
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News April 2009 

 
  

 

27/04/09 

 

Arriva North East's  Bishop Aucklanddepot continues to receive new VDL 
SB200 / Wright vehicles, with 1415/7/8/20-2/4/6 (NK09EJD/F/G/L/K/V/Y/KB) 
all in service there by Saturday. Disposal-listed Scania N113 / East Lancs 
7384 (N384OTY), has moved from Blyth to Ashington via Jesmond and, as of 
Saturday, was still available for service. 

 

The remainder of Stagecoach North East's  MAN A66 / Alexander are now in 
use at Sunderland. Sunderland's allocation is 39724-32 
(NK09EGU/X/Y/V/Z/HB/WC/D/B). 

 

Go North East  Transbus MPD 574 (NK53TMZ) has joined 573 (NK53TMY - 
illustrated last time) at Winlaton, displacing older sister 519 (NK51MKA) to 
Deptford. Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4900 (V990ETN) is another refurbished and 
repainted lime green (unbranded). Lee Wardle reports that Dennis Trident / 
East Lancs 3870 (W174SCU) is now at Chester-le-Street ex Percy Main, with 
the GNE website confirming Scania Omnicity 5271 (NK56KKG) as going the 



other way and also showing the reinstatement at Deptford of Dennis Dart SLF 
/ Marshall 582 (T112AGP). 

 

In an interesting development Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe  today began 
operation of new commercial services 87 Billingham - Hartburn and 271 Trunk 
Road - Guisborough. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Nexus  are using VDL SB200 / Plaxton 
YJ57BCU for promotional purposes at the moment. It is being maintained by 
Go North East, who have allocated fleetnumber 9165 to it. Note that the 
above photo was taken by Steven with the kind permission of Nexus staff. 

 

New at Howard Snaith, Otterburn  are Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 
NK09FKR and Volvo B7R / Plaxton YN09DXZ. 

 

Jason Nelles notes that Skelton Coaches, Charltons  have acquired Leyland 
Olympian / ECW C450BKM, which had once operated for Northumbria. 



23/04/09 

 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva North East's  Bishop Auckland depot is home 
to new VDL SB200 / Wright 1415/7/8/22/6 (NK09EJD/F/G/V/KB), as illustrated 
by Steven Hodgson. Dennis Dar SLF / Plaxton 1649/51 (R424/6COO)have 
been displaced to Redcar with more expected to follow. Between them, 
Steven, Lee Wardle and Curtis Rawlinson report that further Leyland 
Olympian / Northern Counties have arrived from Arriva North West. These are 
H101/6/8GEV and are all now stored at Ashington, presumably also for 
spares. Steven Hodgson illustrates that some of Blyth's Alexander Dennis 
Enviro 400s have been branded as Coastliner for the 308. Redcar and Bishop 
Auckland have been borrowing vehicles from other depots on a very regular 
basis in recent days, Bryn McGloin illustrating DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4080 
(T81AUA) on loan to Redcar from Darlington. Redcar MPD 1725 (V725DNL) 
has suffered significant accident damage and is expected to be written off.  

 

A number of interesting changes have taken place to contracted services in 
Northumberland, including Arriva North East's  Hexham depot regaining 
service 688 Hexham - Allenheads after a number of years and services 74/75 
(now 74/74A) Newcatsle - Matfen passing from Arriva  to Go North East , 
having previously been operated by Stagecoach , North Rider  and others. 
Thanks to David Sharp and David Gambles for the photos. 



 

Steven Hodgson and Lee Wardle report that Go North East  Scania Omnicity 
5270 (NK56KKF) is now cream at Percy Main and Dennis Trident / East 
Lancs 3871 (W181SCU) is now pink at Chester-le-Street. The cream 
Omnicities, as illustarted by Daryl Mitchelhill, Steven Hodgson and Lee 
Wardle, are now gaining Coaster branding in a more restrained (and arguably, 
less stylish) form than previously employed on the Tridents. Note that the font 
has also been changed to prevent "Coaster" looking like "Waster" from certain 
angles! 

Paul Fuller reports that Dreadnought, Ashington  have sold their Neoplan 
Skyliners. H297GKN has gone to an operator in Lincoln, while RIB4313 (ex 
C173KET) is about to go to a buyer in Blaydon. 

 

Joe Curry notes that Albatross  have added Iveco Eurorider / Beulas 
Y259BWN to stock. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Garnett's, Tindale Crescent  have new Mercedes 
Vario / Plaxton YN09DXM to stock. 

16/04/09 



 

Steven Hodgson notes the delivery of Arriva North East  VDL SB200 / Wright 
NK09EJC/E/X/KB (and two others) to Jesmond. A trawl of fotopic sites shows 
NK09EJJ/L/Z/KC to have reached the mainland from Ballymena. An 
unregistered demonstrator is noted by Stu Gray and Steven Hodgson to be at 
Bishop Auckland for crew familiarisation. Alex Kennedy notes that Loftus 
depot has now beeen boarded up and it should be noted that the demolition of 
Darlington depot is continuing at a pace. John Paul Lavery and Wayne 
Picknet report that Peterlee Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1639 (S639KHN) is at 
Redcar and that Scania L113 / East Lancs 290 (N290NCN) is transferred to 
Stockton ex Ashington. Steven Hodgson provides photographic evidence that 
Scania N113 / East Lancs 7385 (N385OTY) is now at Peterlee, joining 7383. 
It has been confirmed that Olympian H112GEV is for spares. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East  Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7077 
(S977ABR) is reinstated to Ashington as Bargain Express back-up, while Lee 
Wardle notes that newer sister 7085 (Y785MFT) has gained an LED display 
to allow it to be used as back-up for the X9, though it is understood that this 
vehicle may still be required for a summer-only NatEx contract. Chris Redpath 
and Andrew Tyldsley report that SPD 8208 (V208ERG) is at Deptford ex 
Ashington, Scania Omnicity 5274 (NK56KKL) is now red at Stanley (in Chris 
Thompson's photo above it was working back on loan to Chester-le-Street) 
and that Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4911/2 (W411SCU, X912WGR) are now both 
at Percy Main. Preserved ex Northern MCW Metrobus 3501 (UTN501Y) is 
now resplendent in NBC red, as photographed by John Tyson, and looks 
superb! See also my photos from Kirkby Stephen for more of this fine vehicle. 

 



Chris Redpath kindly provides the latest movements at Stagecoach North 
East . A large number of vehicles are newly listed for disposal, these being 
Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20247/8/50-2/70 (M547/8/50-2SPY, 
M710KRH), Volvo B10M / Alexander 20117/714-6/23/5/6 (N217LTN, K714-
6/23/5/6DAO), Dennis Dart / Alexander 32725/7 (K725/7PNL) and Dennis 
Dart / Plaxton 32117 (K117SRH), while Volvo B10M / Alexander 20102-6/15 
(N202-6/15LTN) are all now in reserve and Dennis Dart / Alexander 32726 
(K726PNL) is sold for scrap. It would appear, however, that 20270 has had a 
reprieve as Lee Johnson and Danny Howard now report that working for 
Stockton. Many of the reserve/disposal vehicles are stored in company 
depots, with Danny Howard and Gazza reporting B10Ms 20716/23/6/9 
(K716/23/6/9DAO) at the Wheatsheaf, B10Ms 20117/247/8/50 (N217LTN, 
M547/8/50SPY) at Slatyford, Darts 32655/730/46/66 (P455EEF, L730/46VNL, 
M766DRG) at South Shields and B10Ms 20102-6/15/252 (N201-6/15LTN, 
M552SPY) at Stockton. Danny also notes that Volvo B10M / Northern 
Counties 20249 (M549SPY) has gone for scrap and Mercedes 40474 
(N474RVK) has been sold for preservation 

 

Lee Wardle has been up to Hunters, Tantobie  and reports that their large 
collection of long-withdrawn vehicles has been augmented by a few more 
recent ones, including Mercedes minis D341APG, F625/9XMS and Volvo 
B10M / Plaxton RJI8611. Mercedes Vario V2FEA has been noted on the 
premesis of Stanley Buses. Photos of these vehicles (of which there are too 
many to display here can be seen on fotopic. 

 

Lee Wardle notes that Classic, Annfield Plain  have reliveried Optare Solo 
YL02FKY in an updated style for the Hadrian's Wall service AD122. 

06/04/09 



 

Stuart Gray notes the arrival of Arriva North East  VDL SB200 / Wright 1404 
(NK09BPF). It was used breifly by Bishop Auckland for some crew 
familiarisation (a demo has now followed to fulfill this role) and is now working 
for Ashington as pictured by Lee Wardle. Lee today noted Arriva NW Leyland 
Olympian / Northern Counties H112GEV in Jesmond depot. It would seem 
unlikely that this would be here to work, given that all of the Leylands have 
gone, so may well be passing through to Scotland, perhaps. Wayne Picknett, 
Bryn McGloin and Stephen Johns report that Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1613 
(S613KHN) is at Redcar to allow Scania Omnicity 4652 (NK05GXL) to go to 
Stockton for Easter Moorsbus duties. It is understood that Scania N113 / East 
Lancs 7383 (N383OTY) has take its place at Peterlee. Sister 7385 
(N385OTY), which was under preparation for return to service on Saturday, 
has been noted back in use at Blyth by Lee.  

 

Go North East  today began operation of new service X9 Newcastle - 
Middlesbrough using Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7078/80/1 (S978ABR, 
Y808/781MFT) in dedicated livery. This followed launches in Middlesbrough 
and Newcastle last week using 7081. Thanks to Steven Hodgson and Lee 
Wardle for the pictures. Steven and Lee also note that Stanley have gained 
Scania Omnicity 5273 (NK56KKJ), in red and expected to be joined by 
5270/1/4 (NK56KKF/G/L) to work service 15 Durham - Consett as well as 



other routes. Chester-le-Street have gained Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3872 
(W862PNL), now in pink from Percy Main, who in turn have Volvo B10BLE / 
Wright 4911 (W411SCU) from Stanley. Thanks also to the myriad of people 
who have reported that MPDs 486/7/519 (V186/7ERG, NK51MKA) are now at 
Winlaton and that Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4896/7 (V9867ETN) are both back 
in use in green - several of your photos appear above. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports the arrival of new MAN / Wright Meridian OU09EAW 
at Weardale, Stanhope  - and rather fine does it look! 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Travelsure, Seahouses  have Mercedes Touro 
BU53AXH in stock from Flights Hallmark. 

Joe Curry reports that Paul Watson Travel have added Volvo B10M / 
Jonkherre ELZ3700 to stock. 


