
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News July 2007  

 
  

 

29/07/07 

 

A number of operators provided vehicles for the Park & Ride and special 
services for this year's Sunderland Airshow this weekend. Arriva Durham 
County / Arriva Northumbria used a selection of Metrobuses and 
Olympians, Stagecoach North East used a good range of Olympians, with a 
few other vehicles, Go North East used some of their freshly repainted yellow 
Volvo Olympians (see above photos by Steven Hodgson and Keith Shum - 
thank you) and fleet liveried examples, Northumbria Coaches had some 
MPDs out and Redby had a number of their double deckers and Optare 
Excels in use. Thanks to Steven Hodgson and others for the above 
information. 

 

Elliot Waters notes that Arriva Teesside have their third Optare Metrorider in 
the special livery variation for service 7. The latest one is 888 (N192RVK), 
joining 884/902 (N884RTN, P902DRG). 

 



Scott Cooper has provided the above photo of Stagecoach on Teesside 
Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 21156 (R256KRG) sporting it's new LED 
destination display. 

 

A number of allocation changes have taken place at Go North East this 
weekend. John Cook reports that Winlation now have Scanias 4989-92, of 
which 4991/2 are branded for the Derwent Ranger (47). Baz reports that 
Percy Main have gained Volvo Olympians 3812/3 from Stanley and Dennis 
Trident / East Lancs 3869-73 from Winlaton, displacing Optare Spectras 
3843/7 (beleived to Chester-le-Street), and SPDs 8162-5 to Gateshead. Baz 
also reports the arrival at Percy Main of MPD 505, with fleet-liveried Solos due 
to move elsewhere. 

25/07/07 

 

Steven Hodgson passes on some news from one of his correspondents 
(thanks to both of you) that Arriva Northumbria have received Optare Solo 
demonstrator YJ07EGC on loan at Jesmond. Neil Wise advises that this is 
expected to do three weeks at Jesmond followed by just one week at 
Darlington. The arrival of the Solo means that Jesmond can live without 
Metrorider 595 (N595LFV), so it has gone on loan to Darlington. Thanks to 
Neil Wise for the photo of it deputising for the Durham County Council Solo on 
the 70. 

Andrew Chadwick confirms that Arriva Durham County Leyland Olympian / 
ECW 7211 (C102CHM) is now in use at Peterlee. This should be there for th 
summer owing to the increased PVR caused by Moorsbus. 

 



Paul Mosley and Steven Hodgson both note that Go North East have started 
to brand their pink vehicles on the 21 as "The Angel", considerably enhancing 
their appearance. 

Tony Walshaw confirms that the new coach with Compass Royston, 
Stockton NX07BOU is an Ayatts Bravo and will indeed be the Middlesbrough 
FC team coach. He also reports the arrival from Procters of Optare Solo 
W87NDW and Volvo B10M / Van Hool JIL6176. 

23/07/07 

Arriva Tees & District's Redcar depot are now thinning out their hired-in 
buses. Optare Metrorider 595 (N595LFV) has gone to Jesmond (replacing the 
Enviro 200 demonstrator as the extra M55 vehicle), while Wayne Picknett 
reports that the two hired DAFs, P127RWR and T793TWX, are expected to 
be returned at the end of the week. Some significant vehicle movements are 
expected to take place on the second weekend in August - more on this soon! 

Arriva Durham County are swapping Durham's Scania Omnicity 4656 
(NK05GXL) with Darlington's Lowlander 7444 (Y694EBR) for the summer for 
Moorsbus and the X61 respectively. Darlington are transferring a 713/23 
working to Durham (with DAF 4052) and their 213 working to Peterlee (with 
Dart SLF 1613) on a temporary basis. 

Stagecoach on Teesside now have Volvo B10B / Plaxton 21037 (L37HHN) 
in use as a driver trainer, replacing Lynx 29122 (F122HVK) which is now 
stored. The stored minibuses have now been removed, leaving just 
Olympians 14192/636 (H192WFR, C636LFT), Lynx II 29630 (K630YVN) and 
the unused ex GTL Dart. 

Thanks to those people (you know who you are!) who confirmed that the Go 
North East Dart with Northumbria Coaches is SLF / Marshall 590 (T421AGP). 

 

Graham Mottram reports that Compass Rosyton, Stockton have a rather 
swanky new coach in stock - see photo above. It is lettered as being for 
Corporate Travel, though I would suspect that it may also double as the 
Middlesbrough FC team coach - something that should become obvious in the 
new season. Ian Wilson advises that one of the ex Proctors Solos in stock for 
work in Darlington is MMW52PYX. Neil Wise has kindly supplied a photo of 
the recent new Solo. 

18/07/07 



"Slimlinesolo" reports that Go North East's Northumbria Coaches operation 
are curringly using a Dart in allover white on the 332 and that the Northumbria 
fleet was today being fitted up with Go North East ticketing equipment ready 
for the "Buzzfare" ticketing scheme that replaces Go & Save from Monday. 

For anyone who was planning to go, it should be noted that this year's 
Sandtoft Gathering has been cancelled due to the soggy ground conditions 
(cruelly cheating 500 group members of their homeward-bound fish and chip 
opportunity at Thirsk!). The 500 Group are, however, hiring a 70-seat Neoplan 
Skyliner from Generation Travel for their annual pilgrimage to Showbus at 
Duxford on September 16th this year. Anyone interested in attending should 
contact the Chairman, David Hunter. The cost will be £30 for the coach and 
admission to this excellent event. The coach leaves Stockton at 6am. 

15/07/07 

 

Dave has advised that Arriva Northumbria now have Volvo B6 / Plaxton 
L225TKA (ex 4539) in its new driver training garb as 1005 at Ashington. I took 
the above photo on Saturday. 

 

Danny Howard kindly supplies an update of goings on at Stagecoach North 
East. Dennis Dart / Alexander 32711/579 (K711PCN, K579NHC) are 
confirmed as under cannibalisation at Darlington, while following the loss of 
service 18 to Compass Royston, Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32173 (K582MGT) is 
now parked up. He confirms that Scania N113 / Alexander 28901/5 
(F901/5JRG) both remain in service at Slatyford (both officially now 
withdrawn). Volvo B10B / Plaxton trainer 21035 (L35HHN) is now at Stockton, 
while the disappearance of Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 14675 
(H675BNL) from Stockton is explained by the fact that it is receiving majory 
surgery following engine trouble. 

Hunters, Tantobie have further updated their fleet with Mercedes Vario / 
Plaxton R946AMB. 



Peter Tuck has kindly supplied an update on goings-on at Weardale, 
Stanhope. New is Mercedes Vario / Plaxton Cheetah YN07VRG, while an 
Olympian (beleived to be one of the two ex Go North East ones) has been re-
registered RIB6199. 

Former Leven Valley, South Bank Mercedes / LCB M479YSG has been 
sighted working in LV livery with Tommy's, Cleadon. 

13/07/07 

 

Arriva Tees & District have regained Optare Prisma 3016 (N516XVN) at 
Redcar. The Arriva DAFs and Blackpool Metroriders remain on loan. 

 

Arriva Durham County'sDurham depot have, in an interesting move, placed 
their recently arrived Optare Metroriders on soon to be withdrawn service X21 
Durham - Newcastle, rather than on service 62 as had been anticipated. 
Presumably, more movements will occur when the X21 ends in mid August. 
Thanks to Steven Hodgson for the photo. 

 

Go North East today officially launched their new Mercedes Citaros. 5281 
(NK07KPR) was used to for press purposes (see above my photo with various 
media types boarding). Also noted on the road (in addition to some previously 
listed here) were 5277/8/80 (NK07KPL/N/P). It would seem that all of the pink 
Scania Omnicities are now at Chester-le-Street (5263/6/7/9 have certainly 
transferred), displacing East Lancs bodied Tridents (including 3876/8) to 
Gateshead and allowing more of the Plaxton bodied examples to head to 



Oxford. One that isn't off to Oxford is 3888, which is freshly repainted pink like 
3887. 

Added to stock at Kingsleys, Birtley is Leyland Tiger / Plaxton C162LBW. 
This features a manual gearbox. 

A significant vehicle in stock at Nightingale, Stanley is DAF MB230 / Duple 
E907MDC, new, of course, to OK Travel. All the more pleasing is that it 
retains OK moquette! 

08/07/07 

 

A number of people have reported that Arriva Northumbria MPD 1702 
(T702RCN) has been given a green-based overall advert for "Go Wansbeck" 
(as per Steven Hodgson's photo above), which is a regeneration of the 
Wansbeck area, rather than a new name for Northumbria Coaches under Go 
North East ownership...... Also note that somebody forgot to re-livery the 
doors! 

Bryn Mcgloin reports that Arriva Durham County's Durham depot have been 
using Optare Prisma 3016 (N516XVN) on the X1. This may be a prelude to 
some rumoured vehicle movements in the coming months. Danny Howard 
confirms that Peterlee continue to use DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4108 (L532EHD) 
on occasion, though Neil Wise anticipates that this is to move to Darlington to 
see-off sister 4086 (J413NCP). 

 

The new Alexander Dennis Enviros continue to enter service at Stagecoach 
North East. Sightings from Colin Oakley and Neil Watson confirm 19153/8/9 
(NK07HAA/BA/BH) in use, so presumably 19154-7 (NK07HAE/O/U/X) are 
too. The movement of older examples to Preston continues apace too, with 
Gez reporting that just 19039/44/5 (SN56AWJ/U/W) have yet to make the 
move. 19042 (SN56AWP) was noted at today's rally in Leyland. Danny 
Howard reports that a second Volvo B10M / Plaxton is under conversion to a 
driver trainer, as is Volvo B10B / Plaxton 21035 (L35HHN). It is not clear what 



has replaced the latter at Stockton or, indeed, Leyland Olympian 14675 
(H675BNL) which has not been seen in the yard or in service for some time. 

James Stoker reports that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have sold Leyland 
Olympian / ECW JTY386X to a film company. Added to stock are Volvo B10M 
/ Plaxton H410DPS, Volvo B10M / Jonkherre M869NRH and as yet 
unidentified PIL2861. 

03/07/07 

 

Daryl Mitchelhill and Steven Hodgson have noted the entry into service of Go 
North East Mercedes Citaros 5282/3 (NK07KPT/U). The Go North East 
website shows that the full batch in the process of entering service. 

The Stanley Taxis website records the acquisition from Go North East of 
Dennis Lance / Plaxton L141YTY. 

 

Daryl Mitchelhill notes that Low Fell, Gateshead still operate the Tesco 
(Kingston Park) free bus contract and have repainted MPD S465LGN in a 
suitable style. 

01/07/07 

 

Arriva Tees & District have received their three Optare Metroriders on loan 
from Blackpool. The two that could be identified yesterday were N585GRN in 
a pink version of Blackpool livery and N595LFV in a green version with 
branding for service 2 Poulton - South Pier. 595 entered service today on the 



64/64A, it's bright livery and unfamilliar route branding causing much 
amusement! Alex Kennedy advises that the third is pink 584 (M924TYG). 
Wayne Picknett advises that Optare Prisma 3016 (N516XVN) was visiting 
Durham for testing. 

 

Arriva Teesside Optare Metrorider 902 (P902DRG) has returned from the 
paintshop at Jesmond in a revised version of Arriva livery, with more turquoise 
(as per the slightly poor enlarged section of a photo above, which was 
grabbed from within the bus station building with the camera at knee height 
just as my bus was pulling on the stand!). This is to facilitate some 
forthcoming route branding for service 7 and several others are to be so 
painted. 

 

Danny Howard has supplied the above photos. illustrating Stagecoach North 
East's recently-acquired driver training Volvo B10M / Plaxton. The sticker in 
the cab shows it to be 52136, which is K566GSA. The second photo 
illustrates freshly repainted driver training Volvo B10B / Plaxton 21032 
(L32HHN), while the third, of sister 21037 (L37HHN), clearly shows the 
unusual modifications, whereby one half of the door has been fastened shut 
and a platform installed with supplementay brake pedal for the instructor and 
a footrest. 


