
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News January 2008 

 
  

 

29/01/08 

Dave confirms that Arriva Northumbria Scania L113 / East Lancs 277 
(P277VRG) has indeed been replaced at Blyth by sister 282 (N282NCN).  

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County Leyland Olympian / Northern 
counties 7285 (G762UYT) has now had its ticketing equipment removed, 
effectively confiming its fate as sealed. DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4084 (J927CYL) 
is now removed from Bishop Auckland depot. 

 

Steven Hodgson passes on confirmation from Go North East that they have 
acquired the service bus operations of Redby, Sunderland. Vehicles taken 
into stock for use are Optare Sigma 4782 (L482CFT) and Dennis Dart SLF / 
Alexander 618/9 (NK55RUV/W). Vehicles taken into stock, bt not exopected 
to be used are Optare Excels P322KAR, P325/9NHJ, P333HBC, Leyland 
Titan NUW668Y and Leyland Olympian / Alexander E221WBG. Volvo 
Olympian / East Lancs R367DJN is on loan from Redby at the moment. 
Redby's coaching operations continue as before, and the remianing modern 
services buses (such as the Enviro 200 above) are understood to have 
returned to their lessors. 

Ray Parnaby notes that Stagecoach in Newcastle now have Enviro 400s up 
to 19207. 

28/01/08 

Start Gray reports that Arriva Durham County have received Scania L113 / 
East Lancs 277 (P277VRG) at Bishop Auckland. It is not yet known whether 
282 (N282NCN) has gone to Blyth in its place or will also move to Bishop. He 
also reports that Optare Vecta 1527 (L527FHN) has gone on loan to Peterlee 
- to the best of my knowledge the first time Peterlee have operated a Vecta.  

Martin Brigham notes that Arriva Tees & District Optare Vecta 1514 
(K514BHN) is having spares removed at Redcar.  



 

LW has supplied the above photo of Stagecoach North East Volvo B10BLE / 
Alexander 21157 (R257KRG) now operating from South Shields. This and 
21138 (R238KRG) have replaced Volvo Olympian / ALexander 16735/6 
(N735/6LTN) which are now on loan to Stagecoach East Midlands before 
going to Preston.  

 

LW, Paul Francis and Steven Hodgson update me on the latest movements at 
Go North East. DAF SB120 / Wright 8243-51 are now at Gateshead for teh 
27/27A, and DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4820-2 are at Winlaton for the 91. 
Scania Omnicity 5259 is at Percy Main, where it is confirmed that MPD 508 is 
green. Optare Deltas 4759/93 (K759SBB, M793HCU) are at Deptford, the 
Deltas being seen on the X35 today. Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3929 is now yellow, while the black-liveried Scanias have gained Loop 
branding.  

 

Steven Hodgson has caught up with a couple of former north east vehicles in 
Wales. He found ex Stagecoach North East MAN 14.220 / East Lancs 
80002 (PN03OWA) with Islwyn Borough Transport and ex OK Travel Optare 
Delta J203VHN with Shuttle Buses (Harris Coaches), Blackwood.  



 

LW reports that First Choice Travel have repainted Optare Delta K761RBB 
white, with Tyneside Travel branidng.  

26/01/08 

 

Arriva Northumbria Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7421 (M685HPF) is now at 
Jesmond ex Ashington, presumably filling the void left by the return of 7424 to 
Bishop Auckland. Dennis Trident / Alexander 7430-3/5 (W395-8/501RBB) and 
Volvo B7TL / Alexander 7445 (NK05GWX) are now branded for the 306 (I 
suspect 7434 is also, but it is as yet unseen). Volvo B7TL / Alexander 7446 
(NK05GWY) is not branded. Scania L113 / East Lancs 282 (N282NCN) is 
now devoid of blinds, presumably ready to move to Bishop Auckland.  

Danny Howard reports that Arriva Durham County MCW Metrobus 630 
(B90WUL) is today on loan to Peterlee. 

Go North East have repainted one of their MPDs lime green. It would appear 
to be a Percy Main example, as I noted it near the Coast Road. Percy Main 
Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3869 was today operating in what may be 
described as partly rubbed-down condition and fitted with an LED destination. 
It would seem that this may be about to be repainted for some interesting 
forthcoming changes to "Coaster" service 1. Reports have just appeared on 
the Goaheadbusfans yahoo group concerning the take over of a local 
independent (not the one the rumours are going around about!) - I 
wholeheartedly recommend joining this group to keep up with the latest at Go 
North East. 

 



Ray Parnaby reports the entry into service at Stagecoach North East's 
Walkergate depot of Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19205. The registration is 
beleived to be NK57DWM, but this is subject to confirmation. Danny Howard 
reports a number of things from the Wheatsheaf. Firtly is the surprising 
refurbishment and repaint of Mercedes 709 / Alexander 40499 (N499RVK) - 
these last few Mecs seem set to go on forever! Volvo Olympian / Alexander 
16832 (R832OVN) of Stockton is under preparation for repaint. Leyland 
Olympian / Northern Counties 14672 (H672BNL) is back in use at Sunderland 
after mechanical attention and sister 14668 (H668BNL) is similarly expected 
to return home to Hartlepool shortly. Dennis Dart / Alexander 32623 
(P623PGP) is noted as delicenced.  

25/01/08 

 

Through a combination of my own sightings and reports from Stuart Gray, I 
can update on goings on at Arriva Durham County. DAF DB250 / Northern 
Counties 7451 (R208CKO) and Scania L113 / East Lancs 272 (P272VRG) 
are now at Bishop Auckland. Leyland Olympian / Alexander 7277 (J353BSH) 
is back in use ex repair at Bishop Auckland, while Volvo Olympian / East 
Lancs 7426/7 (M690/1HPF) are both under repair there. Sister to the latter, 
7424 (M688HPF) is back at Bishop Auckland ex Jesmond. Volvo Olympian / 
Northern Counties 7420 (P420CCU), which had been operating on the X1 for 
Durham in exchange for 7424, is under repair after an accident. The double 
decker diagram on the X1 today was 7425 (M689HPF). Durham Optare 
Metrorider 2702 (R702MHN) is currently on loan to Bishop Auckland, working 
serivice 69 today. Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 7285 (G762UYT) 
looks to have served its last, while Optare Vecta 1535 (L535FHN) is now 
dumped at Jesmond. It is anticipated that the next Optare Vectas that will 
transfer from Bishop Auckland to Stockton (following 1537) will be MAN-
engined ones. MCW Metrobus 614/30 (GYE515W, B90WUL) and Leyland 
Olympian / ECW 7216/21 (D160/57FYM), while listed for disposal, continue in 
use at Durham. 

 



Go North East DAF SB120 / Wright 8245 (NA52BVB) is the first noted with 
full branding for the "Crusader" services 27/27A. Thanks to Daryl Mitchelhill 
for the right hand photo. 

Noted in use with Ferryhill Village Travel on their 110 service today was ex 
JSB Mercedes 709 / Plaxton J862HWS. 

23/01/08 

Gary Mitchelhill reports that Arriva Northumbria Scania N113 / Northern 
Counties 7252 (L161GYL) is now operating from Jesmond. This and 7258 
(N183OYH) are due there to replace Scania L113 / East Lancs 272/82 
(P272VRG, N282NCN), which are expected to go to Bishop Auckland. 

Marty B notes that Arriva Tees & District Optare Vecta 1514 (K514BHN) has 
left Loftus (apparently for Redcar) and that Optare Metrorider 914 (R9214JNL) 
is now operating there ex Ashington. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports the entry into service of Stagecoach in Newcastle 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19204 (NK57DWL) at Walkergate. It appears 
the SEM Olympian noted on the Tyne Bridge is up here for chassis 
refurbishment. 

 

Andrew Tyldsley kindly illustrates the full branding on Go North East DAF 
SB220GS / Northern Counties 4821 (P321AFT) for Team Valley Clipper 
service 91. This livery seems to suit these vehicles rather better than any of 
their previous liveries. 

22/01/08 

Craig Bell reports that Arriva Northumbria DAF DB250 / East Lancs 7436/7 
(Y686/7EBR) have joined 7438 (Y688EBR) at Ashington. 7436 is repainted 
into the "cow horns" livery style. 



Stuart Gray informs me that Arriva Durham County Optare Vecta 1527 
(L527FHN) is the next one expected to head to Stockton. 

Steven Hodgson and LW pass on an observation from Mark McCann of 
Stagecoach East Midlands Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 16476 
(K106JWJ) on the Tyne Bridge! It is not known if it is in the region for repair or 
is a transfer. 

LW reports that Go North East are now using Scania Omnilink demonstrator 
YN07EZB at Percy Main ex Stanley. 

 

Paul Thompson kindly reports a further new Optare Solo for his Leven Valley 
fleet. This one is MAN-engined S222JDC, which has seatbelts, so is suitable 
for their one remaining school service. The registration harks back to 
Middlesbrough Corporation Guy Arab JDC222 of 1958. 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted previously unseen Setra BU06CUK with 
Procters, Bedale. 

19/01/08 

Stuart Gray informs me that Arriva Durham County have Scania L113 / East 
Lancs 276 (P276VRG) at Bishop Auckland from Stockton (where it was 
unusued) and that this, previously mentioned 271/5 and two more are 
expected to remain at Bishop long term, displacing Optare Vetcas. Indeed 
1537 (L537FHN) is anticipated to be off to Stockton imminently. 

 



Chris Redpath reports that Go North East have had loan (albeit not used in 
service) of 14.25m long tri-axle Scania / Caetano Levante FJ57KHF. It is 
understood that an unconfirmed quantity are on order for National Express 
work. Thanks to the multitude of people who have reported that DAF 
SB220GS / Northern Counties 4820-2 (P320-2AFT) are now repainted silver. 
Thanks to Danny Howard for the photo. Graeme Warnes reports that Cadet 
8250 is now claret. 

LW reports that Stagecoach North East have resumed receipt of new 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s, with three noted thus far. Also note that there 
may yet be further developments on the new vehicles front. 

Nightingale, Stanley currently have former OK DAF MB230 / Duple 
E907MDC for sale on ebay. It is hoped that this fine machine finds a good 
home. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes previously unseen Volvo B10M / Van Hool KIW949 
with Wright Bros, Alston. 

John Robinson reports that Coatham Coaches, Redcar have new Mercedes 
Vario / Plaxton Cheetah YN57MDO. 

Steven Oliver reports that Perrymans, Berwick continue to use Metrorider 
M865KCU. 

16/01/08 

 

Stuart Gray informs me that Arriva Durham County have Scania L113 / East 
Lancs 271/5 (P271/5VRG) at Bishop Auckland for a few weeks and he and 
Gary Mitchelhill both note the arrival at Bishop Auckland of DAF DB250 / 
Northern Counties 7448/52 (R205/9CKO). Between them, Roy Yallop and 
Gary Mitchelhill note the swap of Durham Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7424 
(M688HPF) for Jesmond Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 7420 
(P420CCU). 



Mark Gibbon confirms that Arriva Teesside have Scania L113 / East Lancs 
276 (P276VRG) at Stockton. 

Mark McCann provides some clarity on the situation with the Stagecoach 
North East MAN 14.220 / Alexander Dennis E200. All 19 are understood to 
be heading to Hartlepool (i.e. none for South Shields), owing to some sort of a 
tie-up with Hartlepool Council. He also reports that the vehicles used on the 
X34 Harton Nook - Newcastle are likely to be rebranded again! 

John Atkin reports that Alrite Travel, Middlesbrough retained Dennis Dart / 
Plaxton H94MOB. None of the vehicles that passed to A1 have been used 
there. 

LW reports that Classic, Annfield Plain DAF SB3000 / Van Hool X143WNL 
is now branded for the Blackpool Express and that Optare Solo Y291PDN is 
out of use long term. The take-over of TGM by Arriva now looks almost 
certain - see press release. 

 

LW reports some new vehicles for Stanley Taxis, Oxhill. They are Mercedes 
Vario /Plaxton YN57OUV and Ford Transits M2/3STX 

13/01/08 

Dave reports that Arriva Northumbria Scania L113 / East Lancs 275/6 
(P275/6VRG) are the other two parked up at Jesmond. He understands that 
they are to move to Bishop Auckland, though there are probably more logical 
locations to which they could move! Dave also suggests that the use at 
Ashington of 7386 and possibly 7438 may just be loans.  

Stuart Gray notes that withdrawn Arriva Durham County Leyland Olympian / 
ECW 7224 (D146FYM) looks ready to donate its rear axle to Leyland 
Olympian / Alexander 7277 (J353BSH) and confirms that Volvo Olympian / 
East Lancs 7424 (M688HPF) has followed 7425 to Durham. Further vehicles 
are expected to arrive at Bishop Auckland from Ashington today. 

Following on from yesterday's excitement about a model of Tees & District 
Bristol LH 1599, further interorgation of the website shows that we can expect 
models of United Bristol LH6L / ECW 1673 (NGR673P) and Leyland 
Olympian / Alexander 272 (L272FVN). Time to raid the piggy bank..... 

Various reports have been received that Stagecoach North East's order for 
MAN 14.220 / Alexander Dennis Enviro 200s for Hartlepool and South Shields 



due in April may be redirected within the north east. These reports, from 
varying sources (some more reliable than others), do vary, so it may be a 
case of wait and see. 

The Go North East website shows that Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7076 
(YSU876), which had been operating in white with National express symbols 
over-painted blue, has moved to the driver training fleet. Some former Go 
North East Dennis Darts are currently for sale on ebay. 

Former Darlington Transport (new to Nottingham) Daimler Fleetline 
PAU207R is also for sale on ebay. This could potentially be a very interesting 
preservation prospect. 

Stuart Gray has noted two ex K&J, York MCW Metrobuses parked up at 
Scarlet Band, West Cornforth and understands that a third is due. 

Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have Leyland Olympian / Alexander E218WBG for 
sale on ebay for a second time. 

12/01/08 

 

I can update the status of Arriva Northumbria's new Alexander Dennis 
Enviro 400s. 7501-6 (NK57DXX-YA, GWX/Y) are all now in service at Blyth 
and 7507-11 (NK57GWZ-XD) are in serivce at Ashington. 7512 is parked up 
at Ashington ready to enter service and 7513 is under preparation at 
Jemsond. Scania N113 / East Lans 7386 (N386OTY) and DAF DB250 / East 
Lancs 7438 (Y688EBR) are both now working at Ashington. LW reports that 
Scania L113 / East Lancs 271 (P271VRG) is delicenced, with blinds and 
ticketing equipment removed, and parked up at the front of Jemsond depot. It 
is understood that two further Blyth examples are also present deeper in 
Jesmond. It would appear that these are ready for transfer away, but I don't 
yet know where to. LW also noted Arriva London DAF DB250 / Plaxton open 
topper DLP201 (V601LGC) in Jesmond. While it is not completely unknown 
for these vehicles to visit Tyneside for mechanical repairs at an outside 
company, it is rare for them to appear on Arriva premises. 



Well done to the eagle-eyed Neil Wise for spotting that Britbus plan to release 
a model Tees & District Bristol LH. The vehicle depicted is Stokesley depot's 
1599 (WHN599M), so will fit nicely in the display cabinet alongside EFE's 
model of Olympian 237 (A237GHN), also of Stokesley. 

Paul Thompson kindly advises that Leven Valley, South Bank have sold 
Mercedes 709 / Midland Coach Concepts P788BJU to Mitchell's, Plean. 

07/01/08 

 

Steven Hodgson reports the entry into service of some of Arriva 
Northumbria's new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s. He noted 7501/3 
(NK57DXX/Z) in use with Blyth on the 308. It is understood that the full 
allocation will see Blyth have 7501-6 and Ashington 7507-13. 

Stuart Gray reports that the three DAF DB250 / Northern Counties received 
by Arriva Durham County at Bishop Auckland are 7447/9/50 
(R204/6/7CKO). With a number of vehicles off the road at Bishop Auckland, 
only Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7425 (M689HPF) is due to leave so far, 
departing for Durham tonight. Leyland Olympian / ECW 7219 (D216FYM) has 
been on loan from Durham. 

It would appear that recent sightings of new Mercedes Citaros at Go North 
East's Saltmeadows works were erroneous (a mucky Red Arrows one 
perhaps?), as Andrew Tyldsley confirms that none are due until mid March. 
LW reports that Optare Deltas 4759/93 (K759SBB, M793HCU) were both 
working for Washington on Saturday - it is not known if they are loans or 
transfers. Paul Francis reports that Deptford now have Optare Solo 453 
(S253KNL) for use on ex Sherburn Coaches service 238 in Peterlee. Further 
contract changes are due in County Durham at the end of February. Indeed, 
the latest N&Ps show that service 246 is to be taken over from Arriva and 
services 810-3 from JSB from the 24/02/07. It also shows the interesting 
extension of service X22 to Durham and X23 to Bishop Auckland from 
24/02/07. 



 

Steven Hodgson illustrates the new livery of NMC, Ashington as displayed 
by Volvo B12B / Plaxton KX07HDN. 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted previously unseen Volvo B10M / Plaxton 
N256THO with Durham City Coaches. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Dubmire, Hetton have Volvo B10M / Jonkherre 
YIL4028 in use in the livery of Coast and Country Travel. 

05/01/08 

The first of Arriva Northumbria's new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s are 
expected to enter service from Monday. Stuart Gray reports that Bishop 
Auckland are expecting to receive three of the DAF DB250 / Northern 
Counies from Ashington that these will displace. One of the victims of the 
resulatant cascades is expected to be Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 
7285 (G762UYT). 

 



Go North East have introduced a new facility to buy £1.99 single and £4.00 
day tickets by text message. To advertise this, Scania Omnicity 5261 
(NK56KJV) has gained "Txt2go" branding on its white livery, as pictured 
above by LW. Metrocentre Saturday services X57 and X68 have been 
withdrawn. Observations suggest that they were not heavily used. There have 
been internet reports of new Mercedes Citaros ar Saltmeadows and Steven 
Hodgson passes on a report that a silver one is present.  

 

Danny Howard reports that Stagecoach North East Leyland Lynx II 29629 
(K629YVN) seems to be seeing sporadic use to cover for failures, rather than 
more routine work. 

John Atkin reports that A1 Coaches, South Bank, who have been operating 
their service 66 since Wednesday, have now acquired several vehicles from 
Alrite. These are Dennis Dart / Carlyle H94MOB, Optare Metroriders 
N413NTN, P418VRG and a Volvo B6. 

Craig Bell notes that Franks, Haswell have ex Arriva Leyland Lynx G508EAJ 
in stock. He has also noted First Choice Travel Optare Delta K761SBB at 
Roverts, Wingate, though it is not clear if this has been sold to them or is 
possibly outstationed there. 

Ian Moorcroft notes that Travelsure, Seahouses Scania K93 / Plaxton 
RIL4165 is now with Andrews, Tideswell. 


