
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News July 2009 

 
  

 

27/07/09 

 

Newly delivered to Arriva North East  are Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 
NK09FMZ/NA/C/D, part of a batch of lowheight examples, the majority of 
which are for Bishop Auckland. Note that these differ from previous examples 
by having their radiators relocated to the offside (see revised grilles). Thanks 
to Steven Hodgson, Lee Wardle and Gazza for this news. 7362 (R636MNU) 
can now be illustrated and 7364 is confirmed at Peterlee. Scania N113 / 
Northern Counties 7251 (L160GYL) is currently working for Ashington ex 
Peterlee. 

 

Go North East  today placed "Drifter" Optare Versas 8202-9 (NK09FVC-
H/J/L) into service at Deptford. Steven Hodgson and Gazza have noted Volvo 



B7TL / East Lancs 3966 (PN02XCF) in service on temporary service A1, 
which will run during roadworks on the A1. Chris Redpath reports that sister 
3983 (PJ02PZL) has arrived in the region. He, Lee Wardle and Gary 
Mitchelhill report SPD 8175 (S375ONL) as having moved to Percy Main, 
displacing Dennis Lance SLF / Wright 4769 (L469YVK). Lee also reports that 
Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3828/9/912/4 are plain yellow. The arrival 
of the Versas would seem to habe seen off the remaining Dennis Dart SLF / 
Marshalls. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports on arrivals at Classic, Annifield Plain.  In stock are 
Temsa Safari YJ07JWN, YJ58FJF, VDL SB4000 / Van Hool YJ07JEO and 
Volvo B12B / Plaxton KX07HDG. 

21/07/09 

 

Arriva North East  have recieved another Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties from Arriva Midlands. 7362 (R636MNU) is parked up at Ashington 
and is expected to displace sister 7364 (S648KJU) to Peterlee. 

 

Fifteen MAN / Alexander Enviro 300 are now in the course of delivery to 
Stagecoach North East  at Stockton. The full batch, as kindly reported by 
Stuart Martin, will be 24101-15 (NK09FLL/M/N/P/R/V/W/X/Z/MA/C-G) and 
Andrew Rasmussen notes that 24101-3/5 have so far been delivered. Stuart 
also reports that a batch of 14 Alexander Dennis Enviro 200s (not MAN 
based, this time) are expected for the region later in the year. Gary Sinclair 
reports Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32746 (L746VNL) to be under cannibalisation a 
South Shields. 



 

Steven Hodgson illustrates the fact that Go North East  Optare Versas 8294-
301 are now in service on the Saltwell Park 53/54 routes. These vehicles do 
look rather fine in this livery and, being Cummins powered, should tackle the 
hills with gusto. Volvo B7TL / East Lancs 3966 (PN02XCF) is now refubished 
and repainted in full Angel livery for service at Chester-le-Street, as illustrated 
by Ray Parnaby. Note that it retains dual door layout. 

 

Paul Thompson reports that his Leven Valley  fleet is now home to a second 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 200. This one is 16 "St Columba" (T16GAJ). 

 

Fifteen Dan Annis notes that Low Fell Travel  have added Optare Solo 
V233LWU to stock for the recently won M25 Sainsbury's service. 

12/07/09 

Eight Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s are due soon for Arriva North East  at 
Bishop Auckland. These are to be of low height build. Lee Wardle provides a 
registration for one of them as being NK09FNC. Later in the year, around 15 
Wright bodied VDL DB300s will arrive for Blyth. Danny Howard has noted 
withdrawn Scania N113 / East Lancs 7387 (N387OTY) as now being with 
Wigleys for scrap, while Joey Makepeace has observed Optare Delta 4022 
(L422FHN) under conversion to a health promotion-type vehicle for 
Sunderland Football Club, with Gardiners of Spennymoor. 



 

Gez kindly provides registrations for Go North East's  Optare Versas. They 
are NK09FUP/T-W/Y/VA-F, and should fill fleetnumbers 8294-305. Steven 
Hodgson and Daryl Mitchelhill have subsequently noted 8296 on crew 
familiarisation in Gateshead. Lee Wardle notes that Volvo B7TL / East Lancs 
PN02XCF is now pink and numbered 3966, while Steven Hodgson reports 
Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4848/910 (R848PRG, W491SCU) both with fresh 
white paintwork. Lee and Gazza note that Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 3828/9/911 (S828/9OFT, RLGH) are now yellow, while the previous 
repaints gain yellow bus vinyls.  

Danny Howard notes that Stagecoach North East  Dennis Darts 
32655/714/21/67 (P455EEF, K714PCN, L721VNL, M767DRG) are all now at 
Wigleys for scrap and that Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20269 
(M709KRH) has passed to Ensign direct from loan to Yorkshire.  

 

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe  have ex Arriva North West 
Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties H109GEV in stock. Steven Hodgson 
and Lee Wardle illustrate some of the other recent acquisitions here. More 
vehicles are expected this week. John Atkin also reports that recently 
acquired Volvo B10M / Van Hool GNF466Y is reregistered WTL642, the 
former holder of this plate becoming B2TVT. B3TVT has returned to 
H410DPS before being sold, with that plate going on to E745JAY.  



 

Lee Wardle notes that Phoenix, Blyth  have new Iveco Daily MX09KKC in 
stock, while Alex Kennedy notes unusual Mercedes Vario-based coach 
BU06CTK in use.  

 

Lee Wardle notes that Classic, Annfield Plain  have reregistered DAF 
SB4000 / Van Hool NL52XZY to OSU985.  

 

Steven Hodgson reports that The Eden, West Auckland  have placed ex 
Woods Mercedes 709 / Alexander GNZ8153 into normal use.  

 

Joey Makepeace and John Robsinson report that Scarlet Band, West 
Cornforth  are operating MPD KP51SXY in place of one of the Caetano Darts 
recently acquired.  

Paul Thompson of Leven Valley, South Bank  reports that long-serving 
Mercedes 709 / LCB 76 "Endevour" (P776BJU) has been Sold to J Motley & 
Son, Pately Bridge.  



 

Lee Wardle notes that Coopers Tourmaster, Bedlington  have acquired ex 
Kingsley (new to Cleveland Transit) Dennis Dominator / Northern Counties 
C221WAJ and Dennis Dart / Plaxton M75VJO.  

James Stoker reports that Coatham Coaches, Redcar  have Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton N861DSP in stock.  

 

JAson Nelles and Andrew Rasmussen note that Skelton Coaches, 
Charltons  have acquired ex Stagecoach Oxford Volvo B10M / Plaxton 
R627ESO and R38AKV. Leyland Tiger / Plaxton YIL2179 is donning fleet 
livery. 

 

Lee Wardle notes that Style Travel, Peterlee  have EOS LAG Panoramic 
K1EOS in stock.  

 

Lee Wardle notes that Burnside  have new Mercedes Sprinter / Unvi 
YN09HEV in stock.  



And finally....... Daniel Stazicker has asked that I note the upcoming event 
next Sunday in Leeds - most of the major north east bus enthusiast groups 
are attending and at least one north east vehicle is explected to participate on 
the free services.  


