
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News May 2007  

 
  

 

30/05/07 

 

Richard Smiles provides the above illustations of the side views of 
Stagecoach North East's new Megarider adverts. 

 

Jordy Hoggan reports that Redby, Sunderland have acquired two new 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 Darts. They are KX07OOW/Y and wear all-over 
white with Redby fleetnames. Also, it should be noted that services 14/14A 
have continued beyond the finish date published byu Nexus and will in fact 
come to an end on 12/06/07. The VOSA site also shows that Redby will 
operate a tourist-type service to/from South Shields hourly every day over the 
summer - presumably a use for their Metrobus open topper and Routemaster. 

Steven Oliver reports that Perrymans, Berwick have won the contract for 
service 32 Berwick - Hutton/Swinton ex Travelsure. He also notes that Optare 
Metrordier M865KCU continues to trundle on! 

27/05/07 

 



Optare Metroriders currently stored/being cannibalised at Arriva Durham 
County's Peterlee depot are 086 (L686SUM), 2727 (M441HPF), 2745 
(N201NHS) and 2758 (P223SGB). Optare Vectas 1520/39 (L520/39FHN) 
remain stored in a partly cannibalised state. Also present were reserve fleet 
4093 (G254SRG) and 4108/9 (L532/3EHD). 4108/9 remain taxed, but had 
ticket machines and O discs removed, so could presumably pop up fairly 
readily at and depot that needed them (no obvious signs of having been 
towed in or being in any way unfit). Interestingly, Durham's 4036 (R436RPY) 
was also in the depot - presumably this must have either replaced a Peterlee 
bus in Durham or been relaced by a Peterlee bus on Durham's 230/242 
working some time. 

Arriva Northumbria only have Volvo B10B / Alexander 0401 (K401HWW) on 
loan at Jesmond and there is no second vehicle on the official allocation 
(that's noty to say there won't be one). Among movements expected for the 
Viva relaunch are Leyland Olympian 7218 (D189FYM) from Blyth to 
Ashington, sister 7227 (C59CHM) from Jesmond to Ashington, Mercedes 
Vario / Plaxton 2673 (R797DUB) from Blyth to Ashington and the Enviro 200 
demonstrator from Ashington to Jesmond. Scania L113 / East Lancs 273 
(P273VRG) has been written off stock. 

 

Stagecoach North East are relaunching their Megarider rear-end 
wraparound adverts in a style that's best described as "pants"! 

 

Paul Francis reports that Go North East have removed service 30 branding 
from MPD 8194 (V194ERG) ahead of the service being replaced by service 
210 and interworking to improved service 211 (this is a change of plan from 
when the whole lot was to be operated as a 30). 

26/05/07 



 

Steven Hodgson reports the acquisition by Arriva Northumbria of Volvo 
B10B / Alexander K401HWW from Arriva Yorkshire. He also undertands that 
a second example is in stock. Steven additionally reports the return of MCW 
Metrobus 626 (B86WUL) from Arriva Scotland West to Jesmond. These 
arrivals are presumably as a result of Viva South East Northumberland, which 
starts tomorrow. A large selection of glossy leaflets etc have been produced 
with "Love the Bus" branding and these were being given out at key locations 
today. These changes are expected to remove the need for Optare Metrorider 
crew-bus 9965 (L603FHN), which parks behind Cramlington shops. sister 
2733 (M447HPF) was today noted at Ashington being cannibalised. 

 

Steven Hodgson has provided the above photo of an unregistered Wright "ftr" 
that was noted doing driver familiarisation for Go North East in Gateshead 
today. As reported on the Nexus website, an ftr is to be used on the X66 for 
two weeks from Monday, though it is not clear if it will be this very vehicle. 
Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4924 (X924WGR) is now repaited green (presumably 
for the 98) but is still working for Stanley, while Darts 586/91/4 are in Drifter 
livery and 593 in allover cream. I managed a short ride on new Mercedes 
Citaro 5275 today. To say that the interior lay out is unusual, is no 
understatement, with seats mounted at varying heights and facing in all 
directions! It seemed well screwed together, though - much better in this 
respect than the Omnicities - and had a pleasant growl to it. Also notable were 
the golf-ball shaped bell pushes. 

Redby, Sunderland today turned out MPD NK55RUW for their final day of 
operation on the 14 in Sunderland. 

25/05/07 



 

Steven Hodgson has provided an further photo of Arriva Northumbria 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 Dart demonstrator SN56AWZ. 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4535 
(L220TKA) has departed to Volvo bus for the start of it's conversion to a driver 
trainer. Neil Wise points out that the previous sighting of Optare Delta 4022 
(L422FHN) in Bishop Auckland was in fact on the regular Darlington round trip 
on the 8B, which usually produces that or DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4084 
(J927CYL). 

Ian Wilson has noted Arriva Tees & District Optare Metrorider 2635 
(P635FHN) on loan to Redcar from Stockton. It would also seem that Loftus 
have loaned Optare Vecta 1540 (L540FHN) to Redcar. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Alastair Speight both provide photos of Go North East 
Mercedes Citaro 5275 (NK07KPG) in service today. Richard Kennedy and 
Neil Watson report that Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3833 (S833OFT) 
has been de-roofed under Percy Main station bridge. Damage to the roof is 
extensive. 

 

Peter Barclay reports that Redby, Sunderland have repainted Leyland 
Olympian / ECW A653OCX in the current fleet livery (as shown in the above 
photo courtesy of his brother John), which bears a passing resemblance to 
the livery of it's former operator Yorkshire Traction. MPD NK55RUW has 
gained a red skirt. Service 14A finished today, with Optare Excel P333HBC 
unusually in use and service 14 finsihes tomorrow. 



22/05/07 

 

Ray Parnaby and Neil Watson report that Arriva Northumbria have 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 demonstrator (in Arriva livery, currently with 
Scotland West legals) SN56AWZ on loan at Ashington. 

Neil Wise tells me that Arriva Durham County have put Mercedes OH1416 / 
Wright 3027 (N750LUS) into store at Richmond. Andrew Tyldsley reports that 
Darlington Optare Delta 4022 (L422FHN) was working in Bishop Auckland on 
Friday, as was Volvo B6 4536 (L232TKA), which should be under conversion 
to a trainer (beleived to be 1003). 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach in Newcastle have Enviro 400 
19146/7 (NK07HBF/G) in use now and notes 19027/8/32 parked up with ticket 
machines etc removed ready for transfer. Gez reports that, following on from 
the eight heading south, the remaining 15 existing examples will go to 
Preston. These are, initially at least, intended for service 2 Longridge - 
Southport, but given the immenent bus war in Preston, anything could 
happen! Steven Hodson also reports that Scania N113 / Alexander 28902/6 
(F902/6JRG) are now out of use - I beleive this leaves just 28901 (F901JRG) 
in service. 

Andrew Tyldsley reports the delivery of the first Mercedes Citaro for Go North 
East. The GNE website shows this as 5275. 

Stevebn Hodgson reports that Classic, Annfield Plain have added a trio of 
Scania coaches to stock as 8274-6 (YN07LHE/F/G). The first has a Berkhof 
body and the others Irizar. 

Neil Wise has noted that Compass Royston, Stockton are now operating 
Proctors Mercedes Vario / Plaxton S295UAL on the 17 Darlington - Sadberge. 

19/05/07 



Wayne Picknett tells me that Arriva Tees & District have sent MPD 1722 
(V722DNL) to Plaxton's premises at Anston for repair following its recent 
accident. He also reports that Optare Prisma 3006 (N806XHN) is due back 
from repair any time now, while Ian Wilson has noted DAF SB3000 / Plaxton 
1206m (V206DJR) back in use after repairs. 

Dave has spotted one of Go North East's L-KEF Volvo B10B / Alexanders 
being towed from the Team Valley with rear-end fire damage. He also notes 
that Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall 589 (T416AGP) is also now white. 

Joey confirms that Hodgsons Iveco Eurorider is registered HC07BUS. 

Steven Hodgson reports an additional vehicle with Weardale as YN07ECC, 
which is a tri-axle Neoplan single deck coach. 

Lee Johnson reports Alrite, Middlesbrough Volvo B6 / Alexander L842CDG 
back in use. 

15/05/07 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East have repainted Dennis Dart SLF 
/ Marshall 590 (T421AGP) white as a Drifter spare. Daryl Mitchelhill has noted 
that the two demonstrators have moved on to Deptford, working boards on the 
35/528. Ray Parnaby has noted Coaster Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3803 
(V803EBR) with an LED destination display. 

 

Steven Hodgson has provided the above photo of Proctors, Leeming Bar 
Mercedes Vario / Plaxton R47LNU working service 97 for Compass Royston 
in Darlington. 

Daniel Stazicker tells me that Leyland National KCR111P is with Wear & 
Tees Ambulance Service, Newcastle. Its owners request that they are not 
disturbed in their important work by enthusiasts wishing to see the vehicle, but 
do advise that it will attend a number of public events including the "Shindig" 
event on Newcastle's Quayside on 28/05/07. 



13/05/07 

It has been confirmed that Arriva Northumbria are to relocate their 
Ashington depot to allow for new developments in the town centre. This was 
announced at the AGM of the United Enthusiasts' Club - a society I can 
heartily recommend to all interested in the past and present operations of 
United/Tees/TMS/Northumbria/Arriva NE/Arriva Northumbria. 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 
7425 (M689HPF) has finally reached Bishop Auckland (it had been out of use 
awaiting a new engine for many months). This should see Leyland Olympian / 
ECW 7211 (C102CHM) take up its place at Durham. 

 

 

Daryl Mitchelhill and Steven Hodgson both confirm the use by Go North East 
of Volvo B7RLE / Wright demonstrator BX07AZJ and Optare Tempo 
demonstrator YJ07EGD on service 58 last week - a couple of Daryl's photos 
appear above. 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East now have Enviro 400 
19144 (NK07GZX) in use. Internet reports suggest that existing Enviro 400s 
19023-6 are the first of eight to go to Stagecoach South Coast, with 19031-45 
expected to head to Stagecoach North West - though anything could happen! 

 

Alrite Travel, Middlesbrough have reinstated Dennis Dart / Carlyle 
H94MOB, as all three Volvo B6s are again off the road. 



Joey reports that Hodgsons, Barnard Castle have a new 12.8m long Irisbus 
(Iveco) Eurorider / Beulas in use. 

09/05/07 

 

After literally years of rumours, it was today announced that as of 11am today 
Stagecoach in Darlington has been sold to Arriva North East - subject to 
clearance by the Office of Fair Trading. If cleared, the deal will see Arriva take 
on the services, vehicles and staff, and eventually see Arriva move into the 
Stagecoach site at Faverdale and close Feethams. Given the effort 
Stagecoach put in to get into Darlington in the first place, it seems quite 
suprising that they are now leaving rather quietly. Thank you to those people 
in the know who passed me the information. 

05/05/07 

 

Above is a photo of Arriva Tees & District Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1650 
(R425COO) which is back at Redcar following refurbishment. 

 



Anth, James Carling and the Megabus website together report that 
Stagcoach North East's section of the Megabus operation is changing. 
Walkergate's MANs 50046/7 (T46/7BBW) are now withdrawn, with Volvo 
B10M / Jonkherre 52648 (T668XTV) now at Walkergate and two more 
expected. Also note that Preston provide a vehicle for the routes operated by 
Walkergate, so these may well be seen in the North East. More interesting 
still, a new journey is to be added from 21/05/07 running Newcastle - 
Sunderland - Middlesbrough - Leeds - Sheffield - London and return. New 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s to enter service are 19141-3 
(NK07HBE/GZV/W), while Steven Hodgson reports the others delivered to be 
NK07GZX-Z,HDE-H. He also reports that open top Olympian 14674 
(H674BNL) is now in use. Danny Howard reports that Stockton's reserve 
Volvo B10B / Plaxton 21034 (L34HHN) is now under preparation for repaint 
and conversion to a driver trainer. It would seem likely that other reserve fleet 
B10Bs will follow. 

Andrew Tyldsley reports that Go North East are expecting an Optare Tempo 
demonstrator at Gateshead from Tuesday. 

 

Steven Hodgson has provided the above photo of Weardale's smart recent 
addition, DAF SB3000 / Ikarus R119GNW. 

Tony Walshaw reports that Comapss Royston, Stockton have gained 
Mercedes Vario R47CNU from Proctors for service 97 in Darlington (taken 
over from JSB). Volvo B10M / Plaxton KIB7257 has come from Proctors and 
has been upseated to 72. 

03/05/07 

David Sharp advises that from the late spring bank holiday until the last 
Sunday in Spetember Arriva Northumbria will be operating a new 
Sunday/Bank Holiday service 500 Newcastle - Alnwick - Bamburgh. It has 
been routed such that it will service additional tourist spots (i.e. Alnwick 
Gardens) and can/will be operated by double deckers. This should prove a 
nice opportunity for some scenic riding! 

Adam Williams noted what he was sure was Arriva Tees & District using 
Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4537 (L235TKA) in use in Whitby on Friday. While this was 
only recently transferred up to Scotland West, it is nevertheless perfectly 
feasible. James Ingram confirmed 4536 (L232TKA) back in use yesterday. 



Andrew Tyldsley confirms that Go North East are expecting a Volvo B7RLE 
demonstrator at Gateshead, due to arrive tomorrow, but unlikely to see use 
before Tuesday. It appears there has been a mis-understanding with the 
Optare Versa situation - only the one visit by a Versa has been made (as 
previously pictured). 

 

David Mallon and Neil Wise both report that the second MPD for Hodgsons, 
Barnard Castle is MX56HYR. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Redby, Sunderland's BMC Falcon is BX55NYG 
and it was working South Tyneside College service 501 today. I understand 
this is ex Johnsons of Henley-in-Arden. 

01/05/07 

Neil Wise and Lee Dickenson report that Arriva Durham County have 
returned rare Mercedes OH1416 / Wright to service at Darlington. 

 

Danny Howard has kindly provided the above photos of some of Stagecoach 
in Newcastle's new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s. 



Steven Hodgson has reported that Go North East are expecting a Volvo 
B7RLE demo. A trio of former Go North East/OK B6s are available on ebay 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stanley Taxis have Optare Tempo 
demonstrator YJ07EGD on loan, working the MC1. Thanks also to Gazz, who 
noted this arriving in the region. 

 

Daryl Mitchelhill reports that Redby, Sunderland have Volvo B7RLE / Wright 
MX07OYT in use, while Steven Hodgson has noted a BMC Falcon in use - it 
is not clear if these are loans or acquisitions. 

Stuart Gray has noted that Hodgsons, Barnard Castle have Mini Pointer 
Dart MX56HYS in use. Neil Wise expects there to be another one, and reports 
that these are for the 29 and 79. 

Peter Tuck reports that Weardale, Stanhope have DAF SB3000 / Ikarus 
R119GNW in stock and in use on schools. 

Atkinsons, Ingleby Arncliffe have their Leyland Olympians for sale on ebay 
- see CUB70Y, EWY80Y, HSB698Y. 


