
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News May 2009 

 
  

 

29/05/09 

 

Colin Davidson, Adam Nicholson, Neil Watson and Neil Wise record the 
arrival at Arriva North East's  Ashington depot of Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 7364 (S648KJU). Service changes on Teesside this weekend are 
expeced to see Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1646-8 (R421-3COO) move from 
Redcar to Stockton and Optare Metroriders 881/3/2627/723 (N881/3RTN, 
P627FHN, R723MHN) withdrawn. Also, Scania Omnicity 4648 (NK05GXB) 
and Optare Prisma 3003 (M303SAJ) should return home to Redcar. Stuart 
Gray reports that the white VDL SB200 demonstrator has now moved on, 
while Lee Wardle illustrates Dennis Dart / plaxon 1688 (J468OKP) working for 
Hexham. Scania N113 / East Lancs 7381/2 (N381/2OTY) have gone to 
Ensignbus for resale. 

 



A number of MPD movements have taken place at Go North East . 618/9 
(NK55RUV/W) are now at Winlaton ex Stanley, displacing 486/573 
(V186ERG, NK53TMY) to Deptford. 572 (NK53TMX) is now at Ashington, 
along with Optare Solo 613 (NM02DNU) - thanks to Lee and Gazza for the 
reports. MPD 607 (W928PTS) has joined 608/9 (W869YNB, W769URP) in 
yellow (note the lack of a maroon skirt) as illustrated by Steven hodgson and 
Dan Annis. Many people report that Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4904/5 
(W904/5RBB) are now white ex Lime livery, while the main Lime vehciles are 
gaining cycle carrying facilities as illustrated by Steven Hodgson. Lee Wardle 
and Chris Thompson note that Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3825/31/910 (S825/31OFT, R553LGH) are now yellow. KS has found photo 
on the internet that confirms that Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 3807 
(F107UEF) has sadly met its end - link to UK Bus & Coach Fotopic Site. 

 

Peter Nardone reports that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe  have added Volvo 
Olympian / Northern Counties P169BTV to stock ex Arriva Derby (via Stafford 
Bus Centre), along with Volvo B10B / Wright L510TKA, which is ex Arriva 
North West (also via Stafford). This joins sisters L509/12TKA here. John 
Robinson illustrates Volvo B12B / Plaxton YN05UUZ, which has been in stock 
a while bus now wears full livery ex white. 

 

John Robinson notes one of teh new Setras at National Holidays, 
Washington  as NH09MRH. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Lee Wardle report that JSB, Coundon  have new 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 YX09FHN in stock. 



 

Lee Wardle reports that A Coach Company, Seaton Burn  have added 
Scania K124T / Irizar NUI5275 and Leyland Tiger / Plaxton TJI7520 to stock. 
David Little reports that the Scania has been under refurbishment at 
Gardiners since 2006. 

18/05/09 

 

Alex Kennedy and others report that Arriva North East's  Redcar depot has 
continued to borrow vehciles from other depots en masse recently, with as 
many as seven vehicles on one particular day, providing much enthusiast 
interest. Redcar have gained MPD 1727 (V727DNL) from Darlington to 
replaced 1725 (V725DNL) and have ex Bishop Auckland Optare Vecta 1541 
(L541FHN) to allow Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1688 (J468OKP) to move to 
Hexham for a school service that has outgrown an MPD, freeing up MPD 
1732 (V732DNL) to move to Jesmond. Also at Redcar ex Bishop Auckland is 
senior Optare Delta 4097 (G258UVK), as pictured by Jason Nelles. Steven 
Hodgson reports that DAF SB220GS / Ikarus 4076 (T76AUA) is at last in 
service at Blyth. Long sold Leyland Olympian / ECW 224 (AEF224Y) 
continues to give sterling service for Confidence, Leicester and was one of the 
stars of an Olympian enthusiasts tour on Saturday. 

 



Gary Mitchelhill and Steven Hodgson report that Stagecoach North East  
have swapped Slatyford MAN A66 / Alexander 39722 (NK09EPU) for sister 
39710 (NK58AGU) of South Shields. Chris Redpath and Steven Hodgson 
report that Volvo B10M / Alexander 20105/6/15/7 (N205/6/15/7LTN) have 
been sold to Ensign along with Northern Counties bodied 20247/8/50-2 
(M547/8/50-2SPY), while Danny Howard reports 20703/16/23/6/9 
(K703/16/23/6/9DAO) as also heading there. Dennis Dart / Alexander 32622 
(P622PGP) is in reserve and canibalised, while Plaxton-bodied 32751 
(L751VNL) is listed for disposal and 32721/7/30-3/49/50/66 (K721PCN, 
K727PNL, L730-3/49/50VNL, M766DRG) are all sold, mainly to Trevor Wigley 
& Son. 

Chris Redpath reports that Go North East  have sold Optare Solo 459 
(T459BCN), Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 485 (Y475TSU), Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 3807 (F107UEF), Optare Delta 4759/90/1 (K759LBB, 
M790/1HCU), Optare Sigma 4779/82 (L479/82CFT) and Dennis Lance / 
Alexander 4768 (J110SPB) to Ripley, Carlton. The GNE website notes that 
the company is to open a new operating centre in Peterlee for its East 
Durham operation. Lee Wardle reports that MPDs 608/9 (W869YNB, 
W769URP) are at Stanley in yellow for Venture services, while sister 572 
(MK53TMX) is operating for Ashington. He and Dan Annis report that Volvo 
Olympian / Northern Counties 3825/933 (S825OFT, R392LGH) are now 
yellow. John Tyson and BS have noted former GNE Optare Deltas 4740/2 
(G740/2RTY) on ebay recently. 

 

Paul Thompson reports the latest vehicle to join his ever-impressive Leven 
Valley  fleet as Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 3 (T13GAJ) "St Bede". Richard 
Smiles and Steven Hodgson both illustrate this smart looking vehcile. 

Paul Ogilvie reports that National Holidays, Washington  have at least six 
new Setras on stock. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that the vehicles of Perryman, Berwick  now carry 
fleetnumbers, as illustrated by MAN A66 / MCV 045 (AJ58PZC). 



 

Steven Hodgson notes that Glen Valley Tours, Wooler  have added 
Mercedes Vario / Plaxton YR52MBY to stock. 

Steven Hodgson reports that Astley Ashington  managed a morning's use 
from Dennis Dart / Wright J944MFT before the engine expired. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Rothbury Motors  have added DAF SB230 / 
Plaxton JJZ2168 to stock. 

 

Former Continental Coaches, Stockton  Bristol VR / ECW AHU518V, which 
has since served as a soup kitchen in Middlesbrough and was most recently 
seen parked on a far in Haswell, is now in preservation in the Bristol area. 

 

Steven Hodsgon notes that former Weardale, Stanhope  DAF SB220GS / 
Ikaurs W666WMS is now with K&J (York Pullman), York, joining a trio of ex 
GNE Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall. 

Steven Hodsgon notes that Garfield, Annitsford  have VW minibus 
CU08HTK in stock. 



06/05/09 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted Arriva North East  new VDL SB200 / Wright 1428 
(NK09EKD) at Bishop Auckland. Scania Omnicity 4648 (NK05GXB) and 
Optare Prisma 3003 (M303SAJ) are on loan from Redcar to Stockton to work 
a turn each on services 63 and 64/64A. MPD 1761 (NK05GVY) is at 
Darlington ex Stockton and sister 1727 (V727DNL) is due to move to Redcar 
ex Darlington to replace accident damaged 1725 (V725DNL). Dennis Dart 
SLF / Plaxton 1621/35/46/7/9/51 (S621/35KHN, R421/2/4/6COO) are at 
Redcar ex Bishop Auckland, Optare Vectas 1534/41/3/52/4 (L534/41/3FHN, 
M501/3AJC) are all now listed for disposal, as are Optare Prismas 3008/12/3 
(N806XHN, N512/3XVN) and Optare Metroriders 905/12, 2640, 2739 
(R905/12JNL, P640FHN, N802BKN). Optare Metrorider 2701 (R701MHN) 
has preplaced 920 (R920JNL) at Bishop Auckland. Daniel Duffy notes that 
Scania N113 / East Lancs 7383 (N383OTY) has moved to Ashington. Lee 
Wardle and Steven Hodgson note that VDL SB200 / Wright 1408-10 are 
branded for Coastliner. 

 

Mark Westgarth's ex Go North East  MCW Metrobus 3771 (C771OCN) made 
a sparkling debut at the Metrocentre rally on Sunday, looking rather fine in 
Go-Ahead Gateshead livery. 

Steven Hodgson reports that former Stagecoach North East  Dennis Dart / 
Alexander 32742 (L742VNL) is now with Tates, Barnsley. 



 

New at Henry Cooper, Annitsford  is rather fine Volvo B12RT / Plaxton Elite 
671MBB. It is beleived to be the only example in the north of the country and, 
as David Gambles' photo shows, features a rather sumptuous interior. 

 

In stock at Scarlet band, West Cornforth  for additional work in Darlington is 
Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano KM51BFY. 

Lee Wardle notes that Astley, Ashington  have Dennis Dart / Wright 
J944MFT in stock, following breif preservation. 


