
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News March 2009 

 
  

 

31/03/09 

 

More news to follow later in the week, but for now a quick photographical 
survey of Arriva North East's new competetive routes. Scania L113 / East 
Lancs 274/81/9 (P274VRG, N281/9NCN) are now in red Northumbria Express 
livery for the X30, while Jesmond now have the services of MPD 1762 
(NK05GVZ) and SB200s 02/3 (YJ58FFB/G) for their 43A. Durham use Scania 
deckers on their 726/754 between school duties. 

28/03/09 

Wayne Picknett reports that Arriva North East  DAF SB220GS / Ikarus 4076 
(T76AUA) has been towed to Blyth from Redcar and that Redcar have had 
MPD 1745 (V745ECU) on loan from Darlington. 

 

Ray Parnaby and Steven Hodgson note Stagecoach North East  Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 400 19142 (NK07GZV) with a new over-window style of 
Megarider advert. Not sure it does much for the veiw from the top deck....... 



Joe Curry notes PCL, Prudhoe  Volvo B10M / Van Hool HVU736 for sale on 
ebay. 

22/03/09 

 

Peter Nardone notes the delivery of Arriva North East  VDL SB200 / Wright 
1407 (NK09BPV). Stu Gray reports that Optare Delta 4097 (G258UVK) has 
replaced sister 4011 (K411BHN) at Bishop Auckland. Curtis Rawlinson 
reports that Scania N113 / East Lancs 7381/2/5 (N381/2/5OTY) are now 
parked up at Ashington and sister 7383 (N383OTY) has been noted working 
for Jesmond. Thanks to the many people who have sent photos of the ex 
Arriva Midlands Olympians - a couple appear above. 

 

Chris White and Steven Hodgson both noted Stagecoach North East  MAN 
A66 / Alexander 39726 (NK09EGY) on driver familiarisation duties earlier in 
the week in Sunderland. By Friday this and 39727 were in service there as 
reported by Dave Alanson and Steven Hodgson. Stevcen also repots that 
South Shields' 39702 has taken an "09" reg, this being NK09EDR and that 
Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32749 (L749VNL), which is due off, has had its South 
Shields crests painted out. Lee Johnson, Andrew Rasmussen and Scott 
Cooper report that Stockton now have Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 
20267/98 (M707KRH, M408SPY). 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East  Scania Omnicity 5272 
(NK56KKH) is now in full cream. 

Paul Fuller reports that Dreadnaught, Alnwick  have sold Leyland Leopard / 
Duple TBR527V to a private owner in Wales. 

Scott Cooper notes that Atkinsons, Ingleby Arncliffe  have acquired new 
Iveco Eurorider / Beulas HA09ATK and, as noted by Andrew Rasmussen, it 
can be seen here. 

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe  have added another Volvo 
Citybus / East Lancs to stock, this one being H655GPF. 

John Robisnon reports that Coatham Coaches, Redcar  have Iveco Eurorider 
/ Beulas FN52GVF, ex Keiths, Blucher. 

Joe Curry and Andrew Rasmussen note Franks, Haswell  Volvo B10M / 
Jonkherre SGC970Y and Volvo B10M / Plaxton UJI8782 for sale on ebay. 

Joe Curry notes Swift Travel, Boldon  Volvo B10M / Plaxton H672OOF for 
sale on ebay. 

Joe Curry notes Snowdons, Easington  LDV Convoy T305BNH for sale on 
ebay. 

Andrew Rasmussen notes that Siesta, Middlesbrough  have sold Scania 
K114 / Berkhof YN53CHX to Bob Vale Coach Sales. 

Andrew Rasmussen notes that Perrymans, Berwick  have sold Volvo B7RLE 
/ Wright BX04CKV to Southdown PSV. 

14/03/09 



 

As many as five Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties have arrived at Arriva 
North East  ex Arriva Midlands. Taken to Darlington today were 7365-7 
(R625/39/41MNU) as reported by Neil Wise. These are expected to work 
service X66. The new VDL SB200 / Wright delivered so far have entered 
service this week. Ashington use 1405/6 on the X33 (aided by Centros 02/03 
ex Blyth, pending delivery of 1404/7) and Blyth have largely been using 1408-
14 on the 308. Thanks to the very many people who have supplied 
information and photos on these. Steven Hodgson illustrates how the Coast & 
Castles Connection branding is now being applied to the vehicles used on the 
501/505.  

 

Stagecoach North East  have continued to put their MAN A66 / Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 200s into use at Slatyford, though some have, for added 
confusion, been reregistered with 09 plates. Noted operating there thus far 
are 39715-20 (NK58AHA, NK09EBZ, NK58AHD, NK09EBX/U/V). Kind thanks 
to Gez for confirmation of the reg numbers and to Dan And Lee for the 
photos. Gazza illustrates Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32769 (M769DRG) now 
operating for Slatyford. 

 



Steven Hodgson and Lee Wardle note that Go North East  Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton 7081 (Y781MFT) is in use at Ashington in the remnants of National 
Express Livery. Chris Redpath reports that Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall 575-
7/9 (T101-3/5KGP) have gone to Southdown PSV (576 then to York Pullman), 
Optare Spectra 3843 (K311FYG) to Mass Transit (via sale to Ensign) and that 
Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7062/75/6 (GSK962, YSU875/6) have been reinstated 
to driver training. KS reports Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4898 (Y988ETN) back in 
service in plain green after refurbishment. 

 

John Atkin reports that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe  have acquired Volvo B10B / 
Wright L509TKA from Arriva Merseyside. Leyland Olympian / ECW B252 has 
been sold into preservation. 

08/03/09 

 

Delivery of the new VDL SB200 / Wright for Arriva North East  has continued. 
Now present at Ashington are 1405/6 (NK09BPO/U) and at Blyth are 1408-14 
(NK09BPX-Z/RF/V/X/Z), as noted by Alex Kennedy. Some of these have 
been noted on the road for type-training, as illustrated by Vince Minto. Gazza 
has also seen 1406, presumably on a delivery run. Wayne Picknett and Bryn 
McGloin report that DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4069 (S711KFT) has returned 
home to Durham, with Optare Prisma 3005 (M305SAJ) taking up position at 
Redcar. 



 

Stagecoach North East  placed MAN A66 / Alexander 39701-14 
(NK58AFJ/N/O/U/V/X-Z/GO/U/V/X-Z) into service at South Shields on 
Monday (as illustrated by Daryl Mitchelhill and Steven Hodgson), while 39715 
(NK58AHA) was put into use at Slatyford the following day as noted by Gary 
Mitchelhill and Steven Hodgson. Steven also notes that Dennis Dart / Plaxton 
32769 (M769DRG) and Dennis Dart / Alexander 32775 (N775RVK) are at 
Slatyford. Graham Latimer reports that Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16715 
(N715LTN) is another now with Stagecoach Bluebird. 

 

Paul Francis and John Tyson report that Go North East  MPDs 
488/91/2/3/6/7/9 (V188/91/2/3/6/7/9ERG) all now have East Durham bransing 
on their yellow livery for Peterlee-based services. Thanks to the many people 
who have reported that Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3872 (W182SCU) is now 
in full pink ex cream with a pink front. 

 

James Stoker brings all of the latest news from Skelton Coaches, Charltons . 
Recent additions to stock are Volvo B10M / Plaxton C877CYK, Leyland Tiger 
/ Plaxton LUI8310 ex Emma's, Dolgellau (via a salvage company), Leyland 
Tiger / Plaxton A709GAL ex Glovers, Ashbourne and now painted black and 
Leyland Tiger / Duple SLZ3648. 



 

Andrew Rasmussen reports that Metro Coaces, Middlesbrough  have added 
Mercdes Vario R961FYS and Mercedes 811 / Carlyle H732LOL to stock, but 
have withdrawn ex Smalls Mercedes 811 / Plaxton H156DJU. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Low Fell Travel, Gateshead  have Dennis 
Javelin / Plaxton B16CTL (ex H441XHX) in stock. 

 

James Stoker notes that Coatham Coaches, redcar  have added Bova 
Futura Y662HWY to stock from Moxons. 

01/03/09 

 

Steven Hodgson reports delivery of the first of the new VDL SB200 / Wright 
Pulsar for Arriva North East  as NK09BPO. No fleetnumber has yet been 
applied. It is also noteworthy that it wears the "normal" rather than "interurban" 
livery. Optare Metrorider 2724 (R724MHN) has now been stripped of major 
units and is under cannibalisation at Ashington. 



Andrew Scott reports that stagecoach North East's  Slatyford depot has 
received MAN A66 / Alexander 39716-8/20 (NK58AHC/D/E/G), plus one 
other. Volvo B10M / Alexander 20722 (K722DAO) has interestingly appeared 
in the yard at Stockton depot. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Scarlet Band, West Cornforth  have Leyland Tiger / 
Plaxton (321) J25UNY in stock. 

 

James Stoker reports that M&D, Thornaby  have vintage Albion LAO630 in 
stock. 

 

James Stoker reports that Watsons, Guisborough  have Volvo B12T / Van 
Hool P727JYA in use, freshly repainted. 

 

James Stoker notes that Jack's, Middlesbrough  have freshly rebuilt and 
repainted Volvo B10M / Van Hool RJI8723 in use, this had previously 
operated for Generation Travel. 



James Stoker has spotted Hunter's, Tantobie  Bedford / Duple WPT445V for 
sale on ebay. 


