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27/02/07 

 

Neil Watson reports that Go North East Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3818 (S818OFT) and Volvo B10B / Alexander 4875 (N950TVK) are both now 
at Percy Main. Steven Hodgson provides the above photos of Dennis Dart 
SLF / Marshall 598 (T429AGP) in the new Drifter livery. 

John Atkin reports that Alrite Travel, Middlesbrough Volvo B6 / Alexander 
L842CDG appears to be being used for spares, while two of the three (the 
third was missing) Dennis Dart / Carlyle H91/4/101MOB are parked up looking 
like they have not been used for some time. 

25/02/07 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4536 
(L232TKA) has been withdrawn. 

 



Courtesy of Paul Francis and Steven Hodgson, further Go North East Scania 
Omnicities have been noted service. 5255/65/70 (NK56KJE/KA/F) have 
entered service at Washington (5255 red, others pink), while white 5259 
(NK56KJO) is in use at Stanley. Steven Hodgson also noted 8202 in it's 
insipid lilac livery, Volvo B10B 4812 (L212KEF) making a rare appearance on 
Baragain Bus and Scanias with full Fab 58 brandings. Daryl Mitchelhill reports 
Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3858 (W858EBR) repainted cream. 

Graham Mottram has noted Stagecoach North East Leyland Olympian / 
Alexander 14191/2/4/8 (H191/2/4WFR, J198HFR) heading down the A19 for 
Yorkshire today. 

Details of the 80th Anniversary celebrations for The Eden, West Auckland 
can be found at this link. 

22/02/07 

 

Arriva Northumbria now have Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 demonstrator 
SN56AWW in service. Neil Wise photographed it on the X31, though 
"KVTipple" subsequently saw it on the 35. Neil also reports Arriva Scotland 
West Optare Metrorider 2756 (P220SBG) parked in Jesmond today. 

 

Daryl Mitchelhill passes on an observation from Paul Mosley (also noted by 
Ray Parnaby) that Go North East have repained Dennis / Plaxton SPD 8202 
(V202ERG) in a lilac livery. The photos above from Steven Hodgson illustrate 
the rather startling "Red Kite" branding that are applied to Scanias 5234/41. 
An anonymous correspondent tells me that the first "Drifter" repaint in cream 
is back at Deptford and is a Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall either 589 or 598.  



 

Steven Hodgson provides the above illustrations of Northumbria Coaches' 
414 brandind. Fleetnumbers for some of the Lynxes are 26/34/40 
(J653/2UHN, K101JMV). 

 

Steven also reports that Dunn Line (Durham) have new Volvo B12B / 
Plaxton FJ56YWF on National Express work. 

21/02/07 

Stuart Gray, Neil Wise and Paul Francis have all provided interesting reports 
on goings on at Arriva Durham County. Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1648 
(R423COO) is now in service at Bishop Auckland, while 1647 (R422COO) is 
being used for driver familiarisation and 1655 (R430COO) has been moved 
from Darlington to Peterlee (not sure that this is to be used here, though). 
Also currently at Peterlee is Durham's MCW Metrobus 611 (GYE396W). 
Optare Metrorider 2733 (M447HPF) has been withdrawn at Darlington and 
sister 2621 (P621FHN) is to come from Ashington to replace it. 2632 
(P632FHN) has been brought out of storage at Richmond and called in at 
Bishop Auckland today en route to Arriva Scotland West. 

 

Mark Westgarth has kindly provided the above photo of Arriva Northumbria 
on-loan Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 demonstrator which looks to be ready 
for some service use! 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East have also branded Volvo 
B10BLE / Wright 4901 (W901RBB) for the "lime" and have repained Scania 
L94UB / Wright 5233 (NK55OLN) in spare white livery. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Kimberley, Prudhoe have new Plaxton coach 
NK56LHR. It would appear to be an Iveco Eurorider chassis, but this does 
need to be confirmed. 

20/02/07 

 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County's Bishop Auckland depot is 
also now home to Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1647 (R422COO). This and 
1648 are expected in use by Thursday, primarily on services 5/5A/6/8/8B. Neil 
Wise reports the somewhat suprising of reuinstatement of MCW Metrobus 
630 (B90WUL) at Peterlee. 

Mark Westgarth notes the inspection of a second Alexander Dennis Enviro 
400 by Arriva Northumbria at Ashington. This one is demonstrator 
SN56AWW. 

 



Neil Wise reports that Go North East have branded Volvo B10BLE / Wright 
4902 (W902RBB) as "Lime Cross County Connection" for the 8/78/X8 and 
Scania 5234 as Red Kite for the 45/46 group. 

A correspondent reports that Stagecoach North East are sending the 
remaining ex Stagecoach North West reserve fleet Olympians to Yorkshire - 
this presumably compises 14182/91/2/4/8 (G182JHG, H191/4/8WFR, 
J198HFR). 

 

John Atkin reports the latest from Abbey Coaches, Middlesbrough. Optare 
Metrorider K392KUA has been repainted light blue, while sister VIL6938 (ex 
H176WWT) is withdrawn. Bedford / Plaxton A700OCJ, Leyland Leopard / 
Plaxton LWC444V (ex IIL4019) and Leyland Tiger / Duple AKG162A are 
being scrapped. 

19/02/07 

Andrew Tyldsley confirms that Go North East's new Mercedes Citaros are 
indeed delayed. Nine pink Scanias will fill-in at Washington until their arrival, 
with the result that the transfer of Tridents from Chester/Gateshead to Oxford 
will be delayed. Andrew also reports that Volvo B10B / Plaxton 4813-6 (N813-
6WGR) are due to transfer to Go West Midlands and corrects me by saying 
that 5254 is not at Stanley. An anonymous informant states that some 
Deptford vehicles are being repainted beige for the "Drifer" 60/61, with one 
being done at a time and the first repaint being done currently. Movements 
recorded on the ever-useful Go North East website but not yet noted here are 
of Dennis Dart / Marshall 8099 (M809GFT) from Chester-le-Street to 
Deptford, Scania L94UB / Wright 4989/90 (YN51MKV/X) from Chester-le-
Street to Washington, Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4844 (R844PRG) from 
Gateshead to Stanley and 4849-5/96-8 (R849/56/1-5PRG, V986-8ENL) from 
Stanley to Chester-le-Street, DAF SB220GS / Northern Counties 4820-5 
(P320-5AFT) from Chester-le-Street to Deptford, Volvo B10B / Alexander 
4809 (L209KEF) from Winlaton to Chester-le-Street, Optare Delta 4759 
(K759SBB) from Chester-le-Street to Gateshead and 4789 (M789HCU) from 
Chester-le-Street to Winlaton, Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall 586/95 
(T407/26AGP) from Stanley to Deptford and VDL SB120 / Wright 8268 
(NK54NKU) from Deptford to Gateshead. Optare Sigmas 4782/6 (L482/6CFT) 
are withdrawn (the latter understood to have fire damage), along with Dennis 
Lance / Alexander 4768 (J110SPB) and Dennis Dart / Marshall 8097/119 
(M807GFT, N119WBR). 

17/02/07 



Neil Wise reports the arrival at Arriva Durham County's Darlington depot of 
Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1655 (R430COO). 

 

A whistle-stop tour of Stanley Consett and Gateshead this morning saw the 
Go North East Scania Omnicities 5238/41/2/4/9/51-3 
(NK56KHF/J/L/O/V/X/Y/Z) all working for Stanley, with 5244/9 branded as 
West Durham Swift. It would appear that Stanley now have most of 5234-53 
in use. News to top this, courtesy of Steven Hodgson, is the use of new 
Omnicities 5263/4 (NK56KJY/Z), in pink livery for the 21, on Red Arrows 
service X2 today from Washington! Whether this indicates a delay to the 
Mercedes Citaros' delivery is not known. I noted today that Volvo B10BLE / 
Wright 4837-9/41/3/907/8 (R837-9/41/3PRG, W907/8RBB) are all now fully 
branded for the Diamond Durham Tyne Link. Volvo B10B / Alexander 4811 
(L211KEF) is now at Stanley. Baz and Steven Hodgson both note the repaint 
of Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3803 (V803EBR) into allover beige. This is 
understood to be for the new 1 that will replace the 301 in March. Grant Potter 
has noted former Go North East Optare Metrorider 426 (P426VRG) for sale 
on ebay. 

Colin Davidson tells me that Northumbria Coaches, Ashington Leyland 
Lynx II 33 (J657UHN) is now branded for service 516, the branding for this 
having been removed from Optare Solo GP02DPV. 

Added to stock at Sherburn Coaches, Sherburn Village is MAN 11.220 / 
Caetano X2ERN. 

Although removed from their online fleetlist, Stanley Taxis Leyland National 
Greenway SJI5066 remains on site. 

15/02/07 



 

Stuart Gray kindly reports that Arriva Durham County's Bishop Auckland 
depot are to receive refurbished Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1646-51 (R421-
6COO) and Optare Deltas 4011/98 (K411BHN, P130RWR) to replace Volvo 
B6s and DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4083 (J926CYL). 1648 (R423COO) arrived at 
Bishop Auckland today following breif storage at Peterlee. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East Scania Omnicity 5244 
(NK56KHO), one of the latest delivered, is now branded as "West Durham 
Swift". 

Steven Hodgson also reports that Northumbria Coaches, Ashington 
Leyland Lynx II 26 (J653UHN) is now branded for service 414 with details of 
fare offers on the windows. It seems that the whole of services 414/516 will 
now be regularly Lynx operated. 

14/02/07 

Ian Wilson reports the removal of Arriva Teesside / Tees & District Leyland 
Olympian 7276 (G21HHG) and Optare Vectas 1511/6/22/3/32/46 
(K511/6BHN, L522/3/32FHN, L546GHN) by Wigley, Carlton for scrap. 

 

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have acquired Dennis 
Dominator / Northern Counties B909TVR from the Coachmasters, Rochdale. 
Peter NArdone has noted a Van Hool coach registered C87CWX working 
here. Scott Cooper has noted Volvo B10M / Plaxton JBW68Y for sale on ebay 



Andrew Chadwick has noted a couple of other North East vehicles for sale on 
ebay. Shoreline Suncruisers, Scarborough are selling former United/EYMS 
Leyland Tiger / Plaxton A521EVN, while a well-known Stockton-based 
enthusiast is selling ex Go North East Leyland National 2 4697 (FTN697W). 

11/02/07 

Former Arriva Durham County Leyland National Greenway 3505 (SIB6705) 
is currently for sale on ebay in its new guise as a motorhome. I don't 
remember it being quite so luxurious when I caught it on the 98! 

 

Steven Hodgson has provided the above photos of Go North East Volvo 
B10BLE / Wright 4844 (R844PRG) and 4908 (W908RBB) now carrying 
"Diamond Durham Tyne Link" branding. Graeme Warnes reports that Scania 
L94UB / Wright 5230 (NK55OLH) is another in Prince Bishops Swift livery. 
Jonathan Tweddle reports that Bishop Auckland depot has now been 
completely flattened, ready for new homes to be built on the site. 

Ian Wilson tells me that Stagecoach North East Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 16433 (WLT528) and Dennis Dart / Alexander 32762 (L762ARG) 
remain in use at Stockton and Hartlepool, respectively. 

Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have just sold Leyland Leopard / Duple (rebody) 
DWF23V on ebay. 

08/02/07 

Mark Westgarth reports that Arriva Northumbria today inspected Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 400 LX56EUA at Ashington. It would appear that consideration 
is being given to some new vehicles for the X31 - let's hope so! 

 

Dave Johnson, Gary Mitchelhill and Raymond Parnaby report that Go North 
East have moved Dennis Dart / Marshall 8108/24 (M818GFT, N124WBR) to 
Percy Main. Steven Hodgson reports that Scania L94UB / Wright 5229 



(NK55OLG) has donned a variation of the Prince Bishops livery with more 
silver to the front end and "Swift" wording added. 

 

Steven Hodgson has provided the above photo of Redby, Sunderland 
Leyland Olympian / Alexander E221WBG, showing that the livery is perhaps a 
bit more traditional looking than Coastline's. 

06/02/07 

 

Steven Hodgson has provided the above photos of the interior of one of Go 
North East's new Scania Omnicities. It is worth noting that the bulkhead 
around the cooling system is in grey plastic, where the Arriva examples use 
the more stylish floor covering, the rear destination is not built-in to the rear 
window as such, but mounted in the middle of it, and the emergency door is 
the same as the modified examples fitted to certain Arriva Omnicities. Baz 
reports some early movements to Percy Main as part of the latest round of 
fleet re-arrangements that will be caused by the service changes at the end of 
the month and new vehicle deliveries. Percy Main have received Dennis Dart 
SLF / Caetano 8288 (X94FOR) and Volvo B10B / Alexander 4812 (L212KEF). 
Neil Wise and John report that Percy Main had Optare Solo 451 (S251KNL) 
out on service 308 yesterday vice Trident! 

Peter Barclay informs me that Redby, Sunderland have repainted ex 
Northern Blue Leyland Olympian / Alexander E221WBG in red and cream, to 
a style not dissimilar to the old Coastline livery.. 

04/02/07 

 



Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East have begun to use their new 
Scania Omnicities today on Stanley depot's 45/46 Newcastle - Consett routes. 
Those reported in service so far are 5237/8/40 (NK56KHE/F/H). 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach in Newcastle are now using 
Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32112 (K112SRH) at Slatyford. This and a cople of 
other Dart related correction will be made to my online fleetlist shortly. 

03/02/07 

Neil Wise passes on a report from Daniel Duffy that Arriva Durham County 
now have well-travelled Optare Delta 4014 (K414BHN) at Darlington. This is 
presumably an interim replacement for 4055, though Neil also reports that 
DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4086 (J413NCP) has now been moved over the pits for 
pre-MOT work, suggesting it is being reinstated for this role. 

Arriva Tees & District have reinstated Optare Vecta 1557 (L102MEH) at 
Redcar. 

One of Go North East's new Scania Omnicities was today noted on the road 
in plain allover red in Consett. The destination screen seemed to be 
displaying text only (no service number), so it was probably not in service. 
Mark McCann reports that Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4906 (W906RBB) is 
another repainted orange. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach in Newcastle now have ex 
Teesside Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20267 (M707KRH) in service. Note 
that it is seen operating along Newgate street - this area is rumoured to be 
becoming a one-way system while some long-term demolition and rebuling 
works are undertaken in the area. 



 

Steven Hodgson and Mark McCann have kindly provided the latest news and 
pictures from Classic, Annfield Plain. Volvo B12B / Plaxton UK05BCL hase 
come from Burtons, Haverhill, while Volvo Olympian / East Lancs S10BCL 
has received a fresh application of bus livery and Volvo B12B / Van Hool 
WA56ENN has gained full coach livery. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Mark McCann have also been down to Kingsleys, 
Birtley. Open top MCW Metroliner B824AAT (ML28) has been acquired ex 
Arriva London Sightseeing Tour, apparently for the re-use of its gearbox. In 
stock ex Harry Shaw is Volvo B10M / Berkhof R78VVP. 


