
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News - July 2006 

 
  

 

31/07/06 

 

A few movements noted at Go North East are Volvo B10M / Plaxton 
7058/62/74/5 (M58LBB, GSK962, YSU874/5) from driver training to 
Washington for the X2, MPD 515 (NK51MJU) from Percy Main to Deptford, 
517/8 (NK51MJX/Y) Percy Main to Washington, Dennis Dart / Marshall 8118 
(N118WBR) Sunderland - Washington, Optare Sigma 4779-81 (L479-81CFT) 
Sunderland - Gateshead and 4782/3 (L482/3CFT) Washington - Gateshead. 
Also, Volvo B10B / Plaxton N603FJO, which is on loan from Oxford, is 
numbered 9603. 

 

Dunn-Line (Durham), Hetton-le-Hole began operating a number of Nexus 
contracts yesterday. I noted Optare Solo YJ06YPR in use and Steven 
Hodgson noted YJ06YRM/N. All carry branding for "Link-Up" (presumably a 
new version of U-call, as Dunn Line have also won a number of demand-
responsive contracts). It is understood that there will eventually be a total of 
ten Optare Solos in use. Also noted (fleetingly), was a new coach for National 
Express work. It is FJ06GHB and (as far as I could see) is a Volvo B12B / 
Sunsundegui. 

30/07/06 



 

Steven Hodgson, has kindly provided a slection of shots of fully branded Go 
North East vehicles for their Sunderland re-laucnch which started today, but 
gets going in earnest tomorrow! I will hopefully be able to detail some of the 
vehicle movements tomorrow once I have had a good look at what is going on 
myself! 

26/07/06 

David Mallon has kindly sent me this link to the updated list of Durham 
County Cuts and other Durham County service changes. 

 

Steven Hodgson, Raymond Embleton, Gary Mitchelhill and Andrew bring 
some snippets from Go North East. The yellow MPDs are now gaining full 
Black Cats branding, while 603 is now painted silver. The Volvo B10B / 
Plaxton on loan from Oxford at Chester-le-Street is N603FJO. 

Bryn McGloin reports that Arriva Durham County MPD 1770 is currently on 
loan to Arriva Tees & District at Redcar. There are a number of fleet 
movements in progress - see my updated fleetlist. 

22/07/06 

Dave P confirms that Arriva Durham County Leyland Olympian / Alexander 
7274 (L274FVN) currently remains with Peterlee and was in service today. 



 

Steven Hodgson has supplied the above photo showing the first known FULL 
application of Go North East's Doxford Clipper livery. He and Raymond 
Embleton confirm that Scanias 5201-8 are now all in orange (tangerine?) 
livery. Further news from other correspondents is that the white MPDs will be 
used as spare cover for the colour coded examples. It is also confirmed that 
Volvo B10M 7058 retains MANUAL transmission but sports a cab door, 
assualt screen and ticket machine bases. It has also been reported that 
Scania L94UA / Wright 4950 has been refurbished and given a new livery - 
more on this later I hope! 

 

Paul Thompson of Leven Valley, Middlesbrough has kindly provided details 
of the latest changes to his fleet. Mercedes 811 / Dormobile 23 (L923UGA) - 
St Columba - was taken away yesterday by Snaiths, Otterburn. It had been 
withdrawn when the most recent Optare Solo arrived and had been partly 
cannibalised. On loan to cover for increased work due to Moorsbus is Mistral 
Optare Solo MX06OSW, which had previously been used by Stanley Taxis. 

21/07/06 

Paul Francis has kindly confirmed that Arriva Durham County now have 
Scania N113 / Northern Counties 7251 (L160GYL) at Peterlee. This would 
appear to have displaced Olympian 7274 to Scotaland - to be confirmed. 

Go North East have today been using freshly repainted (red) Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton 7058 (M58LBB) for route learning of Red Arrows service X2. Although 
hard to be sure, due to th enoise of the radiator fan, it would appear that this 
may have been converted to automatic. Sister 7060 (N760RCU) remains in 
use in white with the driver training school. There have also been internet 
reports of an Oxford Volvo B10B in use at Chester-le-Street, though I was 
unable to find it today. 



 

Alrite, Middlesbrough appear to have adopted a new identity with hints of a 
South Yorkshire connection. Optare Metrorider N413NTN now carries a new 
livery of allover red with a bluey-purpley band and white lining out and ATL 
fleetnames. The livery is reminisent of that used by Doncaster Transport at 
around the turn of the 70s and ATL were of course an early post-deregulation 
bus group with operations in Sheffield! 

Garry Luck has again provided a welcome update on happenings at 
Weardale, Stanhope. Two of the three ex Dublin Olympians are now in livery 
with an ex Go North East Metrobus next to be repainted. Leyland Atlantean / 
Alexander AVK176V has been sold for preservation, Leyland Olympian / East 
Lancs B101PHC has gone to Procters, Bedale for non-PSV use and rare 
Leyland Olympian / Marshall TJT189X is to be scrapped on site at Frosterley 
to provide spares. 

 

Neil Wide and Steven Hodgson have both provided further updates on 
Classic, Annfield Plain. A further Optare Solo in use is YJ51JWW, while ex 
Tellings Golden Miller Volvo B10M / Plaxton T40TGM now wears the latest 
"corporate" livery variation. A pair of Leyland Nationals have been acquired 
for spares from MK Metro (see above photo), which would seem to explain 
the return to service of DAR123T. 

In use with Garnetts, Tindale Crescent is ex MOD Dennis Javelin / Wadham 
Stringer L717ASD. 

19/07/06 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East have now repainted MPDs 545 
and 546 in silver livery. Timetable leaflets have now been produced and these 
show new fare offers such as a £2.80 one day Go&Save for Sunderland and 
£1 flat fares on certain routes - clearly designed to take the wind out of 
Stagecoach's sails! 

16/07/06 



Dave reports that Arriva Northumbria now have DAF DB250 / Northern 
Counties 7450 (R207CKO) at Ashington off loan to Scotland West. This will 
allow another Scania to move south (to Peterlee or Durham). Indeed, Stuart 
Gray reports that Arriva Durham County reports that further Volvo Olympian 
/ East Lancs are expected at Bishop Auckland to replace Leyland Olympian / 
ECW 7211/4/23/4 (C102CHM, D187/203/146FYM) and Lynx 5019 
(H338TYG) following on from 5020 (H338UWT) which is now withdrawn also. 
Optare Vecta 1548 (L548GHN) remains out of use following engine failure in 
April and sister 1545 (L545GHN) is also away from Bishop Auckland 
currently. DAF DB250 / Northern Counties 7451 (R208CKO) has gone for 
single door conversion. 

Steven Hodgson tells me that a peice appeared in yesterday's Shields 
Gazette stating that Go North East have ordered 42 new buses. Reports 
suggest that these may be Mercedes Citaros, though the re-appearance of 
the Optare Tempo demonstrator could be seen as suggesting otherwise. 
Combined sightings from Steven, Raymond Embleton and Gary Mitchelhill 
show the livery tally as now being: White - 519/22, Silver - 544/7, Light Yellow 
- 548-54, Light Blue 555-63, Dark Yellow 8219/20, Orange 5201-4, plus som 
of the Volvo B10M / Plaxton coaches that have been used for driver training 
are being painted red. Some additional info has been placed on the Go North 
East website and shows what some of the above colour schemes will be used 
for. The red Volvo B10Ms are for "Red Arrows" service X2, the Orange 
Scanias for "Fab 56" service 56, the Light Yellow MPDs for "Black Cats" 
services 26/36, the Light Blue MPDs for "Magic Roundabout" services 33/42 
and the Silver MPDs for "Doxford Clipper" services 39/39A. Quite where the 
white MPDs and dark yellow SPDs will be used is anyones guess, though the 
only dark yellow route shown on the new route map is service M1 which 
replaces the 194. 

Tony Walshaw has provided another detailed update for Compass Royston, 
Stockton. The final double deck vehicles, Bristol VR / ECW MOU746R, 
PAG512/3/7V are to be withdrawn following the end of the school year. The 
two main drivers for this are the upgrading of many contracts to require 
seatbelts etc and an offer from Carl Ireland, Hull to take the three "PAGs" 
together with previously withdrawn Fleetline HSD85V and Atlantean 
AUP350W. It will be interesting to see where in the world these may end up! 
VR MOU746R is for sale at £1500. Transferred in from Procters are Volvo 
B10M / Plaxton P432JJU and Ford Transit NV53YVE. Mercedes L608D / 
Reeve Burgess C401VVN and Leyland Leopard / Duple 322XTJ have both 
been sold for scrap. 

12/07/06 

Mark Gibbon reports that Arriva Teesside Optare Metrorider 878 (N878RTN), 
once re-tested, will shortly emerge as crew ferry 9962. Sister 882 (N882RTN) 
will follow as 9963. 



 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East Scania L94UB / Wright 5202 
(NK54NUV) is also now in orange, but with white and yellow swirls and 
stripes. Indeed, the rear half could be mistaken for the outgoing livery of 
Cardiff bus! A more conventional repaint is MPD 568 (NK53TLY), though it 
appears to be wearing a deeper shade of red than previous repaints. Optare 
Tempo demonstrator 9177 (YJ55BLX) is again on loan. 

10/07/06 

 

Steven Hodgson has kindly provided the above photo depicting Go North 
East Scania L94UB / Wright 5201 in orange. Additionally, Paul Francis notes 
that MPD 522 is in white. 

Peter Greensmith tells me that Emmanuel Travel, Middlesbrough now have 
Leyland Tiger / Duple A185MKE ex Travelsure, Seahouses. 

07/07/06 



 

John Atkin has forwarded the above views, by kind permission of Ewan Gray, 
of Arriva North East Leyland Olympian / Alexander 7273 (L273FVN) and 
DAF DB250 / Northern Counties 7450 (R207CKO) with Arriva Scotland West. 
They are working special shuttles for T in the Park for the next 7 days, so are 
presumed only on loan. 

Mark Brason and Gary Mitchelhill tell me that Arriva Northumbria have 
(presumably temporarily) swapped Blyth VDL SB200 / Wright 1803 
(NK53HHZ) and Jesmond Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4515 (V515DFT). 

Gary Mitchelhill also informs me that Go North East have repainted Winlaton-
based Super Pointer Dart 8219 (V219ERG) in dark yellow - another livery 
variation! 

Chris Redpath has kindly informed me of the latest movements at 
stagecoach North East. Other than vehicles coming on and off service for 
repairs etc, the only move of any consequnece is the transfer of Dennis Dart / 
Alexander 32762 (L762ARG) from Sunderland to Hartlepool - presumably 
reflecting the start of service 5 Middlegate - Hart Station, though it is also 
understood that reserve fleet Leyland Olympian / Alexander 14655 (C655LFT) 
has returned to Sunderland from Hartlepool. The VOSA search facility shows 
that Stagecoach are to operate this year's Badgerbus 401 on Teesside. 

 

Garry Luck brings a further interesting installment from Weardale! From 
Stagecoach United Counties comes Leyland Olympian / Alexander G340EVV, 
which is to be joined by a pair of F-reg examples. Leyland Atlantean / 
Alexander AVK176V and very-rare Leyland Olympian / Marshall TJT18X are 
to be withdrawn at then end of the school year. 

02/07/06 



>  

A quick look round (with written authorisation, I should add!) Arriva Durham 
County's Peterlee depot this morning proved interesting for myself and Peter 
Nardone. Scania N113 / Northern Counties 7254 (M179LYP) has now been 
joined by sister 7255 (M180LYP). It would appear that these are to displace 
Leyland Olympian / Alexander 7273/4 (L273/4FVN) elsewhere, as 7274 at 
least has had it's blinds removed. Peterlee is also now home to a large 
number of stored/cannibalised vehicles. Noted today were Optare Vectas 
1502/20/39 (J620UHN, L520/39FHN), Optare Deltas 4006 (J866UPY), Optare 
Metroriders 2610/1/22/8/726/7/9 (P610/1/22/8FHN, M440/1/3HPF) and 
Leyland Olympian / ECW 7225/6 (D231/40FYM).  

 

Dave has emailed to confirm that Arriva Northumbria DAF DB250 / Northern 
Counties 7452 (R209CKO) is now under preparation for service at Ashington. 

 

Steven Hodgson tells me that Classic, Annfield Plain have a second Optare 
Solo - Y291PDN. 

01/07/06 



Thanks to the numerous people who have reported that Arriva Durham 
County DAF DB250 / Northern Counties R204CKO has now been 
renumbered 7447 ex 7448. Additionally, Scania N113 / Northern Counties 
7254 (M179LYP), which had been at Durham, is currently working for 
Peterlee. 

Following the end of Arriva Teesside service 567 Billingham - Sedgefield, 
MPD 1743 (V743ECU) has been transferred to Redcar (Tees & District) - 
cheers to Wayne and Bryn. 

 

Paul Francis has supplied the above photo of Go North East Volvo B10BLE / 
Alexander 4993 (S590KJF) with branding for new service X11 Peterlee - 
Heworth. Loadings are, as yet, poor - see above! 

A couple of vehicles with Classic, Annfield Plain that I had not previously 
noted are Optare Solo Y296PDN and Mini Pointer Dart YT51EAK. 

In a similar vein, vehicles not previously noted with Redby, Sunderland are 
Alexander Dennis Dart NK55KRU and mini Pointer Dart NK55RUV. 


