
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News August 2007 

 
  

 

29/08/07 

Stuart Gray reports that the Arriva Durham County vehicle involved in a 
rather nasty accident near Heighington last week was Optare Vecta 1547 
(L547GHN). This has been officially written off and a replacement vehicle is 
expected at Bishop Auckland shortly. Danny Howard reports that reserve fleet 
Optare Metrorider 2709 (R709MHN) remains in use at Peterlee. Neil Wise 
reports that Darlington now have DAF SB220GS / Ikarus loan vehicle 0793 
(T793TWX). 

Wayne Picknett and Mark Gibbon report that the Blackpool Transport Optare 
Metroriders on loan to Arriva Tees & Distrct were due to go back today 
(presumably including 595 which was working for Darlington), with reserve 
fleet Metrorider 2710 (R710MHN) expected at Redcar. 

 

Arriva Northumbria have been using Dennis Trident / Alexander 7431 
(W396RBB) at Ashington on the X33. Mark Williams reports that this is only a 
loan to cover for vehicles off the road for repair. 

Danny Howard reports that Stagecoach Hartlepool are expecting some 
further Leyland Olympians following school contract gains. These are 
expected to be Alexander bodied 14636 (C636LFT) from store at Stockton 
and Northern Counties bodied 14672/5 (H672/5BNL) from Sunderland and 
Stockton respectively. 

Ian Wilson reports that Veolia North East are using Optare Solo YJ55BHZ on 
the 516/7/24 in Hartlepool. This was previously with the Veolia operation in 
Wales. 

28/08/07 

The fleetnumbers of the former Stagecoach Darlington vehicles now with 
Arriva North East can now be confirmed. Dennis Dart / Plaxton 
32173/748/59/70 (K582MGT, L748/59VNL, M770DRG) become 1657/82-4 



and Dennis Dart / Alexander 32301/3/5/615-7/34/7/8/56/8-61/709/17/29/35-41 
(N301/3/5AMC, P615-7/34/7/8PGP, P456/8-61EEF, K709/17PCN, L729/35-
41VNL) become 1658-81. The Arriva fleetlist has been corrected to reflect 
this. 

Aaron Jack reports that Arriva Teesside DAF SB120 / Wright 1909 
(W312PPT) is back in use following lengthy accident repairs. 

26/08/07 

Yesterday saw the final day of operation at Stagecoach Darlington. As of 
today vehicles are working for Arriva North East, though with "on hire" labels 
until such time as the services can be re-registered into Arriva's name. The 
vehicles transferred are Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32173/748/59/70 (K582MGT, 
L748/59VNL, M770DRG) and Dennis Dart / Alexander 32301/3/5/615-
7/34/7/8/56/8-61/709/17/29/35-41 (N301/3/5AMC, P615-7/34/7/8PGP, 
P456/8-61EEF, K709/17PCN, L729/35-41VNL). They are expected to receive 
numbers 1657-84 with Arriva, though not in the above order (more or less in 
age order, I understand). 

 

Yesterday was also the final day of use for Arriva Tees & District's Redcar 
Bus Station in that capacity. From today all services will stop on the High 
Street outside of the bus station. The bus-stopping area is expected to be 
redeveloped.  

Colin Davidson yesterday noted what appeared to be Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4537 
(L235TKA) parked up at Arriva Northumbria's Ashington depot. This was 
transferred up to Scotland a few months ago. It is not known if this is a 
transfer back or just here for driver trainer conversion for Scotland. 

 

One of my anonymous informants reports that Go North East have repainted 
Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3833 (S833OFT) yellow (following roof 
repair) and Scania L94 / Wright 5219 black. He also notes that Percy Main 
has been the subject of many unusual workings of late, owing to certain 
vehicles being under repair. A number of new weekend express services to 



the Metrocentre start next weekend. The X68 from Tynemouth is expected to 
use two spare R19 vehicles. 

 

Lee Johnson reports that Stagecoach North East Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 14675 (H675BNL) is back in service at Stockton. Ian Ward 
notes the arrival of un-numbered Enviro 400 NK07HBO. This is presumably 
one of the two that will complete the current batch, before delivery of the next 
batch commences shortly. A number of contract and related changes took 
place in Hartlepool with effect from today. These see services 516/7/24 pass 
to Veolia, Sunday service 3A to Arriva (Peterlee) and service 1 shortened to 
Middlesbrough Bus Station. Danny Howard reports that the vehicle saving is 
expected to see Dennis Dart SLF / Alexander 33484 (R464SEF) move to 
Sunderland. Perhaps this may also see Dennis Dart / Alexander 32762 
(L762ARG) actually take its place in reserve? Danny also notes that Leyland 
Lynx trainers 29601/16 (F601UVN, G616CEF) are now in reserve. Steven 
Hodgson (and others - thanks to you all) note that Volvo Olympian / Alexander 
16725 (N725LTN) has donned an overall advert for Emirates in the style of a 
Routemaster. Somehow it doesn't look right! 

Leven Valley, Middlesbrough have repainted Mercedes 709 / LCB 66 
(P766BJU) in allover yellow. 

A quick correction - the M&D Travel Bova referred to previosuly is in fact 
LUI9950. 

 

Joey Makepeace reports that Weardale, Stanhope have acquired Iveco Daily 
minibus LK03GXX. He also reorts that surprising news that the 07-reg 
Mercedes Vario / Palxton Cheetah ahas moved on already. 

22/08/07 



 

The OFT, after something of a delay, have today announced that they have 
cleared the sale of Stagecoach Darlington to Arriva North East. It is not 
known what the timescales will be for full integration, but it is known that it is 
planned to repaint the Darlington fleet in a three month cycle. 

Chris Young has noted that after the trial spell on the 58, one of Go North 
East's Mercedes Citaros has been under trial on the 35 - another route that 
has seen a number of recent demonstrators, and one which it seems highly 
likely will get new vehicles in place of the DAF SB120s which currently have 
to deal with the heavy loadings on this route. 

 

Steven Hodgson has supplied the above photo of Stagecoach North East 
driver training Volvo B10M / Plaxton 52178 (L578HSG) - one of the most 
recent ones to arrive. 

 

John Atkin and John-Paul Lavery kindly supply the above photos of Leven 
Valley Optare Solo 9 "St Caedmon" (T9BHN). 

19/08/07 

Richard Smiles has provided a correction and update on Leven Valley's new 
Optare Solos. T9BHN is in fact St Caedmon and T10BHN, which has yet to 
enter service, is St Cuthbert (my appologies for any confusion). These are to 
see off Mercedes 709 / LCB 76 "Endeavour" (P776BJU) and Mercedes 711 / 
LCB 58 "William Wallce" (N458RNR). 

18/08/07 



 

The above photos courtesy of John Robinson, Elliott Waters and 
"Anonymous" show some more of the recent moves at Arriva North East, 
together with the X6 "MiBus" branding fitted to Stockton's Scanias at long last. 

 

An anonymous informant reports that Go North East have been trialling one 
of the "Red Arrows" Metrcedes Citaros on the 58 this week. He also provides 
a photo of Optare Spectra 3847 (K315FYG), now at Chester-le-Street, and 
making a relatively rare appearance in normal service. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Stagecoach North East have been fitting dot 
matrix screens to some of their K-SRH Darts, seemingly recycled from 
withdrawn minibuses. 

15/08/07 



 

Wayne Picknett and Bryn McGloin report that Arriva North East's Redcar 
depot returned Scania Omnicity 4646 (NK05GWZ) to Durham in exchange for 
sister 4652 (NK05GXF). Wayne also reports that Blackpool Optare Metrorider 
0584 (M924TYG) is now serving yet another seaside resort - Whitby! Stuart 
Gray reprots that DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4031 (R431RPY) has been 
repaired after fire damage and should return to the region shortly. Steven 
Hodgson and John-Paul Lavery have supplied the above photos illustrating 
some of the recent movements. 

Richard Smiles reports that Leven Valley, Middlesbrough have taken 
delivery of another pair of Optare Solos. These two are registered T9/10BHN 
and are expected to be numbered 9/10 and carry the names Caedmon and St 
Cuthbert, though the order of the naming is not yet known. Leven Valley must 
surely now have one of the most modern fleets in the region - and certainly 
one of the best presented. 

 

Keith Shum has noted that Redby, Sunderland have surprisingly been using 
their open-top Metrobus GYE533W on services 9/99. 

10/08/07 

Joe Curry confirms that Lee's, Durham 891HUM is indeed ex Dodsworths. 
This and many others can be seen on his fotopic site 

 

Steven Hodson has noted new Mercedes Vario / Plaxton Cheetah YN07VBG 
with Weardale, Stanhope. Marky Boy reports that older sister NK06FKF has 



been sold to an operator in Ireland, while Scania / Irizar YN06CCF is also 
sold. 

11/08/07 

 

Tomorrow should see some interesting fleet movements at Arriva North 
East. As already mentioned Redcar are due to gain Scania Omnicities 
4646/8/51/5/8 (NK05GWZ/XB/E/J/N) from Durham (joining 4653), sisters 
4649/59 (NK05GXC/O) from Stockton and DAF SB220GS / Palxton 4023/5/7 
(R423/5/7RPY) from Loftus, with Optare Prismas 3001/3/6/7/16 (M301/3SAJ, 
N806/7XHN, N516XVN) going to Loftus and sisters 3002/4/5/8/12 
(M302/4/5SAJ, N808XHN, N512XVN) join 3014 (N514XVN) at Durham. In 
turn Stockton gain DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4051/4 (S351/4KHN) from Loftus. 
Additionally, with the end of the X21 Durham - Newcastle today, Durham lose 
MPDs 1707/9/10/73 (V707/9/10DNL, NK05GWU). 1773 goes to Blyth, 
displacing sister 1731 (V731DNL) to Jesmond (to finally provide the extra bus 
for the M55 since it was increased in frequency) and 1707/9/10 go to 
Peterlee, replacing Metroriders 2627/709/10 (P627FHN, R709/10MHN). 

 

New at JSB, Coundon is Optare Solo SB07JSB. 

10/08/07 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted Northumbria Coaches' other new coach as 
NK07HFD, lettered up for David Urquhart work. 



A recent acquisition by Lees, Durham is Volvo B10M / Jonkherre 891HUM. It 
wears an orange livery, suggesting that it has come from either Harry Shaw or 
Dodsworths. 

M&D Travel, Thornaby have added Bova Futura LUI6890 to stock. 

Thanks to "Markyboy" for his Weardale update. Unfortunately, it's on my 
computer at home (130 miles away) - I'll add it here on Monday! 

09/08/07 

 

Thanks to the several people who have reported that the Go North East 
Volvo Olympians transferred up to Ashington are 3899-902/4-6. The Go North 
East website shows a full list of recent movements, most of which have been 
previously noted here. Two new coaches have been delivered for the 
Northumbria Coaches coaching side (which would appear not to have been 
fully seperated off as yet), one of which is Volvo B12B / Plaxton KX07HDN. 

 

One of my anonymous informants has paid a visit to Classic, Annfield Plain 
and has provided a photo of recent Scania (previously recorded here) 
YN07LHE. Volvo B10M / Plaxton S6CLA has been sold to Volvo Coach Sales 
and sister 656CCE has been sold to Scania UK. 

Steven Hodgson reports that the lastest two Optare Solos for Veolia North 
East are YJ07VRV/W. 

05/08/07 

Wayne Picknett reports that Arriva Tees & District now have Scania 
Omnicity 4653 (NK05GXG) at Redcar, with Optare Prisma 3014 (N514XVN) 
going to Durham. It can now be revealed that Redcar are to receive eight 
Omnicities, six ex Durham, two ex Stockton, (together with a trio of DAFs from 
Loftus) for the 63, while six Primsas will go to Durham for their share of the 
X1. Wayna also notes that Redcar have returned MPD 1701 (T701BCN) to 
Durham on the arrival back of accident-repaired 1722 (V722DNL). 



As part of the above Arriva Teesside will recive DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 
4051/4 (S351/4KHN) from Loftus in place of the two Scnaias off the X1. Peter 
Nardone notes that Stockton now have Volvo B6 driver trainers 1002/3 
(L220/32TKA). 

 

Two of my anonymous informants, together with Steven Hodgson and Mark 
Williams provide some useful information on goings on at Go North East. 
DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4867/8 (S867/8ONL) have moved from Deptford to 
Stanley, joined by Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 4993 (S590KJF) from 
Gateshead. Washington have receieved Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 8289/92 
(Y558KUX, T438EBD) from Winlaton. Deptford have recived MPDs 502/3 
(X502/3WNL) from Winlaton to replace Solos 452/3 (S252/3KNL). Angel 
branding has now been applied to just about all of the pink vehicles now. 
Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3811 (S811FVK) has been noted working 
for Winlaton, but may just be a loan. Six yellow Volvo Olympians are reported 
to be with Northumbria Coaches, though their intended use and duration of 
stay are not yet confirmed. John Robinson has noted former 4738 (G738RTY) 
for sale on ebay. 

 

John Robinson notes that Stagecoach Darlington are using Dennis Dart / 
Plaxton 32173 (K582MGT) in more mainstream service now that the 18 has 
passed to Compass Royston. This is a good point to note that there has been 
no report as yet as to whether the OFT will refer the Arriva take-over of 
Stagecoach Darlington to the MMC. 



 

A further Neoplan N316 noted by an anonymous correspondent with 
Weardale, Stanhope is YN56BGV, which is employed on David Urquhart tour 
work. 

John Robisnon has noted that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe are selling long-
serving (by their standards!) Bristol VR / ECW VDV117S on ebay. 

 

An interesting visitor to Newcastle on Munro's of Jedburgh service 131 this 
week was DAF SB220GS / Ikarus T794TWX - ironically the twin sister of one 
of the DAFs on loan to Arriva at Loftus! Thanks to Steven Hodgson and an 
anonymous informant for this snippet. 

01/08/07 

Something I forgot to mention is that Arriva Tees & District have dispensed 
with all-white DAFs P127RWR, T793TWX from Redcar as expected, but only 
to Loftus!  

 

By combination of the sightings of one of my anonymous contributors, Steven 
Hodgson, Neil Watson and myself I can provide an update on some of the 
movements at Go North East. The MPDs that have arrived at Percy Main are 
504-7 (X504-7WRG), allowing Solos 450/65/6/9 (S250KNL, T465/6/9BCN) to 
be parked up awaiting onward movement. Volvo B10B / Alexander 4875 
(N950TVK) has moved to Sunderland, while it should be noted that Spectra 
3843 (K311FYG) remains at Percy Main. Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3833 (S833OFT) has returned to Percy Main re-roofed. Angel branding in 
double deck form has now started to be applied to the Volvo B7TLs. Ex 



Jayline Solos 480/1 (VU52UEF, MX03YDD) have bothe gained LED 
destainations in place of their rollers. 

 

A new operator in South Shields is Budget Buses, working services 500 and 
501. Their "Bus" is in fact a taxi with magnetic service signage added. Thanks 
to Steven Hodgson for the information and photo. 


