
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News August 2008 

 
  

 

29/08/08 

 

Peter Nardone reports that Arriva North East Optare Solos 2838/9/41 
(YJ08XBU/V/Y) are now in service in Darlington. Steven Hodgson pictures 
DAF SB220GS / Ikarus 4074 (T74AUA) now working for Blyth ex Loftus. 

 

The Go North East website shows the delivery of new silver Mercedes 
Citaros 5310-2/5-8 (NK08MXY/Z/YA/D/F/G/ZV), of which 5315 is in use on 
driver familiarisation. It also notes the movement of Volvo B10BLE / Wright 
4911 (W411SCU) to Winlaton and the sale of Optare Metrorider 416 
(P416VRG), Optare Deltas 4736/53/4 (G736RTY, G753/4UCU), Optare 
Sigmas 4786/7 (L486/7CFT) and Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 3954 
(G527VBB). DA and Steven Hodgson report that Volvo B7RLE / Wright 4982 
(NK54NUP) has been repainted white, while Steven also notes that Volvo 
Olympian / Northern Counties 3815 (S815FVK) is in use at Ashington and 
3816 (S816FVK) is back in use with roof repaired - also yellow. KS notes that 
sister 3940 (R399LGH) is yellow. Lee Wardle reports that Dennis Trident / 
East Lancs 3866/7 (W866PNL, W177SCU) are now in plain white ex DFDS 
livery. DA reports that Scania L94UB / Wright 4937 (NK51OKV) is back at 



Deptford. KS and John Tyson both note that MPDs 8186-200 (V186-
199/820ERG) have been renumbered 486-500. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East MAN 18.220 / 
Alexander 22411 (NK06LUY) has been repainted, losing X47 branding in the 
process. Danny Howard notes that Dennis Dart / Alexander 32726/31 
(K726/31PCN) are out of use at South Shields. An informant notes that the 
first three new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s for the 38 in Newcastle are 
NK58AET/U/V. He also reports the repaint of Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32112/34 
(K112/34SRH) into Quaylink livery for use as back-ups to the Designlines. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Veolia North East have added Optare Solo 
MX05EMK to stock ex Veolia York. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that First Choice, Stanley have added Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton YCZ8071 and Scania or DAF / Plaxton JJZ2168.  

Danny Howard reports that Seaton Carew bus station is back in use after 
repairs.  

David Holding is to give a talk on the transport families of Bishop Auckland 
and the ‘golden age’ of bus > services in South West Durham at Bishop 
Auckland town hall on 23/09/08 - for more details see this link. 

19/08/08 



Mark Westgarth reports that Arriva North East Optare Metrorider 2623 
(P623FHN) is now out of use, with sister 2705 (R705MHN) looking to be 
under preparation as replacement. Former fleetmember, Leyland Olympian / 
ECW A237GHN is again on ebay as spotted by Johnathan Ruddick. 

 

DA reports that Go North East Scania L94UB / Wright 4937 (NK51OKW) is 
now at Washington. Curtis Rawlinson notes that delivery of the latest batch of 
Mercedes Citaros has commenced. 

Ian Ward notes Stagecoach North East Volvo B10M / Alexander 20262 
(N552VDC) is now at Slatyford. 

 

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have acquired Dennis 
Javelin / Plaxton RPP514. Recenly acquired (and very smart) Leyland Tiger / 
Plaxton 321 J48SNY is now for sale on ebay as noted by Andrew 
Rasmussen. 

Gez passes on a report that former Redby, Sunderland Leyland Olympian / 
Alexander E221WBG is now with Houlton, Warrington. 

16/08/08 

 

Arriva North East Optare Prisma 3004 (M304SAJ) has returned to Durham 
from Loftus, while Peterlee now have the use of Optare Metrorider 2715 
(R715MHN). Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 7375 (M375FTY) remains 
seatless at Ashington awaiting replacement seating. 



 

Go North East recently repainted yellow Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3818 (S818OFT) was today noted working for Ashington on the 308.  

Stagecoach North East MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22195 (T195MVM) is now 
operating for Stockton.  

15/08/08 

 

The three Dennis Dart / Plaxton with Arriva North East ex Arriva North West 
have been identified as M186/97YKA, M211YKD. They entered service with 
their North West fleet numbers at Loftus (1186 - as illustrated by Alex 
Kennedy), Redcar (1197 - as illustrated by Neil Wise) and Durham (1211). 
1186 has since become 1696, with the other two presumably about to 
become 1697/8.  

Paul Mosley reports that Go North East Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3823 (S823OFT) has been repainted yellow. Former fleet member MCW 
Metrobus C771OCN is for sale on ebay with Shoreline Suncruisers. 

Steven Oliver reports on the latest movements at Perrymans, Berwick. Four 
MCV bodied MAN A66s are on order for newly won service 67, but in the 
mean time three vehicles have come on loan. These are Scania Omnicities 
YN53GFZ/GA and Transbus Enviro 300 KW02DRO. Meanwhile (as also 
noted by Grant Potter) Volvo B7RLE / Wright BX04CKV is for sale via 
Southdown PSV. Optare Metrorider M865KCU appears to have finally 
departed, having outlived its sisters by some margin.  

 



Both myself and Neil Wise were down in Bristol on Sunday and noted a 
number of former North East vehicles. Former Stagecoach Busways Optare 
Sigma M204DRG is now with North Somerset Coaches, while Abus have ex 
Go North East Optare Spectra K159PGO and ex Stagecoach Leyland 
Olympian / Alexander G181JHG and Leyland Atlantean / Alexander AVK142V 
(as a play bus), and South Gloucestershire retain ex Arriva Northumbria 
Leyland Olympian / Alexander F309-11JTY. 

09/08/08 

 

Marty B, Bryn McGloin and Stuart Gray report some interesting movements at 
Arriva North East. Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 7376 (M376FTY) is 
working for Durham ex Jesmond, making itself useful on the X61, seemingly 
dispalcing Optare Prisma 3014 (N514XVN) to Loftus. What, if anything, has 
left Loftus is not clear. The swap between Prisma 3004 and DAF SB220 4083 
has ended, with 3004 returning to Loftus and 4083 to Redcar. Optare 
Metrorider 2720 (R720MHN) is now at Redcar, while 938 (N221BAL) is off to 
Ashington. Stu also reports that three Dennis Dart / Plaxton are expected from 
Arriva North West, seemingly on a permenant basis and may include some of 
those loaned here previously. 

 

Andrew Tyldsley kindly confirms the identities of all of Go North East's new 
Scania K340 / Caetano for National Express work. They are 7094-102 
(FJ08KLF/S/U/X/Z/MU/V/NV/W). Ian Gordon and Steven Hodgson both note 
Scania L94UB / Wright 4989 (YN51MKV) now operating fully refurbished in 
purple for Gateshead, while Steven also notes Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 3934 (R393LGH) now operating in yellow. Changes now recorded 
on the Go North East website, but not yet noted here are of Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton 7079/81 (S979ABR, Y781MFT) to the driver training fleet, Scania 
L94UB / Wright 4989-91 (YN51MKV/X, YR02ZYK) to Gateshead, Optare 
Delta 4789/90/3 (M789/90/3HCU) to Ashington and the withdrawal of Leyland 
Lynx IIs 4996/7 (J653/7UHN), leaving just 4999 (K101JMV) operational. 
Vehicles sold are Optare Solos 448/54/5/7/64/6/8/9 (S248/54/5KNL, 
T457/64/6/8/9BCN), Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 3959 (G544VBB) 
and ex Redby Olympian E221WBG and Titan NUW668Y. Dave Alanson 



noted several of the above Solos heading away from the region a few days 
ago. 

As part of an announcement about service changes, Stagecoach North East 
have announced that further new vehicles are to be deployed on certain 
routes in Newcastle. Service 38 is to be converted to low floor double deck 
operation (this is beleived to be with Enviro 400s) during autumn/winter 2008, 
while early in 2009 services 6/7/8 will gain low floor single deck vehicles 
(beleived to be Enviro 200 MANs). There are as yet no announcements about 
the widely rumoured Enviro 200 MANs for certain other depots in the region. 

 

Travelsure, Seahouses have been selling a good number of their vehicles on 
ebay recently, including Leyland Tiger / East Lancs OOV761X, which I didn©t 
even know they owned! (Photo is from eight years ago when it was with Arriva 
Midlands North at Oswestry). Andrew Rasmussen notes that Dennis Javelin / 
Berkhof P242KJM is in stock in white. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that ERB, Newcastle have Mercedes Atego / Optare 
(Ferqui) Solera NL52VKR in stock - this may have been there since new, but 
had not been previously noted. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Veolia North East Optare Solo YJ55BHZ is back 
in use after its bus-shelter incident several months ago. 

04/08/08 



 

James Carling illustrates Arriva North East MPD 1772 (NK05GWO) now at 
Bishop Auckland. Bryn McGloin notes that Optare Prisma 3004 (M304SAJ) 
has moved from Durham to Redcar via Loftus, while DAF SB220 / Ikarus 
4083 (J926CYL) has moved from redcar to Loftus. Daniel Duffy notes that 
Metrorider 2723 (R723MHN) is now working for Redcar. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Jack Hollington illustrate some of the new Scania 
coaches for Go North East. Those not previously listed here are 7096/8/102 
(FJ08KLU/Z/NW), while I have noted FJ08KLS, which must be 7095. Gareth 
Evans kindly illustrates Solos 455/66 (S255KNL, T466BCN) now for sale with 
Ensign.  

Tony Charlton notes that Stagecoach North East Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 14668 (H668BNL) has been despatched to a scrap dealer 
in Walker. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Veolia North East now have freshly painted 
Optare Solo W654WUT. 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Classic, Annfield Plain have added two 
Plaxton Derwent 3000 school buses to stock, these being D78JHY and 
XHY256 and beleived to be on Leyland Tiger chassis (judging by the wheel 
hubs). 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Nightingale, Stanley have one-time EYMS 
Leyland Tiger / Plaxton B106WRJ in stock. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that preserved Sunderland Corporation Atkinson 
Alpha WBR248 has been re-restored and is now looking thoroughly superb 
and was on display at the Stagecoach open day at Sunderland on Saturday. 


