
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News June 2008 

 
  

 

26/06/08 

 

Alex Kennedy and Steven Hodgson illustrate the current experimental swap of 
Arriva North East Durham based Optare Prisma 3008 (N808XHN) and DAF 
SB220GS / Ikarus 4075 (T75AUA). Stuart Gray reports that Optare Metrorider 
2640 (P640FHN) is now working for Bishop Auckland, allowing sister 910 
(R910JNL) to go into storage at Hexham. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Go North East currently have Optare Versa 
demonstrator 9167 (YJ57EHU) on loan at Gateshead. Gazza reports that 
Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3937 (R396LGH) has been repainted 
yellow, while BS has noted Optare Spectra 3843 (K311FYG) still on the road 
for now. 

Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe Volvo Citybus / East Lancs H675GPF has 
unfortunately been de-roofed. 

 



Joe Curry reports that Nightingale, Stanley have acquired 3+2 seated 
Dennis Javelin / Caetano N693GBW, trading J200EOS in in the process. 

 

Joe Curry also reports that Snowdon's, Easington acquired Volvo B12B / 
Plaxton KX07HDL about three months ago. 

 

James Carling notes that Veolia North East, Easington Lane MAN 14.220 / 
East Lancs ML53BLU is again (still?) operating in the region. 

 

DA reports that A-Line, Pelaw have reregistered Dennis Lance / Plaxton 
L210YAG to KUI6575, with the Lynx reverting to F725LRG. 

 

Steven Hodgson illustrates Compass Community Transport's Optare Solo 
YJ08PKU. 

25/06/08 - Most of this news delayed from 20/06/08 



 

Daniel Stazicker has tracked down former Arriva North East Optare 
Metrorider 2707 (R707MHN) awaiting the scrap man with Coakley, 
Motherwell. It should be noted that most of the timetables for the heavily 
revised Darlington network that will commence on 20/06/08 are now on the 
Arriva website. 

 

Go North East have begun to add various promotional slogans to the rear of 
its vehicles, as photographed by Steven Hodgson and Gazza. SlimlineSolo 
reports that Ashington have Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3901 
(R550LGH) on loan while the brandings on the bargain bus Olympians are 
changed, reflecting revised fares (as photographed by Steven Hodgson and 
Gazza) and that Leyland Lynx II 4999 (K101JMV) has suffered accident 
damage and may not return. Gazza reports that Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 3907 (R275LGH) is now yellow. 

 



Thanks to everyone who has confirmed that Stagecoach North East Volvo 
B10BLE / Alexander 21149 (R249KRG) is indeed now operating for South 
Shields. More Hartlepool Volvo B10Ms finding new homes, as reported by 
Steven Hodgson and Danny Howard, are Northern Counties bodied 20270/96 
(M710KRH, M406SPY) and Plaxton bodied 20256 (R556RPY) now at 
Slatyford, with 20264/99 (R554RPY, M409SPY) to expected to follow, and 
20300 (M410SPY) now joining 20271 (M711KRH) at Stockton. Gazza reports 
that Alexander bodied Volvo B10M 20722 (K722DAO) is now at Walkergate 
and Danny Howard notes that sister 20726 (K726DAO) has moved from there 
to Sunderland. Danny also notes that Dennis Dart / Alexander 32762 
(L762ARG) has come off at Hartlepool, while sister 32622 (P622PGP) has 
returned to Sunderland from South Shields. Plaxton bodied 32133/4/701/68 
(K133/4SRH, J701KCU, M768DRG) are now all out of use at Slatyford, some 
now being cannibalised. Finally, Danny also notes the presence of Volvo 
B10B / Plaxton 21040 (M40PVN) at the Wheatsheaf, believed for driver 
trainer conversion. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that ERB Services, Newcastle have acquired Volvo 
B10M / Caetano B10AFM and are operating it with the identity of AFM Travel. 

Brian Robertson reports that Compass, Sunderland (Community 
Transport) have new Optare Solo YJ08PKU on a special ASDA service. 

David Little adds yet more information on those Garnetts, Tindale Crescent 
ex Ulsterbus Volvo B10M / Plaxtons. There are four (EAZ2578/9/85/95) and 
they have been in stock since November 2006. 

17/06/08 

 

Steven Hodgson reports the delivery of further Optare Solos to Arriva North 
East. 2818/9 (YK08ETT/U) were noted leaving Jesmond today for Darlington. 



 

Grant Potter has noted that Go North East's "Drifter" Dennis Darts have had 
their rear ends repainted with branding removed. Maybe this is to make way 
for advertising as per the white spare for the route? Gazza reports that Dennis 
Trident / East Lancs 3801 (V801EBR) is now at Deptford and that Volvo 
Olympian / Northern Counties 3835 (R394LGH) is now yellow. It is expected 
that Optare Spectra 3843 (K311FYG) will be withdrawn this week, following its 
appearance at the Durham Fathers Day rally. 

A number of Volvo B10Ms have moved around at Stagecoach North East , 
from Danny Howard's, Ian Gordon's and my own sightings. Volvo B10M / 
Alexander 20122/550 (P122XCN, P550ESA) are now at Stockton, while 
Northern Counties bodied 20296 (M406SPY) and Plaxton bodied 20258/64/5 
(R558/4/755RPY) have left Hartlepool, destination unknown. Alexander 
bodied 20714 (K714DAO) is now working for Sunderland ex South Shields. 
Ian has also noted Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 21149 (R249KRG) at the 
Wheatsheaf, possibly en route from Stockton to South Shields. 

 

A very interesting vehicle that has been in stock with Tees Valley, 
Eaglescliffe for a few weeks is Leyland Olympian / ECW B252PHN. This was 
new to United and most recently operated for P&O Lloyd, Bagilit. Courtesy of 
John Atkin, it made an appearance at the excellent Fathers Day rally in 
Durham, to the great pleasure of many. 

 

Steven Hodgson forwards the above image (by kind permission of David 
Little) showing new Mercedes Vario / Plaxton YN08NKR for Garnetts, 
Tindale Crescent. John Robinson reports that the two B10Ms noted on 



Saturday have been in stock sicne aroun December and are augmented by 
sister EAZ2585. 

KS notes that Nightingale, Stanley still have W909RET in use, following the 
previous sighting of it parked up at Classic's depot. 

Gez reports that the pink Optare Solo with Hodgsons, Barnard Castle was 
previously with Courtney Coaches on the Basingstoke Park and Ride. 

John Robinson notes that Compass Royston, Stockton have transferred the 
plate LIW4291 on to a Volvo B10M / Plaxton Premiere, having previously 
been on Volvo B10M / Duple FHS748X, suggesting the latter is now 
withdrawn. 

14/06/08 

 

The majority of the new MAN A66 / Alexander Enviro 200's are now in service 
with Stagecoach in Hartlepool, with 39657/9-63/5-8/70/1 being noted in 
service today and 39658/64/72/4 visible in the depot compound, leaving only 
39669/73/5 unaccounted for (at least one of these is beleived to be at 
Plaxtons for rectification). On a geographically related theme, Seaton Carew's 
art-deco bus station is currently being heavily rebuilt/repaired - I look forward 
to seeing this restored to a more glorious condition. 

 

A new acquisition by Hodgsons, Barnard Castle is Optare Solo YE52KPR, 
which wears an unusual metalic pink livery. This would also seem to suggest 
that the two MPDs may have been returned off lease. 

In stock with J&C, Newton Aycliffe is ex Compass Royston Volvo B10M / 
Caetano C702KDS. 

In stock with Dubmire, Hetton-le-Hole is ex Ausden Clark Scania K113T / 
Van Hool XJI3831. 



A couple of vehicles not previously seem with Garnetts, Tindale Crescent 
are ex Ulsterbus Volvo B10M / Plaxton EAZ2578/9. 

12/06/08 

The influx of Solos to Arriva North East at Darlington has allowed further 
Metroriders to move, with 2631 (P631FHN) going to Bishop Auckland, 2643 
(P643FHN) going to Durham and 922 (R922JNL) returning to where it started 
at Hexham, as reported by Stu Gray and Neil Wise. Other Metroriders have 
been parked up at Feethams, though these seem to be swapped over with in-
service examples on a regular basis at the moment. Roy Yallop notes that 
Optare Delta 4018 (K418BHN) is another parked up at Gardiners since sale, 
joining long term resident Lynx G512EAJ. 

 

Go North East currently have East Yorkshire Volvo B9TL / Wright YX08FYG 
on demonstration at Chester-le-Street as 9168, looking rather fine in EYMS 
livery. Thanks to the many people who have sent photos of this - a selection 
appears above. Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3820/931 (S820OFT, 
R289LGH) are both now yellow (thanks to Steven Wilkie and Lee Wardle for 
reporting this). Lee also notes that Trident 3801 (V801EBR) would seem to 
have moved on from Percy Main. Roy Yallop notes that Optare Spectra 3843 
(K311FYG) remians in use, but 3847 (K315FYG) is now withdrawn. 

 

As further MAN A66s enter service with Stagecoach North East at 
Hartlepool, some Volvo B10M movements have been set in motion. Through 
a combination of my own sightings and reports from Danny Howard, Ian 
Wilson and Steven Hodgson, Alexander bodied 20696/843 (P316EFL, 
P843GND) have moved to Stockton, sister 20120 (P120XCN) and Northern 



Counties bodied 20270/99 (M710KRH, M409SPY) are parked up out of use, 
20298 (M408SPY) is under preparation at the Wheatsheaf and 20292 
(M402SPY) is in use in Newcastle. Danny also reports that Leyland Olympian 
14672 (H672BNL) from Sunderland may take the place of sister 14668 
(H668BNL) at Hartelpool. Martin Brigham has been eagle-eyed and noticed 
that many recent transfers in to Stockton now carry Stagecoach IN Teesside 
fleetnames rather than ON Teesside. 

 

Stu Gray reports that The Eden, West Auckland have acquired Renault 
Master / RoHill R4 (GK02WDJ), which performs a school contract and also 
works as back-up to the Solo. Optare Metrorider M4 (DHZ3247) and LDV 
Convoy S3 (R468ENT) have been sold, as has Optare StarRider M10 
(H391SYG), which is now with Astley, Ashington, as noted by Lee Wardle and 
Steven Hodgson. 

 

Daniel Stazicker reports that former Stagecoach Busways Scania L113 / 
Alexander 954 (M954DRG) is now with Harrogate Coach Travel, wearing a 
rather fetching green version of Stagecoach swoops! His photo also provides 
a reminder that Chris Bulmer is again operating vintage bus service 127 
between Ripon and Hawes/Garsdale this year. 

 

Gazza notes that NMC, Ashington, folowing their acquisition of Gardiners 
coaching work, have repainted Iveco Eurorider / Beaulas OO03GAR into a 
new Gardiners version of the NMC livery. 



 

Lee Wardle reports that Stanley Taxis, Oxhill have repainted ex Garnetts 
Leyland Tiger / Plaxton C34CWT white and re-registered it B10STX. 

 

A new vehicle for Weardale, Stanhope which I don't think has been 
mentioned previously, is Mercedes Vario / Plaxton YN08DME as 
photographed by Lee Wardle. Roy Yallop notes that Optare Metrorider 
K430HWY is parked up at Gardiners, Spennymoor. 

 

Lee Wardle and Steven Hodgson update me on the Leyland Lynx Stock at 
Premier, Blyth. The three ex K&J, York examples are OKZ4787, 8521/49. In 
stock for spares is ex TWM G155EOG. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Martini Coaches have added Volvo B10M / Caetano 
P774BJF to stock. 



 

Steven Hodgson notes that Altona, Felling have recent BMC Probus 
BX07ONU in stock. 

06/06/08 

 

Further new Optare Solos for Arriva North East at Darlington are 2814/5 
(YK08ETJ/L), both seen in service today alongside 2803-13. 

 

Further new Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 bodied MAN A66s noted on the 
road at Stagecoach North East's Hartlepool depot are 39659/61/3/4 
(NJ08CSF/U/X/Y). Ian Gordon reports that Dennis Dart / Alexander 32622 
(P622PGP) is now in use at South Shields. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that Go North East Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4849 
(R849PRG) has had a fresh coat of white, Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3868 
(W178SCU) has been internally refurbished and Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 3811 (S811FVK) has been repainted yellow. 



 

James Stoker reports that Griersons, Fishburn have acquired Bristol VRT / 
ECW RUA445W ex Burns of Tarves. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Lee's, Durham have bought new Bova Futura 
YJ08NSZ. 

KS reports that Nightingale, Stanley Mercedes W909RET is repainted white 
and parked up at Classic, Annfield Plain. 

Andrew Rasmussen has been scouring ebay and has found ex Busways 
Leyland Olympian C615LFT, Tommies Travel, South Shields Mercedes 811 / 
Dormobile K106RNS and Tri-Star, Pegswood Mercedes 709 / Alexander 
M337LHP. 

02/06/08 

 

David Gambles has kindly provided photos from the official re-opening 
ceremony of the High Level Bridge on Friday. Two 1926 Morris Commercials 
crossed the bridge as part of the ceremony, while Stagecoach North East, 
Go North East and Arriva North East had an Enviro 200, a Mercedes Citaro 



and an Enviro 400 respectively in attendance. This was followed yesterday by 
special combined Go North East open day at Gateshead and special free 
service accross the bridge, aided by a number of locally preserved buses. 
David Gambles and Lee Wardle have kindly provided photos from this event. 
Various services reumed using the bridge today, albeit only southbound, the 
bridge now only having a single lane roadway with additional crash barriers. 

 

The first of Arriva North East's new Optare Solos entered service on Friday, 
with 2804 (YK08ERX) being used on the 25 Red Hall - Branksome and 2812 
(YK08ETE) on the 34 Darlington - Catterick. Further Solos entered service 
today, allowing Optare Metroriders 2617/9/30 (P617/9/30FHN) to move on. 
Alex Kennedy, Martin Brigham and Bryn McGloin report that 2617 is in use at 
Loftus, 2619 is at Redcar and 2630 visited both today! 

 

Stagecoach North East MAN A66 / Alexander Enviro 200 39657 (NK08CRX) 
was yesterday used as a control vehicle at the Tyne Tees Run, while the 
majority remain parked up at the Wheatsheaf unused (Thanks to Mark 
McCann for some of the above photos). A handful are at Hartlepool depot, 
though one of these, 39660 (NJ08CSO), did actually get used for some 
service today, as noted by Danny Howard. 

 



Delivery of new "Laser" Mercedes Citaros to Go North East continues, with 
BS noting 5309 (NK08CHY). LW reports that up to ten Scania L94UBs are 
appaently to be refurbished etc for a relaunch of services 51/52 
Newcastle/Gateshead - Leam Lane in October. He and Gazza report that 
SPDs 8211/2 (V211/2ERG) are at Gateshead ex Winlaton in exchange for 
Volvo B7RLE / Wright 4978/9 (NK54NUH/J). MPDs 618/9 (NK55RUV/W) are 
both now in Venture livery and at Stanley and may be joined by the better ex 
Stanely Taxis Solos. Leyland Tiger / East Lancs 4994 (C141SPB) is now 
reported withdrawn and parked up at Thorntons, Ashington. Daniel Stazicker 
has tracked down former GNE Metrobus 3512 (BYX141V) with Barnett, Hull, 
along with rather less healthy looking (!) 3504 (UTN504Y). Further fleet 
movements are listed on the Go North East website. 

John Robinson suspects that the JSB, Coundon Optare Solo re-registered 
J600JSB was previously MX56NME. Various people report that JSB are in the 
process of acquiring a pair of ex Go North East Optare Solos. 

John Robinson also reportas that the Redby, Sunderland Bova J8OVA is ex 
MSG Travel, Middleton Saint George. 

David Turner reports that Optare Metrorider M865KCU remains for sale with 
Perrymans, Berwick. 


