
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News March 2007  

 
  

 

30/03/07 

 

Mark Gibbon reports the arrival of Arriva Teesside's five much-delayed new 
Scania Omnicities at Stockton! They are 4660-4 (NK07FZC-G), with 4660-2/4 
having rather funky leather seats for the X6 and 4663 having more normal 
moquette seating - this will presumably be the spare bus for the X6, which is 
also likely to see regular use on the X1 alongside 4659. All being well, these 
should hopefully enter service tomorrow. 

Stagecoach North East start operation of the Newcastle-Gateshead City 
Sightseeing tour as a franchise from tomorrow. To celebrate services will 
operate for free on Saturday 31st March and Sunday 1st April - surely a good 
oportunity to travel on some fine vehicles! Full details are on the Stagecoach 
website, along with a photo of MD John Conroy in front of Olympian 14669. 

29/03/07 

Tony Walshaw has kindly provided an update on goings on at Compass 
Royston, Stockton. Dennis Javelin / Duple (72 seaters) F481KFM and 
PIL9276 have been sold to Blueways Travel, Bournemouth, while Scania / 
Van Hool K5URE has been sold apparently to a midlands operator. Volvo 
B10M / Plaxton Excalibur YIL1232 (ex S1MFC), which had been stored, is 
now with Procters. Volvo B10M / Plaxton R512WDC, which had also been 
stored, has gone to Esk Valley Coaches. Ex-Commercial Coaches Mercedes 
814 minicoach P557 DPY is now overhauled and for sale at ITC. Volvo 
B10Ms USU345, DSU313 & Y2POB (on loan from Procters) are now classed 
as permanent Stockton-based vehicles, whereas T730UOS has returned to 
Procters. Y2POB is branded for Delta Holidays in the latest livery style. 
Procters DAF / Van Hool tri-axle PR05TER is operating as the MFC team 
coach for Compass. Sold for disposal are Leyland Atlantean / Alexander EJR 
107W (PVS Barnsley) & Dennis Dart / Wright K127 LGO (sold locally). 

28/03/07 



Dave reports that one of the five new Scania Omnicities that are being 
prepared at Jesmond for Arriva Teesside is 4664 (NK07GZF), suggesting 
that the batch will be 4660-4. 

 

Stuart Gray confirms that the other Arriva Durham County Dart collected 
from Pickerings was 1656 (R431COO). Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4540 (L231TKA) is 
expected to be the next to be withdrawn. 

Neil Wise has spotted what appears to be former United/Tees & District 
Leyland Tiger / Plaxton 1346 (C41CWT) on ebay. 

 

Danny Howard has sent the above photos of Stagecoach North East 
Leyland Olympians under upen top conversion at the Wheatsheaf. More can 
be seen on his excellent fotopic site. He also reports Volvo Olympian / 
Alexander 16831 (R831OVN) under repaint and retrim. 

 

Paul Thompson of Leven Valley has very kindly provided some photos of his 
latest new vehicle. Optare Solo 111 (T111PDC) "St Chad" arrived on 
22/03/07, entered service on 25/03/07 and, as can be seen, is of the shortest 
variant built. 



 

Neil Wise has also spotted another interesting local vehicle on ebay - former 
Darlington Transport Optare Metrorider L837MWT!. 

26/03/07 

Mark Gibbon reports that Arriva Teesside have Optare Metrorider 2612 
(P612FHN) on temporary loan following the failure of Vecta 1513 (K513BHN) 
and pending arrival of the new Scania Omnicities for the X6, which are now 
receiving the final preparations at Jesmond. 

 

Paul Francis reports that Arriva Durham County now have Dennis Dart SLF 
/ Plaxton 1652/4/5 (R427/9/30COO) at Peterlee. Neil Wise reports that sister 
1650 (R425COO) moved to Bishop Auckland from Darlington. However, 
Stuart Gray reports that this will imminently move down to Pickerings of 
Thurmaston for refurbishment, with 1651 (R426COO) and one other coming 
the other way. It is anticpated that 1651 will go to Bishop Auckland and that 
the other will go to Peterlee and displace Optare Delta 4098 (P130RWR) to 
Bishop Auckland. Bishop currently have DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4084 (J927CYL) 
on loan from Durham. 

Danny Howard confirms that Stagecoach North East Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 14669-71/3/4 (H669-71/3/4BNL) are under conversion to 
open top, with 14669 just about ready. 

 

Go North East started their new Cobalt Connection 309 service today - 
Steven Hodgson took some photos. I do wonder how many people will 
mistake these for Arriva buses, given the colourscheme and layout. Steven 



and Neil Watson report that SPDs 8201/4 (V201/4ERG) join 8202 with cross-
Tyne branding on their rather yucky (IMHO) lilac livery. 

 

Daniel Stazicker reports that Northumbria Coaches have sold Leyland 
Olympian / Northern Counties B115SJA to First Choice Travel. Take a look at 
Daniel's fine fotopic site - link for more superb photos. 

In a surprise move, Leven Valley, South Bank have added a sixth Optare 
Solo to stock. This is (euro 3) Mercedes-engined 111 (T111PDC) "St Chad" 
and is expected to be used on Moorsbus work this summer. 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted Stanley Taxis Optare Solo VU52UEE in use - it 
retains Metroconnect livery, with vinyls removed. 

23/03/07 

Neil Wise and Stuart Gray advise of some movements at Arriva Durham 
County. Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1650 (R425COO) has returned from loan 
to Scotland West and is currently parked up at Darlington. In its place has 
gone Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4537 (L235TKA), which had failed on its previous 
attempt to reach Scotland. Sister 4535 (L220TKA) has suprisingly returned to 
use at Bishop Auckland with a new engine. It is also reported that Olympians 
7211 (C102CHM) and 7425 (M689HPF) should take up their official 
allocations of Durham and Bishop Auckland, repectively in the next few 
weeks. 



 

Daryl Mitchelhill and Paul Mosley have been out and about photographing the 
latest brandings at Go North East, as has Steven Hodgson. In "Coaster" 
livery for the 1 (ex 301 from this Sunday) are noted Dennis Trident / East 
Lancs 3803/4/59/60/3 (V803/4EBR, W859/06/63PNL). Scania Omnicities 
5255/6 (NK56KJE/F) are both now in Cobalt Clipper livery for the 309 and 
SPD 8202 (V202ERG) now has Cross-Tyne branding. 

James Stoker reports that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have Leyland Olympian / 
ECW JWF146Y ex Stevensons of Easingwold. If I recall correctly, this is one 
of Yorkshire Traction's SHE6xxY examples re-registered. Dominator 
B909TVR is for sale on ebay. 

20/03/07 

 

Major news is the sale of Northumbria Coaches to Go North East, as 
announced this evening on their website. Northumbria are to retain their 
identity and continue to operate from their Ashington base. It will be 
interesting to see what happens as time progresses and how Go North East 
choose to use this strategic (and spacious) base in Arriva Northumbria 
heartland. It would also seem to be potentially bad news for Lynx and Tiger 
fans. Thanks to everyone who has emailed and texted me about this! 



 

Wayne Picknett, Bryn McGloin and Stephen Johns both report that Arriva 
Tees & District currently have Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1648 (R423COO) 
at Redcar - presumably on loan from Bishop Auckland. 

 

Daryl Mitchelhill has provided photographic evidence of Go North East's new 
park and ride livery for experimental service X67 which will take people from 
dedicated parking at the Metrocentre into the centre of Newcastle. Optare 
Solo 462 (T462BNL) suits the scheme well. 

James Stoker tells me that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have acquired Volvo 
B10M / Plaxton D783SGB ex Rapsons. 

It is reported that a Stockton-based enthusiast has acquired one of the 
remaining vehicles of Smalls, Thornaby - more information will be posted 
if/when known. 

David Helmsley advises that preserved Newcastle Busways Leyland 
Atlantean / Alexander 111 (EJR111W), in the care of the treble one group, 
now has its own website and is expected to make the trip to the annual rally at 
Kirkby Stephen & Brough on Easter Sunday. 

19/03/07 

 

Steven Hodgson has supplied the above photos of Eldon Square bus station, 
now that it is in operation. Note the glass panelling, steep gradient and 
illuminated clock. 



Neil Wise reports that Arriva Northumbria's Jesmond depot now have Mini 
Pointer Dart 1721 (V721DNL) ex Redcar, in place of 1759 (NK53VKA) which 
has gone to Hexham, which in turn displaced Optare Metrorider 2612 
(P612FHN) out - beleived to Loftus, so presumably something will have 
moved to Redcar to complete the circle. 

 

Steven Hodgson has provided photographic evidence of the "07" plate on Go 
North East Scania Omnicity 5268. 

17/03/07 

 

Newcastle's Eldon Square bus station closes at lunch time tomorrow, to be 
replaced by the newly constructed replacement facility on Prudhoe Place, to 
which the final finishing touches were being put today. The dark, damp 
underground Eldon Square bus station will not be missed by many! 

Mark Williams reports that Arriva Northumbria Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 
demonstrator SN56AWW was due to leave at lunchtime yesterday. 

Paul Francis reports that Arriva Durham County's Peterlee depot is now 
operating Dennis Dart SLF / 1655 (R430COO) - maybe this will be 
permenant? That said, he also notes MCW Metrobus 630 (B90WUL) from the 
disposal pool still in use! 

 



Go North East currently have MAN-engined Optare Solo demonstrator 
YJ07ECG on loan at Gateshead as 9175. It was seen today on the 53. Steven 
Hodgson and Daniel Annis have both supplied photos of this machine. Scania 
Omnicity 5268, having not enetered service until this month, has now hit the 
road on an "07" plate - NK07GJO. It is working for Washington in pink on the 
Red Arrorws routes pending delivery of the Mercedes Citaros. This 
presumably has allowed sister 5255 to go for preparation for the 309 which 
begins on 26/03/07. Indeed, David reports that Percy Main have now received 
5258 for this. 

 

Lee Johnson and Ian Wilson both report that Stagecoach North East Volvo 
B10M / Northern Counties 20244/69 (M544SPY, M709KRH) are both now 
back in use at Stockton. Steven Hodgson reports that Dennis Dart / Plaxton 
32117 (K117SRH) is now in use in Newcastle. 

Steven Oliver tells me that Perrymans, Berwick still have Metrorider 
M865KCU in service. The 55-reg Optare Solo is confirmed as MX55EEB. 
Solo X733FPO has been on loan while accident repairs were undertaken to 
MX56AAN. 

Andrew Lawson has noted that Northumbria Coaches Optare Metrorider 
R92HUA has been on loan to Gardiners of Spennymoor, following neatly on 
from the loan of MPD W769URP. 

11/03/07 

Sorry for the delay in this update - I've been busy doing some "emergency" 
Leyland National riding - see link. Also, a message for John at Blyth - I've tried 
to reply to your texts, but for some reason my replies are being bounced. 
Please don't think I'm ignoring you! 

Ex Arriva Durham County Optare Metrorider 2730 (M444HPF) is for sale on 
ebay. 

Daz Taylor has pointed out a correction to my table of vehicle movements at 
Go North East. Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4923 (X923WGR) moved to Stanley, 
not 4925 (X935WGR), which remains at Gateshead. David Turner has noted 
Volvo B6 / Alexander 8424 (M424PVN) for sale on ebay 

The vehicles that today went from Stagecoach North East to Yorkshire were 
not the four first expected, but Volvo B10B / Plaxton 21031/3/38/9 (L31/3HHN, 
M38/9PVN). The coach that is on loan at Walkergate for Megabus work is 



plain white Neoplan Euroliner YV03XUZ. Lee Johnson has noted Volvo B10M 
/ Alexander 20261 (N551VDC) refurbished and in use at Stockton. 

James Stoker corrects the registration of the recently reported Tees Valley 
Coach. It is C87HCX rather than C87CWX. 

08/03/07 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4535 
(L220TKA) has suffered engine failure. Fortunately, Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 
1646 (R421COO) has now arrived at Bishop Auckland. 

I have now listed the recent vehicle movements at Go North East in the 
following table: 

Type No.s From To 
Optare Spectra 3834/6/50-7 Chester-le-Street Delicenced 
  3837-42/4-9 Percy Main Delicenced 
Volvo Olympian 3814-6 Stanley Percy Main 
  3817-22 Washington Percy Main 
  3930-2 Stanley Chester-le-Street 
Dennis Trident 3801 Chester-le-Street Percy Main 
  3874 Winlaton Percy Main 
  3881/2/5/92 Chester-le-Street Gateshead 
  3886/8/93 Gateshead Chester-le-Street 
  3889 Percy Main Gateshead 
Dennis Lance 4768/79/82 Percy Main Delicenced 
  4774/81/5/8 Gateshead Delicenced 
  4775/6/8/80 Winlaton Delicenced 
  4777 Winlaton Percy Main 
  4783/4/7 Gateshead Deptford  
Optare Delta 4759 Chester-le-Street Gateshead 
  4789/90 Chester-le-Street Winlaton 
DAF SB220GS 4820-5 Chester-le-Street Deptford 
  4866-8 Stanley Deptford 
  4869/70/983-8 Stanley Chester-le-Street 
Volvo B10B 4809 Winlaton Chester-le-Street 
  4810 Deptford Chester-le-Street 
  4811 Washington Stanley 
  4812 Washington Percy Main 
  4813-6 Deptford Go West Midlands 
  4875 Deptford Percy Main 
Volvo B10BLE 4837-42/4-7/910/1/23/4 Gateshead Stanley 
  4849-55/96-8 Stanley Chester-le-Street 
Scania L94UB 4937 Deptford Gateshead 
  4940 Deptford Washington 
  4989-92 Chester-le-Street Washington 
  5222-6 Chester-le-Street Gateshead 
Scania CN230UB 5234-53/9 New Stanley 
  5254/60/71-4 New Chester-le-Street 
  5255/61-7/9/70 New Washington 
Volvo B10M 7058/9/62/74/5 Washington Delicenced 
Dennis Dart 8094/7/9/102/5/9/18 Chester-le-Street Delicenced 
  8095/108/24 Gateshead Percy Main 
  8096/110/7/9/20/2 Deptford Delicenced 



Dennis Dart SLF 586-97 Stanley Deptford 
  8289-92 Stanley Winlaton 
SPD 8160/1 Winlaton Gateshead 
DAF SB120 8256-8/67-73 Deptford Gateshead 
Optare Solo 448 Delicenced Percy Main 
  452-4 Stanley Delicenced 
  456 Percy Main Stanley 
  458/9 Chester-le-Street Stanley 
  460 Washington Gateshead 
  461/2 Stanley Gateshead 
MPD 502/3/8199 Deptford Winlaton 
  517 Washington Deptford 
  573/4 Chester-le-Street Deptford 

It is reported that Stagecoach North East today had one of the new 
Megabus 15m long Volvo B12Bs visit for driver familiarisation. It is also 
understood that a coach from another operator may come on temporary loan 
for Megabus work. Volvo B10Ms 20244/69/72 (M544SPY, M709/12KRH) and 
Leyland Olympian 14192 (H192WFR) are expected to go to Yorkshire on 
Sunday. 

Dave reports that Premier, Blyth have acquired MCW Metrobus C428BUV. 
Also present is preserved ex Busways scania JFT413X. 

06/03/07 

Paul Francis and Stuart Gray report that Arriva Durham County's Peterlee 
depot were today using Dennis Dart SLF 1652 (R427COO) and Optare 
Metrorider 2623 (P623FHN) on the 230/242. 

David Johnson confirms that Go North East have all of 3813-22 at Percy 
Main replacing all but two Spectras. The company website now has updated 
fleet information - I'll do my best to list the full list of unreported movements 
once I've spent several hours studying it! 

Ian (Yorkshirebus) confirms that Stagecoach North East Leyland Olympian / 
Alexander 14192 (H192WFR) did not reach Yorkshire. 

04/03/07 

The VOSA website shows that Jayline, Horden have deregistered all of their 
service work from 28/04/07. This would seem to suggest that they are 
concentrating on their pop star work. 

 



Garry Luck reports that Weardale, Stanhope have acquired ex Go North East 
Leyland Olympian / Alexander 3676/7 (G676/7TCN). These are 
supplementary to existing Olympians, though may see off some of the ex Go 
North East Metrobuses in the interests of standardisation. Olympian F622MSL 
is now repainted, but not yet in use, while Leyland PD2 YUP6 has been 
repainted after many months of repair at Gardiners and now requires fitting 
out. Ex Weardale Leyland Atlantean / Alexander AVK176V has been back for 
repairs, now owned by a driver. 

Stuart Gray reports that Gardiners, Spennymoor have Northumbria Coaches 
MPD W769URP in use on the 109. 

04/03/07 

 

Paul Francis tells me that Arriva Durham County Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4538 
(L244TKA) is also operating for Peterlee. This and 4536 would seem to have 
replaced MCW Metrobuses 611/30 (GYE396W, B90WUL) as extras at 
Peterlee, which in turn repalced Lynxes 5009/11 (H253PAJ, J651UHN). 
5009/11, along with 5016/20/9988 (J656UHN, H338UWT, G510EAJ), have 
been sold to Wigleys (Dealer/Breaker). 

Neil Wise reports thatGo North East also have Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 3821 (S821OFT) at Percy Main, while Dennis Dart / Marshall 8124 
(N124WBR) also remains in service. 

A contact advises that Stagecoach North East Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 16431/6 (VLT255, 647DYE), Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16719 
(N701LTN) and Volvo B10B / Alexander 21001 (M901DRG) were today 
transferred to Yorkshire (though 21001 may temporay in leiu of unavailable 
B10M 20269). Noted at Stockton this afternoon, however, was Leyland 
Olympian / Alexander 14192 (H192WFR). It is not clear whether that has 
been to Yorkshire and come back or has not reached Yorkshire. 

03/03/07 

 



Arriva Northumbria still have Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 demonstrator 
SN56AWW on loan at Ashington. I can confirm that this is a Euro-4 model, 
with the ad-blue filler located just above skirt level behind the front wheel on 
the offside. 

Arriva Durham County have in fact put Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4536 (L232TKA) 
to work at Peterlee, rather than more sprightly sister 4538! One of the R-COO 
(unidentified) was today noted in Durham depot. Joe Makepeace has 
provided a link to an interesting photo of an Arriva Optare Delta that has been 
heavily stripped at Gardiners of Spennymoor. Neil Wise confirms that it is not 
4095, but the number "15" on the destination does suggest that it is ex 
Darlington. Could this be preserved 4090 (G251SRG) under (heavy!) rebuild 
or another example? 

 

Further Scania Omnicities noted in use with Go North East today were 
5254/60/71/4 (NK56KJA/U/KG/L) at Chester-le-Street in red (54), white (60) 
and pink (71/4) and 5261/9 (NK56KJV/KE) at Washington in white (61) and 
pink (69). Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3816/7/9/22 (S816/7FVK, 
S819/22OFT) are now at Percy Main (thanks to Neil Watson for reporting 
3817). Still in use at Percy Main are Dennis dart / Marshall 8095 (M805GFT) 
and Optare Sigma 4777 (L477CFT). SPD 8204 (V204ERG) is another painted 
lilac and Scania 5247 (NK56KHT) is branded as West Durham Swift. 

Stagecoach North East Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32112 (K112SRH) is now in 
use at Slatyford. It is understood that some vehicles, most likely B10Ms, will 
transfer to Yorkshire tomorrow - details will be confirmed once known. 

JSB Travel's new Plaxton Primo was today noted in service in Chester-le-
Street. 

It can be confirmed that Alrite Travel Volvo B6 / Alexander L445LWA and 
L842CDG are both still in use, so it must be L409JBD that is laid up. 

01/03/07 



Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4538 
(L244TKA) has been removed from use at Bishop Auckland and taken to 
Peterlee. It may see temorary use there. 

 

Antony Charlton has noted another Go North East Volvo B10B / Alexander 
on Bargain Bus work. 4875 (N950TVK) is seen on layover at Blyth docks 
between runs, albeit screened for the 301! 

The Stagecoach Group have announced their lastest substantial vehicle 
order. While it is not known exactly how these will be distributed, it seems 
highly likely that at least some of these will come to the north east - early 
indications are the some Enviro 400s could be destined for Newcastle, though 
this is yet to be confirmed. The MANs currently used by Walkergate on 
Megabus work are due to be replaced as part of the process that sees the 
new 15m Volvo B12Bs rolled out on Megabus, though exactly what will 
replace the MANs has yet to be firmed up. Scott Cooper reports that Volvo 
Olympian / NCME 16431/3 (VLT255, WLT528) remain in use at Stockton. 

Scott Cooper has noted Alrite Travel Volvo B6 / Plaxton L842CDG is service 
today, meaning that the one being cannibalised must be either L409JBD or 
L445LWA. 

Stuart Gray yesterday noted new JSB Travel, Newton Aycliffe Plaxton 
Primo MX07BCZ on trade plates in Bishop Auckland. 

Alex Betteney confirms that Smalls, Thornaby Ford R1015 / Plaxton RAJ2X 
was the vehicle scrapped at Thompsons, Stockton a month or two back. 
Mercedes 811 / Reeve Burgess H156DJU appears now to be operating for 
Metro, Middlesbrough and the remaining vehicles are all listed as SORN by 
the DVLA, suggesting that Smalls are no loger operating. 


