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31/12/07

Firstly, can | thank all of my contributors during 2007 and wish everyone a
thoroughly good 2008! If anyone happens to be at the FOKAB running day in
Winchester tomorrow, | may well see you there!

Arriva Northumbria's new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s are slowly finding
their way into the parking area at Jesmond (sorry about the grainy photo, best
I could manage from the road opposite on a very dull day!) and onward to
Ashington (where seven are bound), with the remaining six due to go to Blyth.
Note that Optare Metrorider 914 (R914JNL), which is listed for disposal and
breifly moved to Durham, is currently in service at Ashington.

From my own sightings and those of Steven Hodgson, it would seem that not
quite all of Go North East's yellow Olympians carry "Yellow Bus" branding.
Those noted at Chester-le-Street over the Christmas period did not carry it,
and similarly recently-repainted Percy Main 3832 (S8320FT) did not, unlike
sister 3833 (S8330FT).

Myself and Dave Alanson both have noted that Stagecoach in Sunderland
Leyland Lynx 11 29629 (K629YVN) was back in use on Friday.



Steven Hodgson reports that Weardale, Stanhope have new Iveco Eurorider
/ Beulas YN57AAY.
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Steven Hodgson reports the sighting of a vehcile not previously noted with
First Choice, Stanley. This is Volvo B10M / Van Hool KIB5227.

23/12/07

Steven Hodgson reports that Arriva Northumbria have now received at least
eight of their Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s. Those that have been observed
after delivery to Jesmond depot are registered NK57DXX-YA/GWX-XA. All of
these wear the more exclusive version of Arriva livery as applied to many of
the DAF coaches. Contrary to an internet report, Leyland Olympian / ECW
7217 (D165FYM) remains in use at Jesmond, and was observed working the
45 for part of yesterday afternoon.
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Danny Howard reports that Stagecoach North East Leyland Olympian /
Northern Counties 14668 (H668BNL) is now up at the Wheatsheaf for engine
attention. Parked next to it was Lynx Il 29629 (K629YVN), reportly awaiting
MOT preparation. It will be interesting to see what the future holds for this
venerable machine. Steven Hodgson yesterday noted the above Parks of
Hamilton coach working through Newcastle as a duplicate on the Megabus
service.



The Go North East website shows that Volvo B10B / Alexander 4810/1
(L210/1KEF) have joined their sisters at Ashington, with Optare Deltas
4789/90 (M789/90HCU) moving down to Winlaton in their place. It is reported
that Washington based Scania 4959 has gained additional "Superoute"
branding. Almost all of the yellow Volvo Olympians now have "Yellow Bus"
vinyls attatched.

LW reports that, in spite of the legal lettering, it was Low Fell who were
operating CWR510Y when photographed, so Tees Valley look to have sold or
loaned them it. Also, Tess Valley Leyland Olympian / Alexander E218WBG
has been sold on ebay.

21/12/07
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LW reports that the first of the new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s for Arriva
Northumbria has arrived. As can be seen, it was only just visible from the
depot forecourt at Jesmond.

Arriva are proposing to purchase the TGM Group, which includes Classic,
Annfield Plain. It will be very interesting to see how this develops!

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County's Bishop Auckland depot
now has DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4084 (J927CYL) for spares. It is expected that
Optare Vecta 1551 (L551GHN) will return from Arriva Scotland West to
replace sister 1535 (L535FHN).
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It is now confirmed that the Go North East DAF SB120s being painted claret
are for new services 27/27A that will replace the 527 and will be branded
"Crusader”. Steven Hodgson reports that they have been publicised in the
Shields Gazette. Ray Barber confirms that the 2000 fleetnumber on the
Scania Omnilink is in fact from it's visit to Arriva NW at Runcorn. Gary
Mitchelhill and LW both have noted an increase in double deck use on service
MC1 Stanley - Newcastle (one to watch tomorrow Elliot!). LW also provides
photos of 4774 now at Deptford, 4812 now at Ashington and reports Volvo
Olympian 3906 as another with Yellow Bus branding.

Carl "Rove" Irwin reports that the Optare Delta beleived to be with TDK
Travel, is in fact likely to belong to McDonalds, Bishop Auckland. This
operator also owns two Volvo coaches - one with Van Hool bodywork and one
with lkarus bodywork.

"Rove" also notes that The Eden, West Auckland are taking delivery of a
factory-built LDV minibus and a Skoda taxi.

Gary Mitchelhill has managed to photograph ex Cleveland Transit Dennis
Dominator / Northern Counties C221WAJ with Kingsleys, Birtley.
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LW illustrates Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe Leyland Olympian / ECW CWR510Y.

Neil Wise has noted Plaxton Primo KX07KOA working for John Smith,
Thirsk.

Meanwhile, Barry Woods reports that former Munro, Jedburgh Primo
MX55WDS is now operating in Wolverhampton, beleibved to be with Rotala.

16/12/07

Bryn McGloin and Alex Kennedy both note that Arriva Tees & District
reserve fleet Optare Metrorider 2642 (P642FHN), which had been in use at
Redcar, is now operating for Loftus.

Steven Hodgson and Nathan Brown both report that Go North East currently
have Scania Omnilink demonstrator YNO7EZB on loan at Stanley. It carries
fleetnumber 2000, but | beleive this was from its stay at Arriva Yorkshire.
Nathan also notes that Scania 5227 (NK54NWA) is white and Volvo Olympian
3898 (R256LGH) is another with Yellow Bus branding. The Go North East
website shows that Optare Delta 4759 (K759RBB) has moved from Ashington
to Chester le Street, with Volvo B10B / Alexnder 4809 (L209KEF) making the
opposite move. A three way move sees Dennis Lance / Plaxton 4774
(L141YTY) go from Ashington to Deptford, displacing Volvo B10B / Alexander
4875 (N950TVK) to Percy Main, which allows sister 4812 (L212KEF) to go to
Ashington. Optare Sigma 4779 (L479CFT) has joined the driver training fleet.



Danny Howard reports that Stagecoach North East Leyland Lynx 29601
(F601UVN) is now being used as an engineering training vehicle, while sister
29616 (G616CEF) has been partly cannibalised.

James Stoker reports that AA&H Travel's Leyland Olympian / East Lancs
C201DYE has been made something of a "celebrity”, being a major feature in
a pop video by the band Maximo Park - see youtube!

Steven Hodgson brings an update from Classic, Annfield Plain. Acquired
are Mercedes Vario / Plaxton R763DUB and Volvo B10m / Plaxton Y20TGM.
Volvo B10M / Caetano NK51ZSR wears a new corporate identity for
companies in the TGM group.

Steven Hodgson has also been up north to Perrymans, Berwick. A further
Solo which | don't think I've listed previously is MX57CAE. Optare Metrorider
M865KCU is available for sale.

Steven also called in at Munro, Jedburgh. He noted four LAG EOS integrals
in stock - N46/85FWU, N662KCW and P213RWR.

10/12/07



John Robinson has noted that Arriva Durham County are applying adverts
for their relaunched local daily/weekly/monthly tickets to the bonnets and/or
windscreens of their Darlington area vehicles. Curtis reports that Darlington
area services are to change from 09/03/08, with further changes and a full
relaunch from 21/07/08.

Arriva Northumbria's Jesmond depot have been borrowing a number of
vehicles from other depots recently, as illustrated by the above photo of
Hexham's Metrorider 2641 (P641FHN).

Nathan Brown and Graeme Warnes report that Go North East have painted
VDL SB120s 8246/7 are now claret. Steven Hodgson reports that Volvo
Olympian / Northern Counties 3919 (R553LGH) now has "yellow bus"
branding and also supplies the above seasonal photo from Stanley. LW
reports a number of recent unusual workings at Percy Main and that all of the
Coaster-livered Tridents are now refurbished.

Danny Howard and Neil Watson report that Stagecoach North East Volvo
B10M / Alexander 20116 (N216LTN) is another to move to Walkergate.



Travelsure, Seahouses currently have Scania K93 / Plaxton RIL4165,
Optare Metroriders J718/21CUM and a Scania / Berkhof decker for sale on

ebay.

LW reports that AA&H Travel, Seaton Burn have Leyland Olympian / East
Lancs C201DYE. It was formerly with a Warrington operator, beleived to be
Fairbrothers.

Grant Potter reports that Dubmire, Hetton-le-Hole have the sister to the
Enterprise Travel Bova pictured previously. Itis YI57EZE.

03/12/07

Steven Hodgson provides the above photos of Go North East MPDs in the
new Washington Street Shuttle livery. Grant Potter has noted former
fleetmember MCW Metrobus 3753 (C7530CN) for sale on ebay with
Shoreline Suncruisers.

Steven Hodgson provides the above photo of Optare Delta J857MLC before it
was painted silver. John Robinson tells me that TDK Travel are based in
nearby Croxdale, so it seems quite feasible that they do indeed own this
vehicle.

Peter Tuck informs me that Weardale, Stanhope have a further Leyland
Olympian in the shape of J836TSC, which is currently being prepared at
Gardiners of Spennymoor.



