
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News March 2008 

 
  

 

28/03/08 

 

Martin Brigham and Graham Mottram note the departure of heavily 
cannibalised Arriva North East Optare Vecta 1547 (L547GHN) and Optare 
Delta 4094 (G255UVK) from Redcar, almost certainly for scrap. Danny 
Howard and Dave P confirm that Optare Metrorider 908 (R908JNL) is now 
operating from Peterlee. Daniel Stazicker has been tracking down more ex 
United Olympians. This time he has traced 226 (AEF226Y) with AC Williams, 
Ancaster and reports it to be in very original condition. 

 

David Gambles has provided the above photo of Stagecoach North East 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19195 (NK57DVY) making a rare appearance 
on service X78 on 19/03/08, working a school service related diagram that is 
normally the preserve of an Olympian. Danny Howard notes that Volvo B10M 
/ Alexander 20839 (P839GND), Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20251 
(M551SPY) and MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22204 (T204TND) are all receiving 
attention at the Wheatsheaf, while Stven Hodgson notes the recent repaint of 
Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20291 (M401SPY). 



 

A further new Mercedes Citaro delivered to Go North East is 5285 
(NK08CFU), which Steven Hodgson and LW have noted in use on 
driver/route familiarisation. Sister 5287 (NK08CFX) was yesterday used for a 
public launch near the Monument in Newcastle city centre. Paul Moseley and 
Steven Hodgson both note that Scania Omnicity 5259 (NK56KJO) is now in 
Cobalt Clipper base livery. Steven also notes that MPD 502 (X502WRG) is 
now Pink (presumably this will be one of several to replace Solos on the Pink 
Panthers routes) and sister 520 (NK51MKC) is now working for Deptford. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Lees, Durham have acquired a Volvo B12B / Berkhof 
from Pat's Coaches and reregistered it 891HUM from an existing vehicle. 
Volvo B10M / Jonkherre Y751XDN has been sold. 

25/03/08 

Dave and LW both report that Arriva Northumbria Leyland Olympian / ECW 
7213 (D223FYM) is in use at Blyth covering for Scania N113 / East Lancs 
7393 (N393OTY) which is off the road. 

Arriva Tees & District can be confirmed as having Optare Metrorider 909 
(R909JNL) back at Redcar. 



 

Barry Grice reports the arrival of four new Mercedes Citaros at Go North East 
for Citylink service 58 that starts on Sunday. Three of these were identifiable 
as NK08CFP/X/Z, of which CFX was numbered 5287. Barry, also notes that 
Red Arrows Mercedes Citaro 5275 (NK07KPG) has been in use for 
crew/route familiarisation, with Scania L94UB / Wright 4970 (NK53UNW) 
filling in for it on the X1/X2 as noted by LW and Nathan Brown. 

Terry Wightman reports that Stagecoach North East Dennis Dart / Alexander 
32302/657 (N302AMC, P457EEF) have transferred to Stagecoach South at 
Aldershot, ex Walkergate. 

 

Stu Gray reports that JSB Travel, Coundon have taken over the service work 
of Gardiners, Spennymoor along with Marshall Minibus P501HEG. Further 
evidence of this is provided by Steven Hodgson with his photo of new Optare 
Solo MX08DFY working ex Gardiners service 109. 

 

LW provides the above photos illustarting the latest happenings at Stanley 
Coaches, Oxhill. Recent Volvo B7R / Plaxton MU57STX wears new-style 
fleetnames, while Leyland Tiger / Plaxton C34CWT is on loan from Garnetts, 
Tindale Cresecent and Leyland Tiger / Jonkherre MIB3491 is on loan from 
Martini Coaches. 



 

LW illustartes recent Classic, Annfield Plain Scania / Irizar YN08DGF. 

LW reports that William B Kerr, Wallsend have acquired Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton T40TGM and Renault Masters NA52CNK/N from Classic, Annfield 
Plain. 

21/03/08 

Danny Howard has noted Arriva Durham County using Optare Metrorider 
909 (R909JNL) at Peterlee. Sister 908 (R908JNL) had been expected to 
transfer in from Redcar, so it seems a minor change of plan has occurred. 
Neil Wise reports that displaced sister 2617 (P617FHN) is currently operating 
for Darlington, who have 907 (R907JNL) off the road. 

Dannyspectra reports that Arriva Tees & District now have Dennis Dart / 
Alexander 1673/5 (N305AMC, P616PGP) and Plaxton bodied 1668 
(L748VNL) at Redcar. 

 

Daniel Stazicker has traced ex Arriva Northumbria Leyland Olympian / ECW 
C260UAJ, to Bromsgrove, where it is a play/party bus. 

 

The application of route branding continutes apace to the vehicles that Go 
North East will be using on revised services at Percy Main. The majority of 
the red SB120s now carry Centurion branding, while the majority of the green 
MPDs now carry the Wallsend Links branding. Scania Omnicities 5251-3 
(NK56KHX-Z) are all now in full Cobalt Clipper livery. MPD 516 (NK51MJV) is 
now white. Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 8290 (S726KNV) is reported to be 



working for Deptford, as is SPD 8233 (X233FBB). Thanks to Steven Hodgson, 
LW, Ian Gordon and Paul Moseley for these reports. 

Danny Howard has noted Stagecoach North East MAN 18.220 / Alexander 
22208 (T208TND) working for Stockton, while it is understood that 22204 
(T204TND) is due imminently with more to follow. 

Roberts, Wingate have suffered a depot fire, destroying several vehciles 
including a newly delivered 13m long Bova Futura, which would appear to 
have been registered SN08RTS. The bbc report on the incident can be seen 
here. 

15/03/08 

 

The Darlington changes at Arriva Durham County have resulted in a greater 
mixing of vehicle allocations, with large buses appearing on hitherto minibus 
routes and the ex Stagecoach stock working much further out from home. 
Dennis Dart / Alexander 1658/63 (K709PCN, L737VNL) have moved to 
Redcar and three more are due to follow, setting of a chain of "musical 
Metroriders". Metrorider 2621 (P621FHN) is now acting as crew buggy at 
Darlington and Optare Delta 4020 (L420FHN) is "under repair". 

LW details some vehicle movements at Go North East. SPD 8237 
(NK51MKL) was briefly retained by Percy Main, but is now at Deptford, with 
DAF SB120 / Wright 8252/5 (NA52BVJ, NK04FOU) making the opposite 
move. Sister 8256 (NK04FOV) is red and Centurion branded at Gateshead 
ready to go to Percy Main, while 8257 (NK04FPA) is operating from Deptford. 
Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4911 (W411SCU) is now back at Gateshead ex Percy 
Main. 

Stagecoach North East Volvo B101BLE / Alexander 21151 (R251KRG) was 
badly damaged after catching fire near Lazenby on Friday morning - thanks to 
all who reported this. A picture of the burning vehicle appeared in Friday's 
Evening Gazette. Danny Howard reports that Leyland Olympian / Northern 
Counties 14676 (H676BNL), Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20291 
(M401SPY) and Dennis Dart SLF / Alexander 33492 (R472MHN) are all 
currently visitiong the Wheatsheaf for repair, repaint or refurb. Steven 
Hodgson forwards a report that Dennis Dart / Alexander 32623/32 
(P623/32PGP) have gone to Aldershot. 



Another bus in the wars on Friday, was Veolia North East Optare Solo 
YJ55BHZ, which comprehensively demolished a stone/concrete bus shelter in 
an accident - see bbc report. 

Steven Hodgson records that Classic, Annfield Plain have removed new 
YN08DGE/F from their fleetlist - presumably they have been transferred 
elsewhere within the former TGM group. 

12/03/08 

 

John Robinson has noted the highly unusual sight of Arriva Durham County 
Optare Delta 4011 (K411BHN) operating with its roof pod missing! Stu Gray 
reports that spares donor Optare Metrorider 2764 (N885RTN) has now been 
removed from Bishop Auckland and expects that Optare Vecta 1548 
(L548GHN) will also leave soon. 

 

Paul Moseley reports that Go North East Scania Omnicity 5252 is now in 
Cobalt Clipper livery. He also provides the above photo of the Mercedes 
Citaro demonstrator on route learning duties for the 58 and reports that Percy 
Main now have red SB120s 8255/9, while LW reports that SPDs 8234-41 are 
all now at Deptford. Andrew Sewell confirms that services 811-3 in Chester-le-
Street are operated from Stanley using Solos. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports the entry into service of Stagecoach North East 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19218 (NK57DXE). Dougie King reports that 
Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 16432 (N332HGK) and Alexander bodied 
16737 (N737LTN) have moved to Fife. Danny Howard reports that Dennis 



Darts 32350/745/68 (N350YFL, L745VNL, M768DRG) are now stored at 
Stockton. 

 

John Robinson notes that Compass Royston, Stockton now have Optare 
Solo YM52TOU in use on the 70. 

Scott Cooper reports that Alrite Travel, Middlesbrough now have very rare 
Leyland Royal Tiger / Plaxton PIW4128 ex Jacks Coaches. 

07/03/08 

 

I can illustrate Arriva Northumbria Optare Solo 2505 (Y296PDN) [the only 
difference from its Classic days being the tiny fleetnumber on the front!]. It is 
still not clear what the identity of 2503 is, however. 

 

It's all change in Darlington for Arriva Durham County from Sunday. Firstly, 
all operations will move (squeeze?!) into Faverdale. Secondly a number of 
service changes will take effect, which will see some town service frequencies 
reduced, part of service 26 abandonned and, on a more positive note, 
services currently terminating in East Street moved back into the town. These 
changes are expected to see some interesting vehicle cascades out of 
Darlington. 



 

Steven Hodgson, Neil Wise, Paul Mosley, Paul Francis, LW, Ray Parnaby 
and Daryl Mitchelhill can all be tanked for providing further extensive updates 
on Go North East. MPD 514 (X514WRG) is now green, while green sister 
512 (X512WRG) can now be illustrated with Wallsend Links branding. DAF 
SB120 / Wright 8242 is now red and at Percy Main, while sister 8254 now 
carries full Centurion branding. Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3869 (W179SCU) 
is white rather than cream. Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4911 (W411SCU) is now 
being used by Percy Main, today appearing on the 309. The former Redby 
MPDs are now appearing on the X35, while Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 
R367DJN and three Optare Excels were returned to Redby and are now 
being sold via a dealer based at the same site as First Choice in South Moor. 
Mercedes Citaro demonstrator BX56VTP is currently on loan at Gateshead 
and will no doubt make itself useful in familliarising crews ready for the arrival 
of the first new examples for Citylink service 58. 

 

Dave Alanson has passed on a report that Stagecoach North East may well 
be expecting MAN 14.240 / Alexander (E200) for Sunderland and Slatyford as 
well as those rumoured for South Shields and confirmed for Hartlepool. 
Steven Hodgson confirms the transfer of the final Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 
21152 (R252KRG) from Walkergate to South Shields. Leyland Lynx II 29629 
(K629YVN) continues in use, while Danny Howard passes on confirmation 
that sister 29630 (K630YVN) has been disposed of, ex storage at Stockton. 
Neil Watson reports that MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22037 (NK53KFA) has 
mobed from Slatyford to Walkergate. 



Steven Hodgson has noted on the Classic, Annfield Plain website that a 
further four Scania / Irizar coaches are in stock. They are YN08DGE/F/O/U. 

05/03/08 

Paul Mosley reprts that Arriva Northumbria Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 7376 (M376FTY) has now taken up position at Jesmond. 

Ian Wilson and Martin Brigham have noted several vehicles on loan to Arriva 
Teesside at Stockton this week. These include Optare Metrordier 914 
(R914JNL) from Loftus, sister 2630 (P630FHN) from Darlington and Dennis 
Dart / Plaxton 1688 (J468OKP) from Bishop Auckland. 

 

Paul Mosley, Ray Parnaby, LW and Steven Hodgson, together with the 
company's website, provide updates on Go North East. Dennis Trident / East 
Lancs 3879/80 (W189/76SCU) have moved from Gateshead to Chester-le-
Street and SPD 8238 (NK51MKO) from Percy Main to Deptford. Volvo 
B10BLE / Wright 4911 (W411SCU) has been noted at Percy Main. Scania 
Omnicity 5251 (NK56KHX) is now in Cobalt Clipper livery (minus brandings) 
and MPD 512 (X512WRG) now has "Wallsend Links" branding for up-coming 
new services 40/40C/41/41C.  

Gez reports that Stagecoach North East Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16738-
40 (N738-40LTN) are now operating for East Kent at Thanet. 

 

Paul Thompson updates us on his fleet at Leven Valley, Middlesbrough. 
Optare Solo MX54KXT is on loan from Mistral to cover for Solos receiving 
warranty work. It is not lettered, but is allocated fleetnumber 54 and is named 
"Thunderbird". 



 

Steven Oliver reports that Perrymans, Berwick have Iveco Daily / Mellor 
X899BVN for sale and that, perhaps surprisngly, Metrorider M865KCU 
remains in service. He also noted the impressive appearance in Berwick of 
one of two new Volvo B9TLs for First. 

02/03/08 

 

Arriva Northumbria were due to take over three Optare Solos (to be 
numbered 2503-5) from Classic with the transfer over of several services from 
today. LW has noted 2504/5 as Y294/6PDN, while 2503 has yet to be seen. 
Officially 2503/4 are Jesmond and 2505 is reserve. Presumably pending 
2503's arrival, Optare Metrorider 2624 (P624FHN), no longer required at 
Peterlee following the loss of the 246 and now listed for disposal, is at 
Jesmond. LW notes that Jesmond now finally have Scania N113 / Northern 
Counties 7258 (N183OYH). A number of vehicles, several long withdrawn, are 
now recorded as sold, though several still await collection. These are MCW 
Metrobus 626 (B86WUL), Mercedes Vario 2656 (R110GNW), Optare Delta 
4094 (G255UVK), Optare Metrordier 2718/9 (R718/9MHN) and Leyland 
Olympian / ECW 7215/7 (D155/65FYM). 

Stu Gray reports that Arriva Durham County now have DAF SB220GS / 
Plaxton 4042 (S342KHN) at Bishop Auckland ex Stockton to replace 4047. 
This was repalced at Stockton by a Cadet from Peterlee - 1916 (W72PRG) 
completeing the five making this move. Stu also reports that volvo Olympian / 
East Lancs 7427 (M691HPF) has moved to Durham. A number of vehicles, 
several long withdrawn, are now recorded as sold, though again several still 
await collection. These are (including one or two Teesside ones) Leyland 
Olympian / ECW 7216/21 (D160/57FYM), MCW Metrobus 611/4/22/30 
(GYE396/515W, A973SYF, B90WUL), Optare Delta 4095 (G256UVK) and 
Optare Metroriders 894, 2614/5/25/706 (P894XCU, P614/5/25FHN, 
R706MHN). 



 

LW and Paul Moseley report on recent moves and repaints at Go North East. 
Gateshead now have DAF SB120 / Wright 8274/5 (Y291/2HUA) and Volvo 
B10BLE / Wright 4911 (W411SCU), while Deptford have SPD 8239 
(NK51MKN) and Stanley have Optare Solo 453 (S253KNL). MPD 513 
(X513WRG) is now green, Tridents 3869-72 (W179/4/81/2SCU) are all cream 
and DAF SB120 / Wright 8259 (NK04FPD) is red. DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 
4863 (S863KNL) has been on loan to Deptford. 

 

Danny Howard and Ian Gordon report that Stagecoach North East Volvo 
B10BLEs 21136/7/46 (R236/7/46KRG) are all now in use at South Shields. 
Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16739 (N739LTN) has gone to Devon and others 
have moved such that the only Olympians now at South Shields are 
16432/737 (N332HGK, N737LTN). Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20248/9 
(M548/9SPY and Mercedes 709 / Alexander 40483 (N483RVK) have been 
repainted, with Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 14676 (H676BNL) 
following. Dennis Dart / Alexander 32720 (K720PCN) is removed from use.  

 

James Stoker has identified and photographed the two Opatre Solos with 
John Bell, Sunderland for the Cathederal Bus in Durham. They are 
MX57UPJ/M. 



 

Steven Hodgson notes a couple of new Van Hool double deck coaches in use 
with Classic, Annfield Plain as 5579MW and 5887MW. He also reports 
Iveco Eurorider / Beaulas Y15TGM in stock and TGM Volvo B10M / Plaxton 
YN51WGY on loan. 

 

LW reports a new arrival at Phoenix, Blyth. It is Unvi bodied Mercedes 
Sprinter SN57EOF - note the unusual styling! 


