
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News May 2008 

 
  

 

30/05/08 

 

John Robinson provides the above photo of new Arriva North East Optare 
Solo 2811 on crew familiarisation in Darlington. The destination gives a 
foretaste of the new Darlington network from 20/07/08. Steven Hodgson notes 
that long withdrawn Optare Deltas 4008/13 (K408/13BHN) have been moved 
from storage to Gardiners of Spennymoor. It is not clear if they are there as 
spares donors for other Arriva vehicles or have been sold to Gardiners. 

Barry Grice, Phil Logie and Keith Lee all inform me that Go North East are to 
operate a special free (donations to the Great North Air Ambulance and 
Sunshine Fund Charity welcome!) service on Sunday 01/06/08 to celebrate 
the re-opening of the High Level Bridge in Newcastle. The service will run 
between the Central station and an open day at Sunderland Road depot - 
more details available here and here. Lee Wardle reports that SPD 8211 
(V211ERG) is now at Winlaton. 

Ian Gordon reports the fast repair and return to service of Stagecoach North 
East Alexander Dennis Dart 35195. Steven Hodgson passes on news from 
Danny Howard that Dennis Dart / Alexander 32620 (P620PGP) looked to be 
being prepared for dispatch elsewhere from the Wheatsheaf the other day - 
possibly Aldershot. 

 

Steven Hodgson has been down to Durham City Coaches, Brandon where 
he found a recently acquired Bova Futura carrying R7DCC, previously on a 
Volvo B10M and ex Gardiners Scania K113 / Plaxton TIL8195. 



Andrew Rasmussen has noted Washington Coaches Toyota Coaster / 
Caetano J502LRY for sale on ebay. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Bell Bros, Spennymoor have acquired Dennis 
Javelin / WS M660VAJ, which appears to be ex MOD. 

 

Steven Hodgson has identified two of the three Leyland Tiger school buses 
now with Scarlet Band, West Cornforth. They are Wadham Stringer bodied 
FLZ7953 and Plaxton bodied D345YDO. 

 

John Robinson reports that one of JSB, Coundon's Optare Solos has been 
re-registered J600JSB. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Redby, Sudnerland have acquired Bova Futura 
J8OVA and Mercedes Sprinter J7GBE. 

28/05/08 



 

Steven Hodgson has sighted a further new Optare Solo for Arriva North 
East. This was 2812 (YK08ETE) and, interestingly, was seen in Sunderland. 
James Stoker and Alex Kennedy have noted Dennis Dart / Plaxton M211YKD 
now in use at Loftus. 

 

Steven Hodgson, Lee Wardle, Neil Watson and Gazza provide updates on Go 
North East. Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3801 (V801EBR) is in use at Percy 
Main, while sister 3802 (V802EBR) is now at Deptford. VDL SB120 / Wright 
8260 (NK04FPE) is now white and at Percy Main, while Percy Main's Volvo 
Olympian / Northern Counties 3817 (S817FVK) is now yellow and sister 3816 
(S816FVK) is at Saltmeadows. Optare Delta trainer 4790 (M790HCU) is 
reported to be getting parked at Percy Main due to space constraints at 
Gateshead. The Pink Panther Solos have had their vinyls removed and are 
parked up, while the Prince Bishops Swift Scanias have been "de-swifted" 
following the end of service X20. 

 

James Carling reports that one of the new Stagecoach North East MAN A66 
/ Alexander is due to be used for a charity "bus-pull" in Hartlepool. This is 
understood to be taking palce at Navigation Point, off Marina Way at 1pm 
tomorrow (29/05/08). Steven Hodgson and Ian Gordon note Volvo B10BLE / 
Alexander 21153/5 (R253/5KRG) now at South Shields. Ian also reports 
Alexander Dennis Dart SLF 35195 (NK56FFR) is off the road with accident 
damage. Lee Wardle notes Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19213 (NK57DWZ) 
with an unusual upper deck window advertisment for bus travel. 



Colin Davidson reports that Astley, Ashington have a second multi-coloured 
Mercedes Vario, this being sister P357RUM and this retains lettering for 
"McColls". 

BS reports that JSB Travel, Coundon have taken ex Go North East Marshall 
Minibus P459EFL to replace sister P501HEG. 

Ian Singleton notes that Abbots, Leeming have a new tri-axle Sunsundegui 
coach, registered XL08AOL. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that ERB, Newcastle have added Scania K114 / Irizar 
W343MKY to stock. 

 

Lee Wardle reports that A-Line, Pelaw Dennis Lance SLF / Berkhof WIL9206 
is under preparation for use. 

Steven Hodgson has noted Veolia North East using Volvo B12M / Plaxton 
CN04NFG on National Express work. 

23/05/08 

 



Neil Wise reports that the new Optare Solos for Arriva North East delivered 
so far have had their registrations corrected to begin YK rather than YJ (the 
remainder of the registrations remain the same). Further new Solos reported 
by Steven Hodgson and Alex Kennedy are 2807-9 (YK08ESU/V/Y). Steven 
Hodgson and Lee Wardle report the route branding of service 518 vehicles as 
Coast and Castles Connection. David Sharp reports that Summer Sunday 
services 508/714 are to return from this Sunday, working through in service 
from Hexham for the first time. 

 

Daz T reports that Go North East Optare Sigma 4784 (L484CFT) has been 
reinstated at Winlaton, with Optare Delta 4793 (M793HCU) joining 4789/90 
(M789/90HCU) in the driver training fleet. Steven Hodgson, Nathan Brown 
and Ian Gordon report that Scania L94UB / Wright 4942 (NK51OLE) is now 
orange, while Gazza reports that sister 4943 (NK51OLG) now has full "Fab 
56" branding. Paul Moseley reports that Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano 8285 
(V435KGF) is again at Percy Main. Chris White and Daryl Mitchelhill report 
that MPD 618 (NK55RUV) has donned Venture base-colours, so would seem 
to be imminently moving to Stanley. Steven Hodgson reports that MPD 543 
(NA52AXH) now has full Black Cats branding. Alex Kennedy today stumbled 
across the launch of the Lambton Worm service, involving SPD 8166 
(S366ONL), "Buzy Bee" and a crowd of school children! 

 

Richard Smiles reports that Stagecoach North East have received the final 
pair of MAN A66 / Alexander Enviro 200s. However, Danny Howard has noted 
that these vehicles are in the process of making return visits to Plaxtons at 
Scarborough, presumably for some sort of pre-use modifications. Danny also 
notes that MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22036/215 (NK53KEU, T215TND) are 



under repaint and that Volvo B10M / Alexander 20714 (K714DAO) is 
expected to see use at Sunderland. 

 

Steven Hodgson passes on the above photo with the kind permission of John 
Blyth depicting Leyland Olympian / Alexander J852TSC with Griersons, 
Fishburn. 

 

James Carling reports that Hartlepool Families First now have Dennis Dart 
SLF / Marshall R875MCE to replace Atlantean SFC4P. 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted Silver Choice, East Kilbride Neoplan Skyliner 
M227JGB working for Classic, Annfield Plain. 

 

Alex Kennedy reports that Astley, Ashington have added Mercedes Vario / 
Plaxton P356RUM to stock, still in the (hiddeous) livery of its previous 
operator. 

Lee Wardle reports that Stanley Taxis, Oxhill have acquired new Mercedes 
Varo / Plaxton YN08DMF. 



17/05/08 

 

Neil Wise, Steven Hodgson, Gary Mitchelhill and KS record the delivery of the 
first 6 of 51 new Optare Solos for Arriva North East. 2801-6 
(YJ08ERO/U/V/X-Z) were delivered to Jesmond late last week, though these 
are gravitating to Darlington for crew familiarisation. The expected disposition 
for these 51 Solos is Darlington (28), Durham (14) and Peterlee (9). The 
Dennis Darts on loan from Arriva North West are moving about a little, as 
reported by Neil Wise and Steven Hodgson. M211YKD failed en route to 
Loftus, so 1193 (M193YKA) has gone from Darlington to Redcar (seemingly 
taking the place of DAF 4086 which remians in service at Loftus). 

 

Danny Howard reports that Go North East Mini Pointer Dart 543 (NA52AXH) 
has been painted light yellow, presumably as an extra for the Black Cats 
service which is extended to Heworth to replace the 160. LW reports that 
Volvo B10M / Plaxton (YSU874) has been sold to Low Fell Coaches. 

 

Richard Smiles and Danny Howard report that new MAN A66 / Alexander 
deliveries to stagecoach North East now encompass 39657-73 
(NJ08CRX/Z/SF/O/U/V/X-Z/TE/F/K/O/U/V/X/Y), with only 39674/5 



(NJ08CTZ/UA) outstanding for Hartlepool. Steven Hodgson demonstrates 
through the above photo that reports of the demise of Dennis Dart / Alexander 
32714 (K714PCN) may have been exaggerated! It is now back in service, 
freshly refurbished and repainted. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Veolia North East have Optare Solo MX05EMK 
in use. 

Some items of local interest currently on ebay (thanks to Andrew Rasmussen 
for spotting some of these) are Tees Valley Coaches Leyland Olympian / 
ECW D129FYM, JSB Travel Mercedes 709 / Plaxton K600VOY and ex 
Busways Dennis Lance / Plaxton 1202 (M202DRG). 

14/05/08 

 

Stuart Gray reports the arrival at Arriva North East of Dennis Dart / Plaxton 
M189/93/7YKA, M211YKD from Arriva Merseyside. Ray Barber confirms 
these as being loans, while Stuart, together with Neil Wise report that the first 
three are retaining their existing numbers, with 1189/93 (M189/93YKA) at 
Darlington, 1197 (M197YKA) at Bishop Auckland and M211YKD (presumably 
as 0211 or 2211) at Loftus. 

Changes and movements contyinue apace at Go North East. Steven 
Hodgson, LW, KS and "Slimlinesolo" report that white MPD 532 (NA52AVU) 
is currently working for Deptford, sister 506 (X506WRG) is now pink, while 
515 (NK51MJU) is white, as is DAF SB120 / Wright 8260 (NK04FPE). Optare 
Sigma 4779 (L479CFT) is reinstated at Winlaton ex driver training, while 
Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 4993 (S590KJF) has moved to Percy Main, 
displacing Volvo B10B / Alexander 4875 (N950TVK) to Ashington. At 
Ashington, Lynx II 4998 (J657UHN) is now confirmed as out of use, while 
Leyland Tiger / East Lancs 4994 (C141SPB), which had been laid up, is again 
in use for now at least. Optare Delta 4792 (M792HCU) is now at Ashington, 
but sister 4759 (K759RBB) is off the road. SPD 8162 (S362ONL) is now at 
Chester-le-Street. 



 

Richard Smiles reports the delivery of further MAN A66 / Alexander at 
Stagecoach North East. These latest examples are 39666-9 
(NJ08CTE/F/K/O) and it would seem that these are among those Enviro 200s 
being bodied at Plaxtons in Scarborough using kits from Falkirk. Chris Hall 
reports that MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22210/1 (T210/1TND) are both now in 
service at Stockton. Steven Hodgson illustrates Volvo B10M / Alexander 
20724 (K724DAO) in its new advert livery for SunFM. 

11/05/08 

 

Arriva North East Optare Metrorider 2624 (P624FHN) is now back at 
Peterlee, taking the place of Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1641 (S641KHN), 
which is now listed for disposal after its accident. John Robinson reports that 
Darlington yesterday had Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7424 (M688HPF) on 
loan from Durham for the Darlington Football contract. Thanks to everyone 
who has reported that Redcar have DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4063 (S705KFT) 
on loan from Stockton for the 93. 



 

A wealth of information on Go North East has been provided by Paul 
Moseley, LW, Steven Hodgson, KS and "Gazza", backed up by my own 
sightings and info from the GNE website. New Mercedes Citaros delivered for 
the "Laser" 35 are 5298/9/302/3/6/7 (NK08CHC/D/H/J/O/V), and these have 
started to enter service today at Deptford. Mini Pointer Dart 517 (NK51MJX) is 
now at Percy Main, where Optare Solos 448/9/57/63 (S248/9KNL, 
T457/9BCN) are now withdrawn. MPDs 8187-9/98 (V187-6/98ERG) are now 
at Stanley, replacing Optare Solos 450/1/66/9 (S250/1KNL, T466/9BCN). The 
MPDs are mainly used on the MC1 and MC2, but Solos still appear on these. 
Other MPDs moved are 535 (NA52AWX), now at Winlaton and 521/71/2 
(NK51MKD, NK53TMV/X) now at Deptford. The recent arrival of the SPDs at 
Chester-le-Street has seen service 34/34A also grow to full-size and Dennis 
Dart SLF / Marshall 576/7 (T101/2KGP) move to Washington and 578 
(T103KGP) move to Deptford. Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4911 (W411SCU) is on 
loan from Gateshead to Percy Main, while sister 4925 (X935WGR) is reported 
to have been refurbished, as have Dennis Trident / Plaxton 3888/9 
(NK51UCR/S), the latter also repainted. SPD 8207 (V207ERG) is now 
equipped for towing at Percy Main. The use of Metrorider 484 (R92HUA) as 
an additional crew bus (now debranded) at Deptford is explained by the fact 
that one of their crew-buses is now used as a crew rest-room at Peterlee each 
day. Marshall Minibus 483 (P459EFL) is sold and Leyland Lynx II 4998 
(J658UHN) is withdrawn. Former OK/GNE Volvo B6 8403 (L403FVN - now 
TLZ9424) today appeared at the POPS Potteries rally and running day, now 
with Procters, Hanley. 



 

My own and Danny Howard's sightings confirm the delivery of Stagecoach 
North East new MAN A66 / Alexander 39657-63 (NJ08CRX/Z/SF/O/U/V/X). 
39663 is at Hartelpool for familiarisation, with the others under preparation at 
the Wheatsheaf. Danny also notes the return to use at Sunderland of Dennis 
Dart / Alexander 32633 (P633PGP), while sisters 32714/20 (K714/20PCN) 
are under cannibalisation at Slatyford. 

 

An interesting sighting yesterday was of Veolia North East "Link Up" Optare 
Solo YJ56AUM on the 516 in Hartlepool - it is fairly rare for these vehicles to 
leave Tyne and Wear. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Redby, Sunderland, who were recently forced 
into administration, continue to operate and have had some fleet changes. In 
use are Leyland Tiger / Plaxton CIB3202 and Van Hool coach (Scania or DAF 
chassis?) E925GRG. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Snaiths, Otterburn have new Volvo B12M / 
Plaxton YN08NKT/X and Mercedes Vario / Plaxton YN08NKZ. 



Ian Hignett passes on a report that Gardiners, Spennymoor have sold their 
coaching arm to MNC, Ashington. The bus repair business continues 
seperately. 

John Tyson confirms the welcome demolition of Seaham Harbour bus station, 
as structure that will be missed by few. 

05/05/08 

 

Alex Kennedy and Lee-James Worsfold report that Arriva North East have 
moved Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 2670 (R792DUB) into Redcar, seemingly as 
a summer loan to compensate for extra service 93 requirements, and Alex 
has noted Optare Metrorider 906 (R906JNL) on loan from Redcar to Loftus. 

 

LW, KS and "Gazza" report a number of Go North East snippets. New 
Mercedes Citaro 5298 (NK08CHC) appeared at the Metrocentre rally with 
Laser branding, which somehoe doesn't look quite as "right" as the Citylink 
version. SPD 8166 (S366ONL) is now green and at Chester-le-Street and 
these vehicles are now in operation of the 71. MPDs 501-3 (X501-3WRG) are 
now at Percy Main (501 still in fleet livery) and these have displaced Pink 
Panthers Solos.  

 

Danny Howard notes that Stagecoach North East currently have Volvo 
B10M / Alexander 20724 (K724DAO), Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20252 
(M552SPY) and Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32769 (M769DRG) in the paintshop, 
20724 seemingly receiving a special livery of some sort. Steven Hodgson 
reports that Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 21154 (R254KRG) is another moved 



from Stockton to South Shields. Former Cleveland Transit Bristol VR / 
Northern Counties 108 (RDC108R) is for sale on ebay. Thanks to Phil Logie 
for spotting this. One time TWPTE Leyland Atlantean / Willowbrook SFC4P 
failed to meet its reserve on ebay, being sold by Hartlepool Families First. 

Ian Singleton provides a potential correction to his earlier report on Procters, 
Bedale. The new vehicle would appear to be Van Hool T9 YJ08EBP. 


