
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News November 2007 

 
  

 

30/11/07 

 

Arriva Durham County have enhanced the look of Optare Prismas 3004/12 
(M304SAJ, N512XVN) by the fitment of LED destiantions. The orange text 
matches the route branding rather well. 

Wayne Picknett reports that Arriva Teesside Optare Metrorider 2615 
(P615FHN) has been placed into store at Redcar. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Danny Howard both report that Stagecoach North East 
Volvo B10M / Alexander 20722 (K722DAO) is now operating for Walkergate 
after a very breif spell at South Shields ex Sunderland. Danny also reports 
that the final Scania N113 / Alexander 28901 (F901JRG) is now delicenced at 
the back of Stalyford depot. 

Tony Walshaw kindly provides some updates for Compass Royston, 
Stockton. Mercedes Touros BU53AXM and BX04NBB now wear David 
Urquhart livery ex Leger Holidays, while Volvo B12 / Jonkherre NV51YFU is 
out of service with fire damage. Mercedes 709 / Alexander E91LBV is now 
withdrawn. Service 57 Norton Grange - North Tees Hospital finished during 
November. 



 

Joe Curry reports that Enterprise Travel, Darlington have new Bova Futura 
YJ57EYY. 

A vehilce not previously noted with Alan Madrell, Co. Durham is Volvo B10M 
/ Van Hool (later style) M4PCV. The registration reflects the use of Alan 
Madrell's vehicles for driver training during the week. 

An interesting sighting today was of a former British Airways three-door 
Optare Delta J857MLC in a small yard by the McDonalds restaurant at 
Thinford. It was painted silver and appeared to have had its offside doors 
panelled over. It was not clear who owned it, but there was a trailer in the yard 
with the name "TDK Travel"  on it. 

26/11/07 

Neil Wise and Stuart Gray report that Arriva Durham County Dennis Dart / 
Plaxton 1686 (J220HGY) has now moved to Darlington. Ian Wilson has noted 
reserve-fleet Leyland Olympian / ECW 7221 (D157FYM) working for Durham. 

 

Gary Mitchelhill and Nathan Brown report that Go North East DAF SB120 / 
Wright 8245 is the second one repainted claret. Steven Hodgson notes that 
Go North East services are now using the re-lined Metrocentre bus station 
exit as an entrance but some of the other operators are not as yet. 

 

Danny Howard reports that Stagecoach North East Dennis Dart / Alexander 
32721 (K721PCN) has been refurbished, including dot matrix destination. 
Steven Hodgson notes that sister 32761 (L761ARG) is also in receipt of a dot 



matrix display and his photo shows the new above-window lettering now 
applied to many SCNE vehicles. 

 

Steven Oliver has provided an update on goings on in the borders. First are 
operating Ferrymill Motors B7RLE / Wright FJ07AAZ into the area, on loan to 
cover for a vehicle under repair, while Travelsure have MPD MX56HYN. 

20/11/07 

 

Neil Wise and John Robinson report that Arriva Durham County have had 
vehicles in Darlington Market Place on Saturday and Monday to ask the public 
for comments and ideas on bus services in Darlington. Jesmond's Volvo 
B10BLE / Alexander 4519 (W295PPT) was used on Saturday and Blyth's 
MPD 1773 (NK05GWU) was used on Monday. In Darlington, Feethams have 
had loan of Dennis Dart / Alexander 1671 (M301AMC) from Faverdale, breifly. 

 

Steven Hodgson kindly provides the above photo of Go North East 8243 in 
it's new claret colourscheme. LW has noted MPD 532 repainted white and 
Dennis Lance / Plaxton 4774 (L141YTY) now at Ashington. 

Steven Hodgson provides a correction - it is Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 21150 
(R250KRG) that Stagecoach North East have transferred to South Shields, 
rather than 21140. Neil Watson has noted Volvo B10M / Alexander 20726 
(K726DAO) working for Walkergate. 



 

LW reports that NMC, Ashington have taken Neoplan Skyliner WIW4748 ex 
Pygalls, Peterlee for re-sale. 

16/11/07 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4083 
(J926CYL) is now back at Bishop Auckland with its new engine. He is also in 
the process of collating information, photos etc on The Eden with a view to 
writing a book on their history. Anyone who has anything to offer should 
contact edenbook@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

Many thanks to Andrew Tyldsley, Steven Hodgson and Neil Wise for providing 
photos of the Optare Versa demonstrator 9169 (YJ57EHU) on loan to Go 
North East. It would be nice to see some of these fine machines purchased! 
Steven Hodgson and Nathan Brown report that DAF SB120 / Wright 8243 
(NA52BUV) has been repainted in a colour described variously as "plum" or 
"purple". It is not yet known what route this is for. 

 

Anth has kindly provided the above photo, showing the illuminated advert 
panel on Stagecoach North East Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 19203 to 



good effect. Steven Hodgson reports that Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 21140 
(R240KRG) has turned up at South Shields depot. 

13/11/07 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County again have DAF SB220 / 
Ikarus 4086 (J413NCP) at Bishop Auckland, followoing the failure of Optare 
Vecta 1535 (L535FHN). Reserve-fleet Leyland Olympian / ECW 7224 
(D146FYM) has failed while in use at Bishop Auckland and a replacement is 
expected. Also, Vecta 1509 (K509BHN) now seems unlikely to reach Bishop 
Auckland, as it has suffered engine failure. Neil Wise reports that Dennis Dart 
/ Plaxton 1670 (M770DRG) is now working for Darlington (Feethams) ex 
Faverdale. 

 

Anth kindly provides details of the latest movements at Stagecoach North 
East. MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22214/5/468/666 (T214/5TND, T468BNL, 
V166OEF) have moved from Walkergate to Sunderland. Also, Danny Howard 
has noted Volvo B10M / Alexander 20117 (N217LTN) now working for 
Slatyford. 

 

The Go North East website shows that they have an Optare Versa 
demonstrator on loan for two weeks at Gateshead for the 53 and 54. It also 
shows that the last step-entrance Darts have been sold. It is reported that 
Scania L94UB / Wright 5224 (NK54NVX) is now black and that MPD 530 
(NA52AWP) is silver. Graeme Warnes has noted that Scania L94UB / Wright 
4943 (NK51OLG) is now working for Deptford. 

 



Seaham Harbour bus station closed after operation on Sunday 11th 
November. Its "facilities" will be missed by few! 

 

The 10th anniversary of the end of Bristol RE operation by Hartlepool 
Transport was commemorated on Sunday, with 93 (JAJ293N) recreating the 
final runs. 

 

Steven Oliver reports that Travelsure, Seahouses have won the contract for 
service 34 Berwick - Duns. 

05/11/07 

 

Some interesting movements are in the process of occurring at Arriva North 
East / Northumberia. Optare Delta 4015 (K415BHN), DAF SB220 / Ikarus 
4086 (J413NCP), Optare Vecta 1514 (K514BHN) and Optare Metrorider 2642 
(P642FHN) are to form a special reserve fleet at Ashington, though at the 
current time 2642 remians in use at Redcar and 1514 similarly at Loftus 
(along with 1524 - pictured above - which has been officially in reserve for 
many months). With the end of summer timetables on the 93, DAF SB3000 / 
Plaxton 1208 (V208DJR) has returned to Loftus and Optare Vecta 1509 
(K509BHN) is due to move to Bishop Auckland, displacing Dennis Dart / 
Plaxton 1686 (J220HGY) to Darlington and DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4084 
(J927CYL) to disposal. A number of Metroriders have been swapped between 
the service fleet and the disposal list, while, more significantly, Optare Vectas 
1510/2/3/25/48/50 (K510/2/3BHN, L525FHN, L548/50GHN) are all now listed 
for disposal. 



Stagecoach on Teesside now have Dennis Dart / Alexander 32655 
(P455EEF) in service after many months out of use at Darlington. 

Danny Howard reports that Stagecoach in Hartlepool Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 14668 (H668BNL), which has been receiveing mechanical 
attention for some time, is now delicenced and parked up. 

 

Garry Luck has kindly provided the above shot of Optare Tempo 
deomsontrator YJ07EGD on loan to Weardale, Stanhope. The autumnal 
trees really set off the smart lines of the Tempo well. It is excpected to stay 
until Thursday. 

02/11/07 

A combination of sightings by Ian Wilson and information posted by Mark 
Gibbon show thatArriva Teesside now have MPD 1761 (NK05GVY) at 
Stockton and it is expected to replace a Metrorider. The also now have ex 
Alnwick Optare Metrorider 2627 (P627FHN) to see off sister 2614 (P614FHN). 
It would seem that 2627 has been released from Alnwick as a result of DAF 
4086's arrival at Ashington (and presumably 1213 must have returned to 
Alnwick in the process). That said, anything is possible with Arriva! 

 

A big thank you to Anth for providing details of the latest movements at 
Stagecoach North East. Further Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s are 
19193/203 (NK57DVW/WJ), the latter featuring an illuminated advert panel as 
illustrated by Steven Hodgson, with the remainder due in January and 
February of 2008. Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 21143 (R243KRG) is the 
second to go to South Shields, while MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22453/64-7 
(S453OFT, T464-7BNL) have gone to Sunderland. In spite of this, Lynx II 
29629 (K629YVN) was still in use today at Sunderland - I had the pleasure of 
both this and Olympian 14672 (H672BNL) on the 23/24 this afternoon. A very 
interesting report from Gez is that South Shields Volvo Olympian / Alexander 
16733-40 (N733-40LTN) are expected to go to Stagecoach North West at 
Preston for the X2 Liverpool - Preston as B10BLEs displace them from the 



Economic routes. Indeed, he passes on a report that one of them has already 
reached the SCNW paintshop! 

 

A number of people have reported on the latest movements at Go North 
East. My especial thanks to Daz Taylor, Steven Hodgson, Anth and 
"Anonymous". Mercedes Citaro demonstrator BX56VTP is on loan at Deptford 
as 9170 and working mainly on the 35. Gateshead now have ex Stanley Taxis 
Optare Solos 613/5/7 (NM02DNU, VU52UEE, MX53FEF) and also have 
Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3930 (R389LGH), displacing sister 3811 
(S811FVK) to Washington. Scania L94UB / Wright 4943 (NK51OLG) has 
been painted orange - believed to be ahead of an increase in frequency on 
the "Fab 56".  

Stuart Gray has noted that Weardale, Stanhope have Optare Tempo 
demonstrator YJ07EGD on loan. 

Abbey Coaches Bristol RE / ECW GHB146N is now on ebay, should any one 
fancy a punt. 

30/10/07 

Stuart Gray tells me that Arriva Durham County's loaned DAF SB220 / 
Ikarus 0127 (P127RWR) and DAF SB220GS / Ikarus 0793 (T793TWX) were 
returned to Arriva Bus & Coach today and that Volvo B6 / Plaxton 4540 
(L231TKA) was towed off to Arriva Scotland West's Inchinnan depot. Neil 
Wise tells me that Optare Solo demonstrator YJ07VRP has now departed. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East Alexander Dennis 
Enviro 400 19201/2 (NK57DWF/G) are now in service at Walkergate.  

Subject to all of the usual caveats, former Hartlepool Transport Bristol RELL 
/ ECW 93 (JAJ293N) is to mark the 10th Anniversary of the end of RE 
operation in Hartlepool on 11/11/07 by shadowing service 7/7A (15min 
behind) between 3pm and 6.30pm.  



A quick round up on movements at Abbey / A1 Coaches, South Bank 
comes courtesy of reports from John Atkin, Gavin Miller and Ian Wilson. 
Mercedes Sprinter X924GAC and LDV Convoy SJ03FLF have been sold. 
Vehicles scrapped are Bristol VRT / ECW LHG448T, Leyland Tiger / Plaxton 
B336RLS, DAF SB230 / Duple VIL5137, Bristol LH / ECW WHN600M and 
Leyland National 2 NTU15Y. Some interesting vehicles are to be sold on ebay 
shortly. 


