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The Latest News August 2006

29/08/06

Steven Hodgson reports the branding of Go North East green Volvo B10BLE
/ Wright 4917 (X917WGR) as "The Highwayman", while he and Raymond
Embleton also report the branding of SPDs 8171/2 (S371/20NL) as "The
Saltwell Park".

Delivery of the new Enviro 400s for Stagecoach in Newcastle has continued,
with the majority carring "56" plates. It would appear that the "06" reg
examples MAY be re-registered. No doubt it will all become clear when they
enter service in early September.

Graeme Scarlett has updated me on the latest goings on at his fleet - The
Eden, West Auckland. Mercedes 709 / Alexander K621UFR and N587WND
have been acquired from Weardale and Leven Valley, respectively. Plaxton
bodied sister AHZ5194 has gone to Sherburn Coaches, Durham.

23/08/06

Steven Hodgson and Gary Mitchelhill have both noted several of the yellow
SPDs with Go North East now wering stripes ready for full "Blaydon Racers"
branding. The refurbishment and repaining of Gateshead's B10BLEs also
continues. The Magic Roundabout MPDs are also all now branded, several
having operated in blue only for several weeks. The latest entries on VOSA
suggest that the rumoured re-arrangement of the 21 group and 722/724
services may be on the cards.



Steven Hodgson also points out that the first batch of new Darts for
Stagecoach North East are for Sunderland services 10/11 rather than
South Shields services 10/11.

19/08/06

Craig Bell tells me that Arriva North East Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7429
(M693HPF) is now parked up at Peterlee pending a new roof. Metroriders
2639/41 (P639/41FHN) are currently parked up at Jesmond ex Redcar
alongside MPDs 1701/3 (T701RCN, V703DNL) which have come off loan to
Darlington. In spite of the desire of Arriva North East to clear itself of
Metroriders, a report on the Arriva NW&W Yahoo group suggests that at least
one example is to come from there. This may be connected to the start of
competeive services 153/4 Gateshead - Saltwell Park or, indeed, to the take-
over of service 684 Newcastle - Ovington.

Stuart Martin tells me that Stagecoach in South Shields will receive two
batches of new Darts. Eleven for services 10/11 to be followed by nine for
services 7/8.

Tony Walshaw has provided a very thorough update on the latest happenings
at Compass Royston, Stockton. A significant number of school contracts
have been won in East Cleveland from Redcar & Cleveland BC (mainly in lieu
of Skelton Coaches) and much long distance work is being operated, whereas
non-seatbelt local work has been lost. Fleet changes (both actual and
intended) beyond those mentioned already are as follows:

-Five B1OM/Plaxton's have been acquired from Esk Valley Coaches - F408
DUG (Paramount), and Premiere's L8 TCC (its original registration mark),
ESK 793 (originally Eddie Brown M551 WWT), P981 JBC & R459 BAY. The
last two are automatics and originated in Eire with CIE, as did previously
acquired P432 JJU ex Procters.

-The MFC team coach Touro NKO5 UEM has been sold to Eddie Brown,
apparently for use as the Hull City FC team coach. In part exchange,
B10M/Premiere 551 ALW has come to Compass, and has subsequently been
re-registered T797 FRU, with the cherished mark being returned to Eddie
Brown. A new dedicated MFC coach has yet to be finalised. Volvo
B12B/Sunsundegui FJ54 ZDM has been sold to Four Square Coaches,
Pontefract.

-All existing "standard" and 72-seat coaches have been advertised for sale,
except for 72-seat B1OM/Supreme PBZ 8343. These are: B10OM's LIW 4291
(Duple Goldliner), KIW 7812 (Jonckheere Deauville), C702 KDS (Caetano),
Paramounts 1624 WY, HIL 9271, TAZ 4059, LIL 9815/6, MIW 9046, and
Dennis/Duple 72-seaters F481 KFM, PIL 9276 & H194 TYC. These vehicles
remain in service at the present time. It is intended to convert two other
B10M's to the 72-seat layout to partly replace the Dennis's.



-Mercedes 709D G98 NBD has been withdrawn and is being cannibalised.
Mercedes 811D/Wright HDZ 2615 is repainted in the new white livery. Thus
the "Town Link" livery is being phased out with only 709D E91 LBV (& Fiesta
van S919 ABR) remaining in it. Mercedes 814L minicoach P557 DPY (ex
Commercial) is undergoing extensive bodywork rebuilding before entering
service.

-Delta Coaches K5 URE, Scania/Van Hool tri-axle that remained unsold when
Delta reverted to taxi-only work in January 2003, has been acquired by ITC
and overhauled, mainly at Procters. The toilet has been removed and it is
upseated to 54 from 50. Initially touted to be operated within the group, it has
now been advertised for sale with the vehicles listed above.

-Certain Procters work is being covered from Stockton by Compass, for which
B10M's DSU 313 (Plaxton Premiere), T730 UOS (Jonckheere), USU 345 &
Y2 POB (Berkhofs) are on loan from Procters.

-To clarify, the two white Touros BUO4 UTF and BX04 MZT are Evobus
"swing" vehicles based at ITC that are loaned to operators for demonstration
and/or maintenance cover. They sometimes appear on loan to Compass. The
Sprinter demo BX55 FYD is used similarly. ITC also owned the DAF/Caetano
B773 OSB used by Compass, though this had been sold to a new operator,
CE Euro Travel in autumn 2004. It suffered severe vandal damage soon after
and had latterly been laid up at Compass. It has recently been removed for
scrap.

16/08/06

Steven Hodgson reports that no known MANs have been seen at
Stagecoach in South Shields (Darlington fleethames or otherwise - so this
report remains mysterious). He also reports that Stagecoach North East are
planning some fleet movemnts for October and are expecting new Darts for
services 7/8 in South Shields. Cascades from this and the new Enviros in
Newcastle could well see the end of the Mercedes minis and low floor
conversion of the former Economic routes.

Steven Oliver tells me that Perrymans, Berwick have sold their final ex
Arriva Northumbria Metrorider, as two further Optare Solos are in stock. One
is MX06BTF and the otehr is on a 55 plate. Both are branded for the 253, on
which route Volvo B7RLE / Wright BX04CKYV can also be seen.

Steven Oliver also tells me that Munro, Jedburgh have extended their hourly
service 67 Kelso - Galashields to Berwick on a two-hourly basis repalcing
service 23 (previously operated by Travelsure and Swans before that).
Service 131 now only runs Newcastle - Galshields, with the Edinburgh section
covered by enhanced First service X95.

13/08/06



Stuart Gray confirms that MCW Metrobus 611 (GYE396W) is indeed the one
with Arriva Durham County at Bishop Auckland. This is apparently standing
in for deroofed Olympian 7429 which was due to transfer to Bishop Auckland
with 7428 (M692HPF) which is already there. Leyland Olympian / ECW
7214/23 (D187/203FYM) have left Bishop Auckland, expected to go to
Scotland West, to be followed by 7211/24 (C102CHM, D146FYM).

On loan at Dunn-Line (Durham), Hetton-le-Hole is Optare Solo
demonstrator YJ55BKX.

Craig tells me that the Routemaster with Redby, Sunderland is RML2546.

Tony Walshaw confirms that sad news that Compass Royston, Stockton
have retired their final Bristol VR. MOU746R remains intact with working dual
doors and tested until April.

A vehicle not previously seen with Low Fell, Gateshead is Scania K112 /
Plaxton J964YWJ, which would appear to have had a past career with
Yorkshire Traction.

It was noted yesterday that some of the real-time dispalys in the region are
now working and showing live data! The one above is in Stockton High Street.

11/08/06

Neil Wise tells me that Arriva North East have an MCW Metrobus (thought to
be 611) in service at Bishop Auckland. This is presumably a stand in for 4029.
A couple of interesting reports have also popped up on various yahoo groups.
On ybdn it has been suggested that two A/B reg Leyland Olympian / ECW are
to come from Arriva Yorkshire, while on the renfrewshirebus yahoo group it is
noted that reserve fleet MCW Metrobus 620/1/3/4 (WLT954, A959SYF,
B112/6WUL) are in service with Arriva Scotland West.



Stuart Martin has kindly confirmed that the new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s
for Stagecoach in Newcastle are to be numbered 19023-45. Andrew Scott
has noted SNO6JSY/TO/U/Z delivered so far.

Staven Hodgson has noted another Optare Solo with Dunn Line. This one is
YJO6YPP and joins YJO6VOK, YRM/N/PP/R.

He also reports some, frankly bizarre, aquisitions at Redby, Sunderland.
These are ex Arriva London (in City Sightseeing livery) open top MCW
Metrobus GYE533/9W and an unidentified AEC routemaster!

Peter Tuck reports that Weardale, Stanhope now have Leyland Olympian /
Alexander F624MSL. Sister G640EVYV is stood outside of the depot with its
rear axle removed.

10/08/06

Andrew Scott reports that Stagecoach in Newcastle's Slatyford depot is
currently housing a pair of Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s. One of these is
SNO6JSY. It is beleived that these may be the first of a batch to work services
62/63/X63 in Newcastle. The likely movements that would result from the
entry into service of these vehicles would seem to explain Sam Edmonton's
sighting of four MAN 18.220 / Alexander heading towards South Shields with
Stagecoach in Darlington fleethames and the report from John-Paul Lavery
that Stockton is to lose some or all of it's Volvo B10Ms. Additionally,
Stagecoach are to trial a bio-ethanol fuelled Scania Omnilink at several
locations during August - see link. It is to visit Newcastle on 21/08/06 and
22/08/06.

09/08/06



Thanks to lan Wilson and Neil Wise for letting me know that Arriva Durham
County DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4029 (R429RPY) was yesterday destroyed
by fire. Circumstances as yet unknown to me.

Neil Wise reports that Arriva Durham County currently have reserve fleet
MPDs 1701/3 (T701RCN, V703DNL) and Optare Metrorider 2619 (P619FHN)
on loan at Darlington covering for vehicles away for engine repairs.

Steven Hodgson reports that some of the Go North East Dennis Dart SLF /
Marshall recently transferred to Stanley are now with Stanley Shuttle
branding. It should also be emphasised that 4916 and 4950/1 feature the
same mogquette and interior colour scheme as the recent delivery of B7TLs for
the 724. The VOSA website shows a number of significant changes around
Chester-le-Sreet from 01/10/06.

Steven also notes that Munros of Jedburgh are now operating new
Mercedes Vario / Plaxton SFO60DS on the 131 into Newcastle.

08/08/06

Raymond Embleton has kindly provided the above photos of Go North East
refurbished Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4916 (X916WGR) in green livery and
Scania L94UA / Wright 4951 (NK51OLT), also refurbished, in sliver-blue
fading livery. Sister 4950 was similarly bedecked.

07/08/06

In rather an unfortunate incident yesterday Arriva Durham County Volvo
Olympian / East Lancs 7429 (M693HPF) was deroofed after taking a wrong
turn and going under Albert Bridge in Middlesbrough. Some photos appear on
the Evening Gazette website. The return working was provided by Loftus
depot using DAF SB220GS / Ikarus 4074 (T74AUA). Thanks to the multitude
of people who got in touch about this.




As rightly pointed out by Barry, not all of the fleet movements that Go North
East have indicated on their online fleetlist have taken place yet, with Percy
Main retaining one MPD at least.

05/08/06

Go North East have updated their website with an updated fleetlist and
details of the rebranded "Stanley Shuttles". Steven Hodgson's photo above
illustrates the route branding. Steven also reports that Mercedes Citaro
demonstrator 9176 (BX05UVZ) has been on loand again. The full list of recent

fleet movements is as follows:

Type: No.s: From: To:
Volvo Olympian 3812-6 Gateshead Stanley
3920 Gateshead Deptford
Leyland Olympian | 3676/7/947/8 Deptford Delicenced
3953/4/6/9-61 Stanley Delicenced
Optare Delta 4790/1 Winlaton Chester-le-Street
Optare Sigma 4776 Deptford Winlaton
4779-81 Deptford Gateshead
4783-5 Washington Gateshead
DAF SB220 4867 Stanley Chester-le-Street
Volvo B10BLE 4848 Gateshead Stanley
Scania L94UB 4937-41/67-9 Washington Deptford
4991/2 Chester-le-Street Deptford
Volvo B10M 7058/9/62/74/5 Driver Training Washington
Dennis Dart 8095/102/5/9 Deptford Gateshead
8118/9 Deptford Washington
8099/108/10/20/1 | Deptford Delicenced
Dennis Dart SLF 580-2 Chester-le-Street Deptford
583-5 Stanley Deptford
588-97 Deptford Stanley
Mini Pointer Dart 514-6 Percy Main Deptford
517/8 Percy Main Washington
Optare Solo 456 Stanley Percy Main

Vehicles removed from the fleet are Optare Metroriders 401/11, Leyland
National 4707/11/8, Optare Delta 4738/50/1, Leyland Tiger 5102-4/18/28,
Dennis Dart 8090-3/111/2/5 and Volvo B6 8417.

New at Atkinsons, Ingleby Arncliffe is Bova Futura WAOG6LZL.




01/08/06

Well done to Steven Hodgson for spotting that Classic, Annfield Plan have
updated their online fleetlist. The most notable acquisitions are Volvo
Olympian / East Lancs S10/20BCL ex Burtons, Haverhill and Volvo B10BLE /
Alexander W901/2UJM ex Network Colchester.

Northumbria Coaches, Ashington have sold MPDs NKO4UTJ/L (note
corrected identities) to a Scottish operator..



