
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News February 2009 

 
  

 

23/02/09 

 

The new bus station in Morpeth opened last week. As can be seen is is a 
rather compact affair, with very narrow stands, but it does boast greatly 
improved passenger facilities. 

 

Arriva North East  DAF SB220GS / Ikarus 4078 (T79AUA) is now operating 
for Blyth, with just 4076 (T76AUA) to come. Steven Hodgson illustrates the 
deconstruction of Darlington depot. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Lee Wardle report that Go North East  have moved 
DAF/VDL SB120 / Wright 8270-5 (NK54NKX/Z/LC/D, Y291/2HUA) to 



Deptford for the 61, with 8271-5 having Drifter brandings on their green 
paintwork. Displaced Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall 590/2/4 (T421/3/5AGP) are 
all now working for Gateshead, while others enjoy other work at Deptford. 
From the sightings of Paul Francis, Lee Wardle and myself the tally of yellow 
MPDs now runs to 488/9/91/2/6/7/9 (V188/9/91/2/6/7/9ERG). 

 

New MAN A66 / Alexander vehicles continue to arrive at Stagecoach North 
East . Among the additional ones now delivered to South Shields are 
39704/9/13 (NK58AFU/GO/Y) and delivered to the Wheatsheaf are 32714/5 
(NK58AGZ/HA). Steven Hodgson reports that Volvo B10M / Alexander 
20123/5 (P123/5XCN) have lost X34 branding. Further Volvo Olympian 
disposals reported by Chris Redpath are 16712/3/6 (N712/3/6LTN) to 
Stagecoach Bluebird and 16728 to Stagecoach Western. Gez clarifies some 
earlier disposals, with 16714 (N714LTN) now being at Carlisle, 16727/8 
(N727/8LTN) being in the Kilmarnock bodyshop and 16717/8/24 
(N717/8/24LTN) being at Strathtay. Additionally, 16721-3 (N721-3LTN) have 
gone to stagecoach Devon at Exeter. 

Travelsure, Seahouses  have an additional Scania K113 / Irizar, carrying 
registration EWV665, previously on a B10M coach.  

 

John Atkin and Andrew Rasmussen report that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe  
have repainted Leyland Olympian / ECW B151TRN into fleet livery. 

 

Andrew Rasmussen report that Richardson's, Hartlepool  have new Ford 
Transit NX58TZP and ex Felix, Long Melford Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 



AY52BUS in stock. Volvo B10M / Van Hool HHT934 is reported sold, possibly 
to TM Travel, Hartlepool. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Scarlet Band, West Cornforth  have a third 
Mercedes Sprinter in stock, FB53GVD. Existing DE52OLM is now in DCC 
livery. 

In stock with Tommy's South Shields  is WLZ2312, a Caetano midi-coach 
presumably on a MAN 11.180 or Volvo B6 chassis. 

Priory, North Shields  have Volvo B10M / Van Hool E406SEL in stock. 

18/02/09 

 

Alex Kennedy and Gazza note that Go North East  have repainted MPDs 
488/97 (V188/97ERG) yellow and Gazza also notes that Volvo Olympian / 
Northern Counties 3939 (R398LGH) has returned to service (also now yellow) 
at Chester-le-Street following lengthy accident repairs. This has allowed 
Optare Spectra 3843 (K311FYG) to finally bow-out. Gary Mitchelhill and 
Steven Hodgson report that Volvo B10B / Alexander 4875 (N950TVK) is 
another repainted yellow and this also has Bargain Bus fleetnames. KS and 
Gazza note that SPDs 8232/3 (X232/3FBB) are now at Chester-le-Street, with 
Gazza also noting that Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3907 (R255LGH) 
has been working for Deptford. John Tyson reports that withdrawn Optare 
Deltas 4759/89-91 (K759LBB, M789-91HCU) are stored at Thorntons, 
Ashington. Steven Hodgson illustrates the new Kingfisher branding being 
applied to the light blue MPDs. Gazza reports that Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 3956/60 (G529/46VBB) now have Yellow Bus branding. 



 

"Mutly" (aka Steve!) notes that another Stagecoach North East  Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 400 has been used on Megabus work. On Sunday 19379 
(NK58AET) worked from Newcastle to Watford Gap and back. 

 

Lee Wardle reports Priory, North Shields  have Scania K113 / Van Hool 
RLZ7360 in stock ex ACL Travel. 

 

Lee Wardle reports Gus the Bus, North Tyneside  have Scania K113 / 
Johnkhere E516KNV in use and Toyota Coaster / Caetano S23GUS. 

 

John Tyson reports that preserved Northern / Go Ahead Gateshead MCW 
Metrobuses 3501/771 (UTN501Y, C771OCN) have both gone for repaint - 
they promise to look rather fine once ready! Reports have also been received 
of some four vehicles from anothe roperator and of a more Swedish origin 
having entered preservation in the region, though I don't want to say too much 
more as it would be a shame to spoil any surprise they have when they 
(eventually) are ready to be seen out and about. As reported by David 
Gambles, one vehicle to narrowly miss out on preservation is Busways / Blue 



Bus Dennis Dart / Plaxton J701KCU, which was sadly scrapped just days 
before a potential preservationist came forward. 

10/02/09 

 

Go North East  have articulated Mercedes Citaro BX02YZK on loan from 
London General, working on the X66 as 9166. This certainly adds fuel to the 
fire of rumours that a number of these could reach the north east. Thanks to 
Steven Hodgson and Lee Wardle for the photos. Bargain Express service X41 
was launched on Friday in Ashington, with Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7082-4 
(Y782-4MFT) entering service on the route yesterday. Again thanks to Steven 
and Lee for the photos. Lee also reports that Volvo B10B / Alexander 4809 
(L209KEF) is another in yellow and that SPD 8207 (V207ERG) is now at 
Winlaton, while Steven notes that Scania Omnicity 5272 (NK56KKH) is now at 
Percy ain in pink and cream part Angel/part Coaster livery. Former 
fleetmember, Volvo B6 / Alexander M424PVN if for sale on ebay, as spotted 
by Andrew Rasmussen. 

 

The new MAN A66 / Alexander Dennis enviro 200 for Stagecoach North 
East  continue to arrive and make their way to South Shieleds, as illustrated 
by Mark McCann. South Shields are due 14, with 9 each for Sunderland and 
Slatyford. Lee Wardle reports that Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16712/3/5/6 
(N712/3/5/6LTN) are now with Stagecoach Bluebird, 16717/8/24 
(N717/8/24LTN) with Stagecoach East Scotland and 16726/7 (N726/7LTN) at 
Stagecoach West Scotland. Gez notes that 16714 (N714LTN) may not stay at 
Kendal. Danny Howard notes that Dennis Dart / Alexander 32722/31 
(K722PCN, L731VNL) have gone to Grievesons, Walker for scrap, with sisters 
32734/43 (L734/43VNL) engineless and under cannibalisation at South 



Shields. Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32127-9 (K127-9SRH) are reported sold for 
scrap and Mercedes 709 / Alexander 40473/84/99/791 (N473/84/99RVK, 
N341KKH) have gone from storage at Slatyford, also. 

 

Lee Wardle notes that A-Coach Company, Seaton Burn  have added Volvo 
B10M / Berkhof CCZ6058 and Scania K112 / Plaxton K530EHE to stock. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Keiths, Blucher  now have one-time Compass Royston 
Dennis Javelin / Duple H194TYC. 

Scania K113 / Irizar P32NVP is in use with Garfield Coaches, Annitsford . 

Lee Wardle notes that A-Line, Pelaw  have Kingsleys Mercedes 609 
K112PLP on loan. 

04/02/09 

 

Neil Wise has been scouring the Harrowgate Hill Community website and has 
found some additional information on the new vehicles due this year for 
Arriva North East . There it is reported that some of the new vehicles will be 



for services 1/1B Tow Law - Darlington, 5/5A Durham - Darlington and 7/7A 
Arnison Centre - Darlington, so will presumably Durham, Bishop Auckland 
and Darlington depots will all be getting a share. It also states that more low 
floor vehicles will be drafted in from elsewhere in the region as new deliveries 
permit. Steven Hodgson and Paul Mosley both illustrate new VDL SB200 / 
Plaxton 04 (YJ58FFC) working new competetive service 307 Newcastle - 
Benton. Steven also notes that Scania L113 / East Lancs 285 (N285NCN) is 
another in interurban livery and at Durham. Alex Kennedy illustrates DAF 
SB220GS / Plaxton 4069 (S711KFT) now working for Redcar and in the snow 
at Brotton. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that new Stagecoach North East  MAN A66 / 
Alexander 39701/4 (NK58AFJ/U) have turned up at South Shields, while 
Gazza notes the delivery of 39705/6 (NK58AFV/X). Gez reports that Volvo 
Olympian / Alexander 16714 (N714LTN) has appeared on the Stegacoach 
North West allocation sheet in reserve - maybe more will move that way? 

01/02/09 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East  Volvo B10M / Plaxton has been 
seen on route learning duties ready for the use of these vehicles on the new 
Bargain Express X41 from Monday. Gazza reports that VDL SB120 / Wright 
8270 (NK54NKX) is white. 

 

John atkin notes that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe Volvo Citybus / East Lancs 
H652GPF is now repainted into livery, while Andrew Rasmussen illustrates it 



fitted with "Tees Valley Stagecarriage" fleetnames. John also illustrates ex 
Southern Vectis Dennis Javelin / Plaxton E745JAY. 

01/02/09 

 

Further new arrivals at Arriva North East  from Arriva Bus & Coach stock are 
VDL SB200 / Plaxton 01/02 (YJ58FFA/B), both at Blyth in Arriva livery. 
YJ58FFC is numbered 04 and has moved from Blyth to Jesmond. Thanks to 
Steven Hodgson for the info and to him and Lee for the photos. Wayne 
Picknet reports that Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1696 (M186YKA) has left Redcar 
(believed to be back to Blyth), with Redcar instead having DAF SB220GS / 
Plaxton 4069 (S711KFT) ex Durham. He also notes that DAF SB220GS / 
Ikarus 4076 (T76AUA) and Optare Vecta 1544 (L544GHN) have been moved 
out of Loftus to Redcar. 

 

Bill Wilkinson kindly provides the above photo of Stagecoach North East  
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19381 (NK58AEV) making a rare appearance in 
Edinburgh, having replaced a failed coach on a Megabus working. Steven 
Hodgson and Danny Howard report the arrival of three MAN A66 / Alexander 
Dennis Envrio 200, the first of those expected for Sunderland, South Shields 
and Slatyford. NK58AFV is one of the three. They also report that Volvo 
Olympian / Alexander 16725 (N725LTN) is now at Hartelpool, and that Dennis 
Dart / Plaxton 32129 (K129SRH) is under cannibalisation at Sltayford. Lee 
Johnson reports that Volvo B10M / Alexander 20120 (P120XCN) has been 
working for Stockton ex Hartlepool. Steven Hodgson reports that Designline 
Olymbus 61008 (NK05RWU) is back in use after a lengthy lay-off. It is not 
clear if this has had its turbine replaced by a more conventional engine, as 
suggested by press reports recently. 



 

Steven Hodgson notes that Go North East  Volvo B10B / Alexander 4810 
(L210KEF) is another repainted yellow and that DAF SB120 / Wright 8275 
(Y292HUA) is now green. The GNE website shows that the blue MPDs are to 
be branded as Kingfisher for the 69/69A, the yellow ones as East Durham for 
the Peterlee based Jayline network and that the green SB120s are for the 
Drifter 61. 


