
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News December 2008 

 
  

 

28/12/08 

 

Neil Wise illustrates a selection of the special Boxing Day bus services that 
operated in Tyne & wear this year. 

News that I've forgotten to mention thus far (sorry, Scott!) is that Stagecoach 
North East  Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20269/71 (M709/11KRH) have 
gone on loan to Stagecoach in Sheffield. The highest numbered Enviro 400 
noted in service in Newcastle thus far is 19439. 

Andrew Chadwick notes that Go North East  MPD 491 (V191ERG) is one of a 
number repainted yellow. The shade is said to be similar to that used for 
Bargain Bus / Yellow Bus. 

Neil Wise notes that Franks, Haswell  have Leyland Tiger / Alexander 
A39XHE in stock. 

 

Not previously noted here is SB Travel, Coundon  Optare Solo SB58BUS as 
photographed by Steven Hodgson. This is understood to have been in use 
since around September. 

26/12/08 



 

Now would seem like a good time to review the current position of Arriva 
North East's  ex Arriva Midlands Scanias. Their current status (as of 
24/12/08) is as follows: 

Fleet No. Reg. No. Livery Depot 
7259 M177GRYArriva Durham 
7260 M170GRYRed Durham 
7261 M172GRYArriva Jesmond 
7262 M176GRYArriva Jesmond 
7263 N162VVO Arriva Peterlee 
7264 N164VVO Arriva Peterlee 
7265 N160VVO Arriva Blyth 
7266 N163VVO Red Ashington 

Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 2673 (R797DUB) is under cannibalisation at 
Ashington, while Alex Kennedy notes Optare Prisma 3004 (M304SAJ) now 
working for Loftus. 

Astley, Ashington  have added Mercedes Vario / Plaxton P822SCL to stock. 

20/12/08 

Can I take this opportunity to wish all visitors an d contributors a Merry 
Christmas.  



 

Courtesy of Steven Hodgson, it is possible to illustrate Arriva North East  
Optare Spectra 7457 (L94HRF) in its current role at Bishop Auckland and in 
its past life in the Midalnds. Steven also reports that Scania N113 / East 
Lancs 7265 (N160VVO) is in service at Blyth in fleet livery. 

 

Dan Annis reports that Go North East  have repainted DAF SB120 / Wright 
8273 (NK54NLD) in a similar shade of green to the Lambton Worm SPDs. 
Steven Hodgson illustrates MPD 540 in blue. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Chris Redpath report that the identies of the new 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s for Stagecoach North East  are 19443-46 
(NK58FMO/P/U/V/X-Z/NA/C-H/J/M/N). These have all arrived, but the highest 
noted in service so far is 19436. steven also notes that the MAN A66s at 
Hartlepool are receiving names. 



 

Joe Curry notes that Franks, Haswell  have acquired Volvo B10M / Plaxton 
F660RTL from Premiere, Nottingham. 

James Stoker notes that Durham City Coaches, Brandon  have Volvo B12B 
/ Plaxton YN08OWK in use. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Altona  have a second BMC Probus 850 in stock, 
this being BX08FBA. 

Nathan Brown reports that former Weardale  Optare Metrorider K430HWY is 
in use with an operator in the south east Durham area - probably Dubmire, 
Hetton. 

13/12/08 

 

Two very interesting arrivals at Arriva North East , as reported by Stu Gray, 
are Optare Spectras L94/5HRF, which are expected to become 7457/8 at 
Bishop Auckland. Neil Wise reports that Scania N113 / East Lancs 7266 
(N163VVO) operated breifly for Darlington this week, but has been sent back 
to Jesmond after being found to be too tall for some routes. Stu Gray notes 
that Leyland Olympian / Alexander 7278 (J354BSH) appears to be withdrawn 
at Jesmond, while Chris Hall today noted 7271/2 (L271/2FVN) heading to one 
of the Barnsley dealers/breakers (7271 on tow, 7272 under own power). 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East  have repainted Volvo 
B10M / Alexander 20552 (P552ESA) in a special pink version of Stagecoach 
livery for the X34, believed to be used in conjunction with a Breast Cancer 
charity campaign. He also pictures new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19431 
(NK58FMP) in service, branded for service 1. 

Lee Wardle reports that Go North East  MPDs 538-40 (NA52AXB-D) have 
joined 535-7 (NA52AWX) in blue and that Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3909/13 (R267/71LGH) are now yellow. 

 

John Atkin illustrates Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe  recently acquired Leyland 
Olympian / ECW B151TRN and confirms it to be a fine machine. Peter Tuck 
reports that Metrobus POG592Y, which was operated here ex Kingsleys until 
recently, is now in Malta and under conversion to open top. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes a further Optare Solo with Weardale, Stanhope  as 
MX07NTJ. I beleive this one is usually used on Crook Town service 84. 

Peter Nardone notes that Rainbow Coaches, Billingham  have coach 
S779OHN in stock. 



Peter also reports that new at Atkinsons, Ingleby Arncliffe  is BX58EOL - 
presumably a Mercedes coach from its Birmingham registration. 

06/12/08 

 

Neil Wise, Neil Watson, Lee Wardle and Paul Francis all report that Arriva 
North East  Scania N113 / East Lancs 7261/3 (M172GRY, N162VVO) have 
been repainted into Arriva livery and are operating at Jesmond and Peterlee, 
respectively. Additionally, 7266 has donned Arriva fleetnames and Arriva 
Durham County legals on red livery. Alex Kennedy notes that Dennis Dart / 
Plaxton 1697 (M197YKA) is now at Bishop Auckland, Optare Prisma 3025 
(N525XVN) is back in use at Loftus after a lengthy lay-off and that Optare 
Vecta 1528 (L528FHN) is parked up at Loftus awaiting repair and has yet to 
reach Redcar. Optare Vecta 1555 (M504AJC) is withdrawn, as is Leyland 
Olympian / Alexander 7272 (L272FVN). 

 

From a combination of my own sightings, those of Lee Wardle & Andrew 
Lawson and the company website I have compiled the latest movements at 
Go North East . Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7082/4 (Y782/4MFT) have joined 7083 
(Y783MFT) in use at Gateshead, largely as duplicates and non-core workings 
on the X10. Leyland Olympian / Alexander 3947/8 (H481/5PVW) have gained 
Yellow Bus branding. SPD 8214 (V214ERG) is now at Chester-le-Street, with 
Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano 8282 (T429LGP) going to Deptford. Vehicles 
withdrawn are Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 3807/9/10 (F107UEF, 
K109/10YVN), Optare Solo 453/60 (S253KNL, T460BCN), Dennis Lance / 
Plaxton 4774 (L141YTY), Optare Delta 4792/3 (M792/3HCU) and Volvo B10B 
/ Alexander 4812 (L212KEF). 

 



Danny Howard reports that Stagecoach North East  Volvo B10M / Northern 
Counties 20246 (M546SPY), Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16730 (N730LTN) 
and Dennis Dart / Alexander 32731 (L731VNL) are all parked up and having 
parts removed at Walkergate, as is Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20249 
(M549SPY) at Slatyford, where Dennis Dart / Alexander 32569 (K569NHC) 
and Plaxton bodied 32128 (K128SRH) are under more prolonged 
cannibalisation. Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 14672 (H672BNL) and 
Transbus Dart SLF 34561 (NK04KZU) remain off the road at Hartlepool, while 
Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 20271 (M711KRH) is delicenced at 
Stockton. Photos of several of these can be seen on Danny's website. Steven 
Hodgson reports that at third Dennis Dart / Plaxton is in use on Quaylink - 
32121 (K121SRH). 

 

Joe Curry reports that Stanley Taxis, Oxhill  have Volvo B10M / Van Hool 
VIL1459 in use ex K&J, York. 

Andrew Rasmussen and James Stoker report that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe  
have added Volvo D10M / East Lancs H650GPF and Leyland Olympian / 
ECW B151TRN to stock ex Stafford Bus Centre and P&O Lloyd, respectively. 


