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27/02/08
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An anonymous report has been received that Go North East have ordered
ten Mercedes Citaros for Winlaton depot. Obviously, this has not been
officially confirmed, but would seem quite logical. LW and Paul Moseley report
that MPDs 508/12 (X508/12WRG) are now green, while Neil Watson and Paul
Moseley report that DAF SB120 / Wright 8254 (NK54FOT) is now red and at
Percy Main. LW and Steven Hodgson report that SPD 8240 (NK51MKO) is
now at Deptford.
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The Stagecoach Hartlepool website confirms that nineteen new MAN 14.240
/ Alexander (E200) are due soon. Their arrival should make the Hartlepool
fleet almost 100% low floor, so it will be interesting to see what the future
holds for the likes of Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 14668
(H668BNL), which Danny Howard confirms as back in full service.

Dave Alanson has noted John Bell, Ryhope operating two new Optare Solo
SEs on the Cathederal bus service in Durham. One was operating in white
and another in DCC livery.

23/02/08



Arriva Northumbria now have Optare Metrorider 2642 (P642FHN) in use at
Ashington, ex Redcar, ex Loftus. Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 7377
(M377FTY) can now be confirmed as in use at Jesmond.

Steve "National" reports that Arriva Durham County Leyland Olympian /
Northern Counies 7285 (G762UYT) was due to be towed away today to meet
its fate. ECW bodied sister 7224 (D146FYM) is sold for scrap, but not yet
removed. Also, something | forgot to mention earlier in the week, Alex
Kennedy noted sister 7220 (D178FYM) at Peterlee depot on Tuesday, only
the day after Darlington returned it to Jesmond!

Go North East revise a number of their services in County Durham tomorrow,
including the wholesale revision of the X21/X22/X23. As if to say farewell to
the X23 in its current form, though probably not intentionally(!), they unusually
had Optare Spectra 3847 (K315FYG) in use! The Scania Omnilink
demonstrator, on loan while native Omnicities are modified, is again back at
Stanley.

Stagecoach North East continue to receive Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s
and put them into service at Walkergate. Noted in use today were 19213/6/7.
For the record, 19204-17 are (NK57DWL-P/V-XD). Assuming all the ones in-
between those sighted are in use, this leaves only 19218/9 to complete the
delivery. Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20273 (M713KRH) is now at
Walkergate ex South Shields, being noted on service 18 in Byker today. LW
reports that Leyland Olympian 14669 (H669BNL) is now fully open top
(previously still had roof over first two bays). Elliot Stuffins noted one of these
vehicles in use for promotional purposes in Chester-le-Street today.
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A very smart new arrival at The Eden, West Auckland is Optare Solo SE
MX57URA. It is in full Eden livery and is for use on "Cockfield Connection”
service 83. The Eden livery suits this vehicle very well.

[ Jedt Tatiersall - Durham 2302108

A number of other Durham County Council contracts are also changing hands
this weekend. Possibly the most interesting of these is the previously
mentioned loss of the Catherderal Bus by JSB, Coundon, though this is
outweighed by gains they have made elsewhere. Neither Alero was noted on
the service today (presumably these are off to Bell's), with only a solitary Solo
being observed.

LW notes that Compass Royston, Stockton Durham CC-owned Optare Solo
YM52TOU has been under much-needed repaint at Gardiners, Spennymoor.

LW has identified one of the three MCW Metrobuses with Scarlet Band,
West Cornforth as FEZ3829.

20/02/08

Sightings from Alex Kennedy and Paul Francis confirm that a number of
swaps between Arriva Durham County and Arriva Teesside occurred over
the weekend. MPDs 1743/8/57 (V743/8ECU, W759SBR) are now at Peterlee
[it is highly likely that 1723 (V723DNL) is there also] in exchange for DAF
SB120 / Wright 1914/5/7/20 (W319PPT, W69/76/81PRG), this has allowed
Stockton service 9 to go over to low floor operation by SB120s. It is also
understood that the intended move of Optare Vectas 1515/7/27/40
(K515/7BHN, L527/40FHN) to Stockton has now occurred (1527 is certainly



there). These moves have allowed services 28/28A/29 to go over to Optare
Vecta operation. Stuart Gray reports that the swap involving 1688, an SB120
and 4042 is not now to happen.

Steven Hodgson reports that Griersons, Fishburn have acquired Leyland
Atlantean / Alexander UHG142/3V ex Preston bus.

Steven Oliver reports a further Optare Solo with Perrymans, Berwick as
MX57UPZ.

18/02/08
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Arriva Northumbria DAF DB250 / East Lancs 7455 (YJ57BVF) is now in
service. The four Lowlander were expected to displace Volvo Olympian / East
Lancs 7421/3 (M685/7HPF) and Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 7376/7
(M376/7FTY) to Jesmond. 7421/3 are noth now there, but 7376/7 are not as
yet. In turn this will allow Leyland Olympian / ECW 7212/3/5/7
(D198/223/155/65FYM) to be withdrawn. Sister 7220 (D178FYM) has today
been on loan to Darlington (use in service by Faverdale this morning) and has
now returned north. The services being taken over from Classic will
commence on 01/03/08 and are reportedly moving as part of the closure of
Classic's Washington depot.

lan Wilson and Peter Tuck report that Arriva Teesside crew-ferry Optare
Metrorider 9966 (P612FHN) is now in use and has replaced 9963 (N882RTN),
which is now parked up at Redcar.




Ray Parnaby, LW and Paul Moseley provide updates on things at Go North
East. MPD 511 (X511WRG) is now green. Sister 505 (X595FBB) was breifly
swapped for Ashington Mercedes Sprinter 470 (BU53AXC) last week. Dennis
Trident / East Lancs 3871/2 (W181/2SCU) are now cream for the upcoming
extension of Coaster services to Kibblesworth /Low Fell (extensive changes
are expected on North Tyneside) and sisters 3869/70 (W179/4SCU) are
following. Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3816 (S816FVK) has been
partly de-roofed in Percy Main.

The VOSA website shows that Durham's Cathederal Bus service is to be take
over by John Bell, Ryhope from JSB, Coundon from 24/02/08.

11/02/08

Colin Davidson reports that Arriva Northumbria DAF DB250 / East Lancs
7456 (YJ57BVG) entered service on Friday, followed by 7453/4 (YJ57BVD/E)
on Saturday. 7455 (YJ57BVF) has yet to enter service. Thanks to Steven
Hodgson for the photos of 7456. LW notes that Leyland Olympian / ECW
7220 (D178FYM) is now operating from Blyth. Andy Scott reports that some of
Classic's bus work will transfer over to Jesmond/Blyth from 24/02/08.

Stu Gray reports that Arriva Durham County are expected to move Dennis
Dart / Plaxton 1688 (J4680KP) from Bishop Auckland to Peterlee, displacing
a Cadet to Stockton to allow DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4042 (S342KHN) to
Bishop Auckland, restoring Bishop's low floor compliment following the loss of
4047.

Mark Gibbon repiorts that Arriva Teesside Optare Metrorider 2612
(P612FHN) has returned from repaint in white as 9966 for use as a crew bus.
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Chris White reports that Go North East Mini Pointer Dart 510 (X551FBB) is
repainted green. LW reports that Optare Sigmas 4776/8/81/8
(L476/8/81/8CFT) are now with Compass Bus, Worthing.

Danny Howard reports that Stagecoach North East Leyland Olympian /
Northern Counties 14672 (H672BNL) is back in use at Sunderland and sister
14668 (H668BNL) is being refubished for return to Hartlepool. He also reports
that Lynx 29541 (F251JRM) is being sold to some Cumbrian preservationists.
Grant Potter has spotted Leyland Olympian / Alexander C658LFT for sale on

ebay
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John Robinson has noted that Compass Royston, Stockton have ex Low
Fell Travel Optare Solo CE52UWV.

09/02/08

It is reported that Arriva Durham County DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4047
(S347KHN) was destroyed in a fire yesterday.

08/02/08

Neil Wise reports the arrival at Arriva Northumbria of DAF DB250 / East
Lancs 7453. It was noted at Jesmond under preparation for Alnwick. It is
understood that the full batch of four will be 7453-6 (YJ57BVD-G).

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County Optare Alero 2502
(YNO3UXW) is unlikely to operate at Bishop Auckland again, as it has been



out of use for some time and the contact passes to The Eden later this month.
He also notes that Durham now have Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7424
(M688HPF) in exchange for Optare Delta 4010 (K410BHN), that DAF
SB220GS / Plaxton 4031 (R431RPY) is expected back at Bishop imminently
with a new MOT and that Leyland Olympian / ECW 7221 (D157FYM) is
expected to remain at Bishop Auckland for a while.

lan Wilson reports that Arriva Teesside Optare Metrorider 2612 (P612FHN)
is expected to be converted into a staff bus, replacing one of 9962/3
(N878/82RTN).
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Grant Potter reports the repaint of Go North East DAF SB120 / Wright 8253
(NKO4FOP) into red. Gary Mitchelhill reports that Volvo Olympian / East
Lancs R367DJN, on loan from Redby, is numbered 9367.

Neil Watson and Ray Parnaby report the entry into service of Stagecoach
North East Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19210.

Steven Oliver reports yet another Optare Solo, MX57UPF, for Perrymans,
Berwick.

05/02/08

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County's Bishop Auckland depot has
also been using Leyland Olympian / ECW 7221 (D157FYM). Optare Solo
2501 (YM52TOU) was only visiting for final preparations before transfer to
Compass Royston. It is not clear whether DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4031
(R431RPY) was only visiting Blyth for MOT work and some changes in the
roadwork arrangements in Blyth may mean that we'll never be 100% sure!
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Steven Hodgson and Peter Barclay (with thanks to his brother, John) provide
the above photos of Go North East DAF SB120 / Wright 8252 (NA52BVJ) in



red, and Steven also provides illustration of Optare Sigma 4782 (L482CFT)
since its return to Go North East. Movements now listed on the Go North East
website that have not yet been noted here are of DAF SB120 / Wright 8258
(NKO4FPC) from Gateshead to Deptford, MPD 543 (NA52AXH) from Winlaton
to Deptford, Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano 8284 (V424KGF) from Deptford to
Washington and SPD 8241 (NK51MKP) from Percy Main to Deptford.

Jack Hollington kindly provides the news that former Busways / Stagecoach
North East Scania N113 / Alexander G923TCU has turned up with Powells,
Hellaby.

Steven Hodgson notes that Veolia North East have transferred a second
fleet-liveried Solo up from Wales, in this case YJ55BHX, joining YJ55BHZ,
which regularly operates the 516 in Hartlepool.

03/02/08

Arriva Northumbria Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7421 (M685HPF) is
confirmed as only having been a loan to Blyth and is again operating for
Jesmond. Leyland Olympian / ECW 7220 (D178FYM) remains in service at
Ashington, usually on the 420 which appears now to be almost completely
full-size, pleasingly. Scania N113 / Northern Counties 7258 (N1830OYH) was
still operating for Ashington yesterday and has yet to move to Jesmond. Dave
reports that DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4031 (R431RPY) is at Blyth, beleived on
loan from Bishop Auckland as an extra vehicle during a level crossing closure
at Newsham Farm, which will free up a Blyth minibus to provide a special
shuttle. For anyone who has not seen it, Steven Hodgson provides the above



photo of DAF DB250 / East Lancs 7436 (Y686EBR) following its repaint - note
how the front corners have been painted to resemble an Enviro 400. Volvo
Olympian / Northern Counties 7420 (P420CCU) is back in use at Jesmond
after repairs to accident damage sustained in a well publicised incident while
operating for Durham. Sisters 7411-3 (P411-3CCU) were all pulled off service
yesterday morning within a short period and lined up to go inside the shed at
Ashington, while 7410 (P410CCU) was parked up at Alnwick. Could this
suggest a depot move for them today?

John Robisnson reports that Arriva Durham County MCW Metrobus 614
(GYE515W) was on loan to Bishop Auckland yesterday.

As noted by both myself and Chris White, Go North East have now painted
Deptfors MPD 509 (X509WRG) in green and this and other MPDs are now
regulars on the 160, while Darts and various white spares work service 35
pending delivery of the new Citaros. Chris also provides a photo of 618
(NK55RUV) with GNE logos. Danny Howard and Paul Francis both provide
illustrations of Optare Deltas 4759/92 (K759SBB, M792HCU) working for
Deptford.

As noted by both myself and Chris White, Go North East have now painted
Deptfors MPD 509 (X509WRG) in green and this and other MPDs are now
regulars on the 160, while Darts and various white spares work service 35
pending delivery of the new Citaros. Chris also provides a photo of 618
(NK55RUV) with GNE logos. Danny Howard and Paul Francis both provide
illustrations of Optare Deltas 4759/92 (K759SBB, M792HCU) working for
Deptford.

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East Volvo B1OBLE /
Alexander 21145 (R245KRG) has joined 21138/43/50/7/8 (R238/43/50/7/8) at
South Shields. Danny Howard reports that sister 21136 (R236KRG) is under
repaint at the Wheatsheaf, along with Transbus Dart SLF 34605 (NKO4NPF)
and MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22030 (NK03XJZ). He also corrects his previous
report, the Dart withdrawn at the Wheatsheaf is 32633 (P633PGP), not sister
32623. Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 14672 (H672BNL) is out of use



again following recurrence of a fault, while sister 14668 (H668BNL) is
expected back at Hartlepool imminently. Preserved Leyland Olympian /
Alexander 14655 (C655LFT) has now left the Wheatsheaf for Hetton.

Alex Kennedy has noted an additional Optare Solo in service with JSB,
Coundon, this being MX56NME.

A second Mercedes 709 / Alexander noted with Tri-star, Pegswood is
M337LHP.

Glynn, Seaton Sluice have re-registered Volvo BOM / Van Hool WSV479 to
K16GLY.

01/02/08

LW has noted Arriva Northumbria Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7421
(M685HPF) operating for Blyth earlier this week. It is not clear if it is a transfer
or a loan.

Stuart Gray provides the above picture of withdrawn Arriva Durham County
Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 7285 (G762UYT) awaiting its fate and
also reports the unexpected arrival at Bishop Auckland (reson unknown) of
Optare Solo 2501 (YM52TOU) which was expected to pass to Compass
Royston when service 70 passed to them.

Chris White reports that Go North East have repainted DAF SB120 / Wright
8252 red.



