
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News January 2009 

 
  

 

26/01/09 

 

New arrivals at Arriva North East  from Arriva Bus & Coach stock are VDL 
SB200 / Plaxton YJ58FFC/G. The former is in white and has been noted 
parked at Blyth, while the latter is in Arriva livery and carries fleetnumber 03, 
suggesting that these may well be short term acquisitions pending delivery of 
new vehicles. At least one of these is beleived to have been previously used 
by Halton Transport while they were awaiting delivery of new vehciles. Thanks 
o John Hall, Dave Allan and Steven Hodgson for reporting these. The closure 
of Loftus depot has seen Optare Prismas 3019/20 (N519/20XVN) move to 
Stockton, with sister 3018 (N518XVN) and DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4026 
(R426RPY) also due there. The other Loftus vehicles have moved to Redcar, 
with the DAF SB220GS / Ikarus due to complete their move to Blyth as the 
Prisma arrivals from Durham allow. Indeed, with 3012 (N512XVN) now at 
Redcar, 4079 (T83AUA) is now at Blyth, as is 4077 (T78AUA). Wayne 
Picknett notes that Redcar now have the use of Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1688/96 
(J468OKP, M186YKA). Stuart Gray reports that sister 1697 (M197YKA) has 
replaced Optare Vecta 1545 (L545GHN) at Bishop Auckland, after the 
following suffered water damage. Darlington have DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 
4044 (S344KHN) ex Stockton, along with their turn on service X66, while 
MPD 1762 (NK05GVZ) has gone to the paintshop following the end of service 
737. Trevor Gordon has noted Leyland Olympian / Alexander 7277/8 
(J353/4BSH) on their way to a dealer and these have now joined 7271/2 
(L271/2FVN) in being parked up near Warrington awaiting sale. Former 
United/Arriva Lynxes 5013/8 (J653/8UHN) are again on ebay. 



 

Steven Hodgson and Ian Gordon report that Go North East  DAF SB120 / 
Wright 8274 (Y291HUA) is another in green. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Gary Mitchelhill report that Stagecoach North East  
Designline Olymbus 61001 (VX04MZG) has interestingly been given an 
allover advert. 

Scott Cooper notes that former Bob Smith, Langley Park  Leyland Lynx 
F291AWW is for sale on ebay. 

Andrew Rasmussen notes former M&D, Thornaby  Bova Futura LUI9625 for 
sale on ebay. 

Trevor Gordon reports that Proctors, Bedale  now have the services of 
YN08OWK, previously on loan to Durham City Coaches.. 

17/01/09 - Farewell Loftus  

 

Today sees the final day of operation at Arriva North East's  Loftus depot. 
From Monday, services 65/65A will pass to Redcar (to be interworked in a 



complex fashion with the 22, 71, X3 and X4), while Whitby outstation will gain 
services 93, 828 and the through X56 journeys (plus their existing town work). 
The short X56 journeys will move to Stockton. Whitby will become an 
outstation of Redcar and it is understood that three vehicles will pass to 
Stockton, with the rest moving to Redcar/Whitby. 

12/01/09 

 

Neil Wise repors that the Arriva North East  staff newspaper "Arriva Now" 
states that 100 new vehciles are on order for delivery over the next twelve 
months or so. The first of these are expected to be VDL SB200 / Wright for 
Ashington and Blyth. Wayne Picknett and Martin Brigham note that Redcar 
have a number of vehicles off the road and that Optare Prismas 3002/18/25 
(M302SAJ, N518/25XVN) have moved deon from Loftus. Optare Vecta 1528 
(L528FHN), which had been due to move to Redcar with the X3/X4, is now 
listed for disposal, with sister 1544 (L544GHN) expected to replace it at 
Redcar. All of the Leyland Olympians have now officially been removed from 
the fleet, but not all have been taken away by their new owners and Steven 
Hodgson has noted ECW bodied 7219 (D216FYM) being used by Peterlee. 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted two more Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s in 
service with Stagecoach North East . These are 19441/3 (NK58FNF/H), the 
latter without service 1 branding. Danny Howard notes Volvo Olympian / 
Alexander 16729 (N729LTN) is now in service at Hartelpool - see his photo of 
it here. 

 



Ian Gordon and Steven Hodgson report that Go North East  MPD 489 
(V189ERG) is repainted yellow and that DAF SB120 / Wright 8271 
(NK54NKZ) is green. 

 

Steven Hodgson has visited The Eden, West Auckland  and notes ex Woods, 
Leicester Mercedes 709 / Alexander GNZ8153, CHZ4743 and XIL1447. 
These are in addition to repainted RIL5885, which was new to OK as 
M671RAJ.  

 

Steven Hodgson notes DAF SB3000 / Van Hool CHZ1751 in stock with 
Weardale, Stanhope . 

 

Steven Hodgson and John Soutar illustrate Scarlet Band, West Cornforth  
Mercedes Sprinters DE52OLM and BX02CLY, the former still in the livery of 
Roman city, the latter in East Durham Hospital Link livery. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes Bova Futura YJ08NTG in stock with Keiths, Blucher . 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Alan Madrell, Durham  have Scania K124 / 
Irizar N4PCV in stock. 

Joe Curry reports that Durham City Coaches, Brandon  only had Volvo B12B 
/ Plaxton YN08OWK on loan. 

 

James Stoker illustrates Rainbow Coaches, Billingham  Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton S779OHN in their new livery. 

 

John Atkin and Andrew Rasmussen have both provided updates on Tees 
Valley, Eaglescliffe . New in stock is Volvo B10M / Plaxton R448FWT. 
Withdrawn after engine failure is MCW Metrobus B800AOP (expected to be 
scrapped) and departing for scrap is Volvo Citybus / East Lancs H675GPF. 

 

Andrew Rasmussen notes that Jack's Coaches, Middlesbrough  have ex Go 
North East Volvo B10M / Plaxton N761RCU in stock. 



 

A vehicle in use with Garnetts, Tindale Crescent  is Mercedes Tourino 
BX07NMV, as illustrated by John Soutar. 

 

Steven Hodgson illustrates Stanley Coaches, Oxhill  recently acquired Volvo 
B10M / Van Hool UIL1459 repainted in latest livery. 

Adam Nicholson reports that Generation Travel, Great Ayton  have acquired 
ex Stagecoach Bluebird Leyland Olympian / Alexander J196YSS. 

02/01/09 

Happy New Year - May 2009 deliver all that you desi re. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East  Alexander Dennis 
Enviro 400 19440 (NK58FNE) is now in service, while many people report the 
de-roofing of sister 19380 (NK58AEU). Steven notes that MAN 18.220 / 
Alexander 22174 (T174MVM) has now reached Stockton and passes on a 
report from Danny Howard that Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16729 
(N729LTN) has been noted at Hartlepool. 

 



James Stoker reports that Style Travel, Horden  have added MCW Metrobus 
LOA383X and Volvo B58 / Plaxton B187XJD (1985 body on rebuilt 1974 
chassis) to stock. 

James Stoker also reports that M&D Travel, Thornaby  have added another 
Toyota Coaster / Caetano to stock - N493RAP. 


