optare E500LFL. 

 

Steven Hodgson and LW have gathered more news from Classic, Annfield 
Plain. Volvo B12B / Plaxton YN54ZHM is in stock from Burtons, Haverhill and 
sister KX56OVL is in stock from Wiltax. 

 

LW illustrates Veolia north East Optare Solo CN06BXE, which would now 
seem to be standing in for the one damged in the recent accident. 

18/04/08 



 

Gary Mitchelhill, Steven Hodgson and LW report the repaint of Arriva North 
East Optare Solo 2505 (Y296PDN) into Arriva livery. A second has been 
noted at Jesmond (probably 2504) in a rubbed down state ready for repaint. 
Steven also illustrates the branding of MPDs 1751/2 (W752/3SBR) for the 
M55. 

 

Nathan Brown reports that Go North East Scania L94UB / Wright 4942 
(NK51OLE) and Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano are now at Deptford, while LW 
illustrates earlier transfer 4945. Since transfer to Ashington, Go North East's 
share of service 308 has seen quite a variety of vehicles used, often in stark 
contrast to Arriva's Enviros on the route. These have included Solo 453 
(S253KNL), Lynx 4999 (K101JMV) and Bargain Bus Olympian 3953 
(G522VBB). 

 

LW has been up to Stanley Coaches, Oxhill and illustrates recent acquisition 
SF06WCL. He also notes that Mercedes Vario / Palxton YN57OUY has 
gained personalised plate JU57STX. 

George Kendall passes on the news that ex Redby, Sunderland Optare Solo 
R13DBY is now with TM Travel, Stavely.  

LW reports that First Choice, South Moor have disposed of their Olympian 
and Metrobus.  

James Carling reports that well known Leyland Atlantean / Willowbrook 
SFC4P has been removed from use by Hartlepool Families First due to a 



number of problems and is in the process of being replaced by a more 
modern low floor vehicle. 

13/04/08 

 

Daryl Mitchelhill and "Gazza" both report that Go North East MPD 503 
(X503WRG) is now pink. Daryl's photo shows it unusually working the busy 
"Fab" 56 route. Ian Gordon reports that Scania L94UB / Wright 4944 
(NK51OLH) is now working for Deptford. A further Mercedes Citaro to arrive 
and enter service at Gateshead is 5296 (NK08CGY). 

Stagecoach North East MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22204 (T204TND) can now 
be confirmed as working for Stockton, repainted and, it seems, suitably re-
glazed. Ian Gordon notes that Volvo B10BLE / Northern Counties 21102 
(P602JBU) has been displaced from Stockton to South Shields and that South 
Shields' Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32795 (M597SSB) has recevied a more 
modern Hanover (thanks to Mark McCann for the correction on the type) 
destination screen. Danny Howard reports that the current content of the 
Wheatsheaf paintshop is Volvo B10M / Alexander 20117 (N217LTN) and 
MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22210/1 (T210/1TND), the latter pair presumably 
destined for Stockton. 

A couple of the former Redby, Sunderland services buses that didn't transfer 
to Go North East have been traced. George Kendall reports that Volvo B7RLE 
/ Wright MX07OYT is working Park and Ride at Worcester North, while Jack 
Hollington reports that sister AE57FXW is now working on loan to Arriva 
Yorkshire. 

 

Steven Hodgson provides the above fine photograph of Veolia North East 
Mini Pointer Dart FM52GKV. 

Lee-James Worsfold reports that Arriva North East Optare Vecta 1540 
(L540FHN) unfortunately suffered fire damage whilst operating out of service 
yesterday. 



06/04/08 

Arriva North East Optare Prisma 3001 (M301SAJ) is now written off stock 
after its accident a few weeks ago. Marty B reports that it has now had its 
major units and most re-usable parts removed and the remains are dumped at 
Redcar depot. Alex Kennedy notes that Loftus are now operating DAF SB220 
/ Ikarus 4086 (J413NCP) after a breif period at Redcar. 

 

Andrew Tyldsley has kindly summarised all recent movements at Go North 
East. Those not already reported are of SPD 8212 (V212ERG) to Winlaton, 
Optare Solo 453 (S253KNL) to Ashington, Leyland Olympian / Alexander 
3952 (H550PVW) to Ashington, DAF SB220GS / Northern Counties 4824/5 
(P324/5AFT) to Washington and Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3873/4 
(W183/4SCU) to Deptford. Optare Solo 464 (T464BCN), Mercedes Sprinter / 
Koch 470 (BU53AXC), rare Marshall Minibus 483 (P459EFL) and Optare 
Metrorider 484 (R92HUA) are now withdrawn. He also confirms that the 
Citaros for the 58 that have arrived are 5284/5/7-93/5, of which 5284/5/7-9/91 
have seen service so far. Thanks also to Steven Hodgson, Gazza, Ian Gordon 
and others for reporting some of the above too. Also reported is the use of 
SPD 8208 (V208ERG) by Ashington. John has spotted the former 4719 
(TJR719Y) for sale on ebay. 

 

Danny Howard reports on Stagecoach North East. Hartlepool again have 
both of their Olympians in use, while currently up at the Wheatsheaf paint 
shop are MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22195 (T195MVM), Dennis Dart / 
Alexander 32774 (N774RVK) and Volvo B10M / Alexander 20117 (N217LTN). 
Scania N113 / Alexander 28901/2/5/6 (F901/2/5/6JRG) have been removed 
from their storage at Slatyford - destination unknown. 

Ian Knapp reports that Veolia North East have Dennis Dart / Plaxton 
FM52GKV on loan from Veolia Nottingham (in Dunn Line livery) and MAN 
14.220 / East Lancs ML53BLU on loan from Veolia York (in Veolia livery). The 
Dart was the regular bus on the CSA shuttle in Washington before being 
replaced by the MAN. Formerly on this service was Veolia Cymru Optare Solo 



CN06BXE. This is reported due to return to Wales, though Ray Parnaby noted 
it in use in Whitley Bay yesterday.  

Dave reports that Premier, Blyth have two ex K&J, York Leyland Lynxes. 
One is identied as OKZ4787 (ex G93EOG). Also in stock is Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton M303BAV and a Van Hool coach that could not be fully identified.  

Dave also reports that Phoenix, Blyth have reregistered Vario SF57EUA to 
A2OJD, the previous holder of this reverting to NK05OFZ.  

02/04/08 

 

Chris Hall reports that Arriva North East have been using some of their ex 
Stagecoach Darlington Darts on the X14, still in Stagecoach livery and, in at 
least once case, still with Stagecoach fleetnames! Confusing? Maybe. 
Boring? Certainly not! 

 

Chris Hall also provides some news and photos from his beloved Stagecoach 
on Teesside (or Cleveland Transit as I'm sure he would prefer!). Dennis 
Dart / Plaxton 32182 (K857LGN) continues to trundle on, working a wide 
variety of services (incl. 11/12/12, 36/37/38), while also still running is Leyland 
Lynx driver trainer 29107 (F107HVK). He also illustrates an interesting 
destination display on Volvo Olympian 16840 (R640OVN) - I beleive that all 
vehicles with Hanover displays at Stockton can display this. 

 

Andrew Tyldsley kindly confirms that Go North East Dennis Trident / Plaxton 
3885-9 (NK51UCN-P/R/S) are to be refurbished for continued service on the 



"Angel". this will also see 3885/6/9 painted into full Angel livery, rather than 
the current pink front end on standard livery. 

Andrew Goodchild tells me that Stanley Coaches, Oxhill have now 
purchased Leyland Tiger / Plaxton C34CWT from Garnetts and that it is to be 
used on a school contract (lucky kids!). Acquired is SF06WCL, reported as a 
12.8m long Plaxton ex Parks of Hamilton. Volvo B10M / Plaxton P4STX has 
been sold. 

01/04/08 

 

Danny Howard noted that Arriva North East Optare Metrorider 2710 
(R710MHN), now redundant from Redcar, is working for Peterlee, replacing 
sister 2709 (R709MHN). 

 



Big thanks to Steven Hodgson, LW, Nathan Brown, Paul Mosley, Ian Gordon, 
Grant Potter and Ray Parnaby for reporting and illustrating this weekend's 
changes at Go North East. Services on North Tyneside were extensively 
revised, including the start of revised cross-city services 1, 2 and 58. A further 
new Mercedes Citaro is 5291 (NK08CGG). MPDs 509/10 (X509/10WRG) are 
now at Percy Main, as are Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano 8285 (V435KGF), DAF 
SB120 / Wright 8256 (NK04FOV), Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3824 
(S824OFT), Scania L94UB / Wright 4954/70 (NK51OLR, NK53UNW) and a 
trio of driver trainers, including Optare Delta 4752 (G752UCU) and Volvo 
B10M / Plaxton 7062 (JSK962). Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3930 
(R389LGH) is at Stanley, while sister 3939 (R398LGH) is reported to be 
written off. Optare Deltas 4759/91 (K759RBB, M791HCU) are at Ashington, 
where the Lynxes are expected to be removed from service before too much 
longer (as vehicles are dispalced from elsewhere by new Citaros) - click here 
for a video taken on board 4999 (K101JMV). DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4823 
(P323AFT) is now at Washington, while Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3825 (S825OFT) is at Gateshead and MPD 8196 (V196ERG) is at Stanley. 
SPDs 8209/10 (V209/10ERG) are now at Deptford, as is Scania L94UB / 
Wright 4945 (NK51OLJ). SPD 8163 (S363ONL) is now in a new shade of 
green, expected to be for service 71 Chester-le-Street - Sunderland. Prince 
Bishops Scanias have been making surprisingly regular appearances on the 
X35 this week. 

 

Steven Hodgson illustrates Stagecoach North East Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 14669 (H669BNL) which is now totally roofless. Ian Wilson 
reports that MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22204 (T204TND) is now at Stockton. 
**Correction** Note that 22666 (V166OEF) is NOT at Stockton.** Neil 
Watson reports that the final two Enviro 400s have been in service for a week 
or two - these being 19218/9 (NK08DXE/F). 

Paul Thompson records the departure of on-loan Optare Solo MX54KTX from 
Leven Valley, Middlesbrough after two weeks of service. 


