The Latest News November 2006

29/11/06

Steven Hodgson, Andrew Scott, Ross Sherwood and Neil Wise have all sent
in updates from Stagecoach North East. Mercedes 709 / Alexander 40491
(N341KKH) has gained branding (reportedly called "route advertising”
internally) for services 4/5 in Newcastle. MCW Metrobus open-topper 15917
(SAG517W) is being stripped for spares and is to go for scrap, while Dennis
Dart / Alexander 32579 (K579NHC) remains in use at Darlington. Additionally,
David Hemsley tells me that Leyland Atlantean EJR111W, owned by the
group of which he is secretary, is now respendent in Newcastle Busways
livery. | can confirm it looks lovely!

Gary Mitchelhill tells me that Go North East Scania L94UB / Wright 4929
(Y929ERG) is another painted blue. The VOSA site is showing another glut of
service changes from January, including the X2-X5 group.

27/11/06

Dave reports that Arriva North East/Northumbria's next driver trainers (the
Lynxes will not meet new legislation from April next year) are to be some of
the Volvo B6s from Bishop Auckland. Equipment such as a tachograph and
ABS will be required and it is understood that the B6s may require lengthened
bumpers to make them long enough to meet the new rules. Possibly
connected to this, 4531-3 (L201/10/6TKA) are due to move to Scotland -
presumably this is to allow the Lynx trainers there to be retired? Dave also
reports that Scania N113 / Northern Counties 7256 (N1810OYH) is over the
pits at Blyth, so looks likely top make a return to service soon (it had been
damaged by fire and the bodywork repaired, but has been sat engineless for
some time). Paul Francis reports that Volvo B6s 4534/5 (L219/20TKA) are
currently in use at Peterlee.

The latest movements at Go North East, as reported by their excellent
website, see Optare Deltas 4756/7 (K756/7SBB) become driver trainers, while
4791/2 (M791/2HCU) are reinstated at Winlaton. Volvo B10B / Plaxton 4814



(N814WGR) is reinstated to Deptford, while Dennis Dart / Marshall 8108/24
(M818GFT, N124WBR) are now at Gateshead.

Chris Redpath has kindly provided an update on movements at Stagecoach
North East. Dennis Darts removed from service are
32112/7/21/5/6/7/9/33/4/579/712/62/6 (K112/7/21/5/6/7/9/33/4ASRH,
K579NHC, K712PCN, L762ARG, M766DRG), while 32745 (L745VNL) is
reinstated to Walkergate and 32658/9 (P458/9EEF) are now shown officially
as both Darlington ast Slatyford! Volvo B10B / Plaxton 21032 (L32HHN) joins
sister 31031 stored, while Mercedes 709 / Alexander 40484/98 (N484/98RVK)
are reinstated to repalce sister 40481/9 (N481/89RVK) at Slatyford. Leyland
Olympian / Alexander 14615/46 (C615/46LFT), Leyland Lynx 1l 29627
(K627YVN), Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32702 (J702KCU) and Dennis Dart /
Alexander 32564/703/10 (K564NHC, K703/10PCN) are all sold to Ensign.

25/11/06

James Ingram tells me that Arriva Tees & District have had Redcar's Optare
Metrorider 886 (N886RTN) at Loftus for several days and sister 906
(R906JNL) in Whitby - Alex Kenneddy confirms these back at Redcar. Alex
also tells me that Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1650 (R425COQ) has now
vanished from Loftus - presumed gone for repaint etc.

& Steven Hodgson

Steven Hodgson has supplied the above photo illustrating the shade of blue
now applied to Go North East Scania L94UB / Wright 4926/7 (Y926/7ERG).
He and Glenn Scott both point out that these seem destined for whatever the
FAB57 turns out to be (expected to replace the 57/533/557 in some form or
other).

Steven Hodgson supplies the above photo of Munro, Jedburgh MAN 14.220
/ MCV AEO6VPO which was on the 710 today.

James Ingram tells me that Dixons, Annfield Plain are no longer breaking
buses, but retain their preserved vehicles.



20/11/06

Gary Mitchelhill reports that Go North East Scania L94UB / Wright 4927
(Y927ERG) has been painted blue - a shade much like that used by some
Metro Trains.

Seen at Jeff's Bus Lane

John Atkin passes the above photo from his anonymous informant (thank
you!) of one of Stagecoach in Newcastle's ex Teesside B10Ms in a new
black liver for services X77/8 - very smart!

Steven Hodgson tells me that Stagecoach in Sunderland have responded to
competition from Go NE with new service 12 which paralells part of their 33.
This will include a flat 50p fare for December!

In stock at Style Travel, Peterlee is Volvo B10M / Plaxton T531EUB.

17/11/06

Arriva Durham County Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7429 (M693HPF) is
seen above with its new lowheight Alexander top section. In spite of the upper
deck windows being shallower than those on the lower deck, it looks less odd
than might be expected and also looks to have been repaired well from the
inside. | can confirm, however, that upper deck headroom is now reduced
(ouch)! MPDs 1701/3 (T701RCN, V703DNL) are confirmed in use at Durham.
Also note that service 46 Durham - Crook remains interworked with the 6
Durham - Bishop Auckland, such that one set of buses works the 6/8/8B/46
and another the 5/5A/6 in seperate cycles. Additionally Bishop Auckland now
work at least one bus on the 56 (timetable suggests at least two).



Andrew Tyldsley kindly informs me that Go North East's Stanley depot is to
have a total of 14 B10BLEs painted green and 15 orange! Winlaton are
swapping their Cadets (8242-8) for SPDs from Deptford (8213-8/22) for
comonality. Andrew also reports that the first of the new vehicles should arrive
early in the new year.

Dunn-Line (Durham) have additional Optare Solo YJ56AUM. If the previous
sighting of AUX was in fact AUK, then this would mean that all 10 are
delivered. Otherwise there is one extra!

Steven Hodgson has been down to Low Fell, Gateshead and reports that
Volvo B10M / East Lancs PJI5631 is in stock. This was new in 1984 as a
coach, but was rebodied by East Lancs as a double decker for Dunn-Line,
Nottingham in 1997. He also noted ex Go North East Leyland Tiger / Plaxton
5102 (C102PCN) on the premises and cacught up with ex Metrobus Dennis
Trident / East Lancs V415KMY.

Steven Hodgson has also been down to Weardale, Stanhope. He reports
previously unseen (by me, at least!) Neoplan coach YNO6FXR and the
repaints of Metrobus C7770CN and Leyland Olympian / Alexander J640CEV
(plus an unidentifiable ex Stagecoach example) into the smart fleet livery.

16/11/06



Steven Hodgson provides the above image of Arriva Northumbria Volvo
B7TL / Alexander 7446 (NKO5GWY) which has recently arrived at Jesmond
from Darlington as expected, following the introduction of the 713 reducing the
need for double deckers on the 723.

Steven Hodgson provides information from Mark McCann that Kingsleys,
Birtley have new 9.9m Mercedes-engined Optare Solo MX56AAO0.

Steven Hodgson has provided the above photo of Northumbria Coaches
Optare Metrorider R92HUA with branding for the Cobalt Connection -
compare with Arriva's.

13/11/06
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Between them, Steven Hodgson and Colin Davidson report the entry into
service today of Arriva Northumbria MPDs 1800/1 (NK56HKV/W) and the
start of Arriva Durham County service X21, using specially branded MPDs.
Those noted so far are 1763/70/1.




Steven Hodgson has also supplied the above photo of Stanley Taxis Optare
Solo VUO2TTK, now vinyled-up. Note the rather competetive destination
display!

11/11/06

Neil Wise reports that Arriva Northumbria's coaching unit is to be sold to
Classic in early December.

Jedf Tatmersall Medcar SR

Neil Wise also reports that Arriva Durham County Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4536/7
(L232/5TKA) are to temporarily move to Darlington pending the arrival of
Metroriders 889/912 (N889RTN, R912JNL) from Northumbria. Additionaly,
Andrew Tyldsley reports that Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4535 (L220TKA)is back in
use at Bishop Auckland having spent some time parked up at Stockton. Dave
P reports that some of Durham's "05" registered MPDs have been branded for
the X21 Durham - Newcatsle that starts on Monday - one of tehse could be
1770, as Wayne Picknett reports thatthis is now back home at Durham having
been on loan to Redcar for two extended periods. Gary Mitchelhill confirms
that Dennis Dart / Northern Counties 1689 (L114YVK) has now moved up to
Scotland West.

Go North East have deregistered their "Pink Panthers" service D4 from the
turn of the year. Andrew Sewell has heard rumours that the Optare Solos from
the D4 may be destined for Percy Main. Steven Hodgson reports that the
purple Scanias are now fully banded for the "Prince Bishops" service 20 (see
his photo above) and that Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4901 (W901RBB) is another
in green.

lan Wilson reports that The Eden, West Auckland have Leyland National 2
CKB166X on temporary loan. It is owned by an Arriva driver and will be
preserved.



Steven Hodgson notes that Redby, Sunderland are ceasing to operate their
133 service and the above picture shows Optare Solo R13DBY making a rare,
last-minute appearance.

09/11/06

Neil Wise reports that Arriva Northumbria's Jesmond depot currently houses
Leyland Lynx Il 5013 (J653UHN) which, along with 5012 (J652UHN) has just
returned from loan to Arriva Scotland West.

| have updated my Go North East fleetlist in line with the latest changes (e.g.
4978 being at Gateshead - thanks to Steven Hodgson for the above picture)
and it now incorporates indication of route branding and special liveries (not
counting those vehicles which still have the remains of old branding) in
manner that should be fairly easy to understand.

Richard Smiles has confirmed that the full list of Volvo B1OBLEs for
Stagecoach on Teesside is now 21101-5/41/2/7-9/51/3-6 (P601-5JBU,
R241/2/7-9/51/3-6KRG). Steven Hodgson has supplied the above photo of
Volvo B10M / Plaxton 20250 (M550SPY) working in Newcastle. This vehicle
was often used in leiu of regular (faster) sister 20251 on the 100 Coulby
Newham - Newcastle/Metrocentre not that long ago, so is not quite a stranger
to Newcastle!



Steven Hodgson has noted a further Optare Solo with Dunn Line (Durham),
this being YJ56AUK.

05/11/06

Craig Bell reports that Arriva Northumbria's two new MPDs at Ashington
1800/1 are registered NK56HKV/W. He also notes that Metrorider 2601
(M621PDP) is under repaint at Jesmond, where Dennis Dart / Northern
Counties 1691 (L149YVK) had just been completed for Scotland West. This
was due to head north today, and sightings from Gary Mitchelhill (who is
holidaying in Scotland) suggest it has.

Neil Wise and Alex Kennedy report that Arriva Durham County Optare
Metrorider 938 (N221BAL) has entered service at Darlington. MCW Metrobus
611 (GYE396W), which has replaced 604 (KYV646X) at Durham, has now
had a full destination display reinstated.

Go North East have repainted Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4896 (V986ETN) in
green. This appears to be similar to the highwayman shade, but to my eyes at
least looked slightly less "yucky".

The Eden have taken re-delivery of two former owned vehicles, Leyland
Leopards PPT 445/6P. These two Plaxton Derwent 1 vehicles were supplied
new to The Eden in 1976 and were fleet numbered Leopard 12 and 14 (there
was never a 13, though in later years a tow truck did get L13 applied to it).
After years of sterling service at The Eden, they were sold; L12 went to
Appleby's in Lincs and L14 went to Bygone Bus Company in Kent. Former
Eden driver Steven Foster saved both vehicles in 1995/6 and they have been
stood in a farmers field at Lartington, nr Barnard castle for the past 9 years.
Steven Foster has very kindly gifted both vehicles to Graeme Scarlett at The
Eden and it is hoped that Leopard 14 will be back on the road in time for The
Eden's 80th anniversary in 2007. Leopard14 was started on 1st Nov for the
1st time in 9 years.



Noted today in stock with Stanley Taxis is Optare Solo VUO2TTK ex
Stringers, Pontefract.

Steven Oliver reports two new deliveries to Perrymans, Berwick. The first is
Optare Solo MX56AAN, while the second is Mercedes Vario / Plaxton (new
version of the Beaver with the Cheetah front) YNS60RP. Optare Metrorider
M865KCU has contined in use of late.

02/11/06

Dave P reports that Arriva Durham County have Dennis Dart / Northern
Counties 1689 (L114YVK) at Peterlee. This is one of four that were in the
process of moving from Yorshire to Scotland West.

It can be confirmed that Arriva Northumbria are to renumber VDL SB200 /
Wright 1801-3 (NK53HHX-Z) as 1961-3. There are a number of allocation
changes due within Arriva NE / Northumbria over the next week or so - details
will be incorporated into the fleetlist at the next update.

D Taylor confirms that the vehicles that have moved from Go North East's
Deptford depot to Gateshead are Volvo B7RLE / Wright 4978-82
(NK54NUH/J/M/O/P) and Scania L94UB / Wright 4937/8 (NK510KV/X). He
also adds that Volvo B1lOBLEs 4910-3/23-5 (W491/11SCU,
X912/3/23/4/135WGR) now have catalytic converters to make them suitable for
Nexus contracts requiring Euro Ill emmissions standards. Steven Hodgson
reports that Deptford-based Scania L94UB / Wright 4967/8 (NK53UNT/U) are
now white as spares for the "fab" 56 and forthcoming "Prince Bishops" 20.



Steven Hodgson and Gary Mitchelhill both report that various operators,
including First Choice, Stanley and Kingsley, Birtley have been providing
Metro replacements over the last few days (weekday daytimes, unusually)
due to a line closure between Newcastle and Wallsend.



