
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News October 2006  

 
  

 

31/10/06 

 

Robert Hall reports that Arriva Northumbria's Hexham depot currently 
houses ex Arriva NW&W Optare Metrorider N272BAL. It is awaiting repaint 
and test before use (presumably as 939). Also, I forgot to mention the 
presence at Ashington on Saturday of the two new MPDs for the 518 Kickstart 
additional journeys between Widdrington Station and Newcastle. These were 
parked in the corner of the yard where the staff park their cars, very much 
away from the main fleet. It is understood that they are numbered 1800/1, 
which will presumably mean that the VDL SB200s will be renumbered soon 
(they remained as 1801-3 on Saturday).  

Wayne Picknett tells me that Arriva Tees & District now have Optare 
Metrorider 880 (N880RTN) at Redcar for spares, following from Darlington 
having removed several parts also. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Andrew Sewell have both alerted me to the latest Go 
North East service changes, which make for interesting reading! The recent 
increase in competition between Go NE and Arriva seems to be making 
Framwellgate Moor and the Arnison Centre the new hot spots to see bulk 
numbers of vehicles! Between them, Baz and Steven report that Percy Main 
have gained SPDs 8162-5 (S862-5ONL) from Gateshead, displacing Cadets 
8270-3 (NK54NKX/Z/LC/D) to Deptford, joined by 8267-9 (NK54NKT/U/W) 
from Gateshead. Gateshead have presumably received some vehicles from 
Deptford in exhange. They also report (and with thanks also due to Steven's 



contact, Richard) that MPDs 511-3, SPDs 8164/233/4/7/8 and Dennis Lance 
SLF 4773 now have Centurion branding. 

Steven Hodgson has alerted me to this page from the Classic, Annfield 
Plain website. It shows a new Volvo B12T / Van Hool Astrobel registered 
WA56ENN. I hope to bring more news from Classic on Sunday. 

 

John Atkin reports that Abbey Coaches, Middlesbrough have now cut-up 
Leyland National 2s GHB223W and KAJ216W, the latter being a former 
Hartlepool Transport machine and pictured above. Dennis Lancet / Duple 
YAY21Y is also removed from stock. 

Steven Hodgson also reports that Kingsley, Birtley now have Dennis Dart 
SLF / MCV PL06TFZ, presumed on loan. 

28/10/06 

 

Neil Wise reports that Arriva Durham County will now not use 2601/2 
(M621/2PDP) at Darlington (change of plan at Arriva), but that these are now 
expected to be used at Ashington (938 likely to head north at some point 
also). Indeed, I noted 2601 at Ashington today (unusued) and Dave reports 
that he may have seen 2602 there also. As such, 887/99/904 are to remain at 
Darlington. 

Bryn McGloin and Ian Wilson both report that Arriva Tees & District Optare 
Prisma 3018 (N518XVN) is the first of it's type to receive an LED destination 
screen. 

 



Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach in South Shields have now 
received further Darts NK56FFO/P, with FFR also due. Fleetnumbers for 
these three are not confirmed. 

Steven Hodgson also passes on the news that ex Northumbria Coaches, 
Ashington Volvo B10M / Plaxton K563/5GSA, which had been used on the 
618, are now with Rennies, Dunfirmline. 

24/10/06 

 

Ian Wilson and Neil Wise both report that Arriva Tees & District have ex 
London Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1650 (R425COO) in service at Loftus, still 
in red. Photo supplied by Neil Wise and taken by one of his contacts. This 
would appear to be temporary. 

23/10/06 

Arriva Durham County have now started to publicise the changes that will 
result from Viva Bishop Auckland and related changes on 12/11/06. While 
some details are a little uncertain (the Arriva publicity is vague in places!) I 
have cobbled together a summary here. Neil Wise also reports that Darlington 
now have Metroriders 938 (N221BAL) and 2601/2 (M621/2PDP) [no, we can't 
quite grasp the fleetnumbering either!] to repalce 887/99/904, of which two are 
reportedly going to Stockton. 

Drivers at Stagecoach in Newcastle and South Shields today staged the 
first of two one-day strikes over pay. Interestingly, managerial staff from 
around the Stagecoach empire (including a bus load from Manchester) were 
drafted in to work a simplified set of routes with a flat 50p fare to try and 
aleviate the disruption to the lives of the customers. 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East services 305/15/6/25/6, upon 
their forthcoming revision, will be named "Centurion". 

Steven also reports that Stanley Taxis Leyland Lynx F295AWW is for sale - 
see link. 

Colin Davidson reports that Travelsure, Seahouses have a second MPD in 
the shape of W559JVV. 



20/10/06 

Michael Greig reports that Arriva Durham County have removed Leyland 
Lynx IIs 5018/9 (J658UHN, H338TYG) from service and confirms that Dart 
1688 (J468OKP) is back at Bishop Auckland.  

Andrew Tyldsley tells me that the eight Go North East Tridents that go to 
Oxford are unlikely to be a clean, tidy block like 3881-8 but more of a mixture. 
He also confirms that Merits 8261-6 will all be painted Highwayman Green. 

 

Steven Hodgson, Sam Edmondson and Glenn Scott have all reported the 
entry into service at Stagecoach in South Shields of Alexander Dennis Dart 
SLFs 35187/90 today on the 4 and X34 respectively. I would also like to pass 
my thanks to Mark McCann for the information that he has supplied via 
Steven Hodgson over recent weeks. 

Colin Davidson and Dave both tell me that Northumbria Coaches, 
Ashington have ex Go North East Dennis Dart / Marshall 8103 (M803MFT) in 
use. However, an anonymous correspondent has indicated that this is for 
evaluation pending possible purchase of more. 

Gary Mitchelhill passes on the news from Jordan Hoggan that Redby, 
Sunderland have a fourth Optare Excel in the shape of P333HMT. 

13/10/06 

Mark Gibbon tells me that Arriva North East are expecting to pick up five 
Optare Metroriders from Arriva Yorkshire on Friday. These would appear to 
be ex Arriva North West 71/2/81/2/6 (N221/72BAL, M621/2PDP, L686SUM), 
of which two have arrived at Yorkshire today ready for transfer north. 

Steven Hodgson and Raymond Embleton reporty that Go North East have 
repainted Scania 5213 purple (joining 4969/5211/2/4), Merits 8262/5 Green 
(as per 8261/6) and MPD 606 silver (like 604/5). Also, David Mallon has 
pointed out that I forgot to mention that Trident 3883 has joined the Oxford 
fleet permenantly with 3881/2/4-8 expected to follow. 

Dave reports that Travelsure, Seahouses have MPD W383ABD in stock and 
may have another of the type also. 

13/10/06 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Go North East have repained Volvo (DAF) 
SB120 / Wright Merits 8261/6 (NK04ZNC/E) in Highwayman green. Their 
website shows the latest movements as Optare Solo 448/9/57/63/64 
(S248/9KNL, T457/63/4BCN) to Chester-le-Street for the D4 and a circular 
move of Optare Spectras 3855/6 (K323/4FYG) from Percy Main to Chester-le-
Street, displacing Optare Deltas 4791/2 to Winlaton, in turn allowing Dennis 
Lance / Alexander 4768 (J110SPB) and Optare Sigma 4779 (L479CFT) to go 
to Percy Main. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach in South Shields have numbered 
more of their new Darts. 35187-92 are NK56FCA/FH/J/L/M/N. He has also 
supplied photos of former Busways Atlanteans AVK155/65V with Keenan, 
Ayr. 165 is withdrawn, but 155 now features 3+2 seating! That sounds like 
one very full and noisy school bus to me! 

Richard Smiles tells me that Stagecoach in Hartlepool still have Dennis Dart 
/ Alexander 32762 (L762ARG). 

Tony Walshaw tells me that Compass Royston have sold Bristol VR / ECW 
MOU746R and WWY119S to PVS, Barnsley for scrap, along with Leyland 
Atlantean / Roe AUP350W and Leyland Fleetline / Alexander HSD85V. 

10/10/06 

 

Daniel Stazicker has sent some updates on some of the more interesting 
North East exiles. Ex Go North East MCW Metrobuses 3628/30 
(A628/30BCN) are with Browns of Soham, while Leyland Olympian / ECW 



3659/748 (C659LJR, B748GCN) have been withdrawn by Cedrics of 
Wivenhoe. Former Arriva Tees & Districe Leyland Olympian / Northern 
Counties 7280 (G757UYT) is with Carters Coach Services. 

 

Steven Hodgson confirms that 5212 is one of the Go North East Scanias 
painted purple. Logic would suggest taht they must be for use on the 35 (not 
much else left!), but goodness knows what name they will be given! He also 
reports MPD 605 now silver, while Paul Francis and Richard Smiles between 
them confirm that 8192-5 are all 30 branded. 

Steven Hodgson reports that the final three Dart SLFs for Stagecoach in 
South Shields have been delayed and may arrive out of fleetnumber 
sequence. NK56FCA has gained number 35187. Further movements have 
taken place at Stagecoach North east and I have done my best to 
incorpaorate these into an updated fleetlist (thanks to Chris Redpath, Ross 
Sherwood and Scott Cooper for the info). Highlights (including moves not 
officially recognised) are 14675 (H675BNL) being placed into use at Stockton 
again, 14192/4 (H192/4WFR) being stood down at Hartelpool and Hartlepool 
possibly losing Dart 32762 (L762ARG) after a very short stay and little use (it 
is listed officially as both Hartlepool AND Slatyford!). 

Peter Tuck reports that Weardale, Stanhope have Mercedes Citaro 
BX05UVZ on demonstration. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Kingsleys, Washington have new MAN 14.220 
/ MCV AE56LWN in use. This has presumably replaced the Dart that was 
operating in allover white. 

08/10/06 



 

Robert Hall and Steven Hodgson both tell me that Arriva Northumbria have 
branded DAF SB3000 / Plaxton 1202/3/14 (R292/3KRG, V214DJR) for 
service 685 Newcastle - Carlisle in rather fine style. 

 

Paul Francis reports that Go North East have branded MPD 8195 
(V195ERG) for the 30 Sunderland - Hartlepool, while Keith Shum has 
supplied photographical evidence from his girlfriend Yoyo that 8193 
(V193ERG) is also so treated. This does beg the question of what the purple 
Scanias are for! Daniel Stazicker and Steven Hodgson have also supplied 
photos showing that Volvo B10BLEs 4921/2 (X921/2WGR) and SPD 8158 
(S358ONL) all now wear white as spare vehicles. 

 

Steven Hodgson's photo above shows one of the additional grilles that 
Stagecoach in Newcastle Volvo Olympian / Alexander 16730 (N730LTN) 
now has for its Catepillar engine. Steven reports the sound to be tractor-like! 

The Northumbria Coaches website has been updated, showing that they 
have added Leyland Lynx II K101JMV to stock. Thanks to Steven Hodgson 
for spotting this! 

06/10/06 



 

Steven Hodgson brings the news that delivery has begun of the new 
Alexander Dennis Dart SLFs for Stagecoach in South Shields. Delivered 
yesterday were NK56FCA/FH/J, followed today by NK56FFL/M/N. 

04/10/06 

Steven Hodgson reports that two Go North East "54" reg Scania L94UBs 
have been painted purple. Could these be two of the four vehicles for the 30 
(Sunderland - Hartlepool) which starts on Monday? 

Anth reports that Stagecoach in Newcastle have Volvo B10M / Northern 
Counties 20243-5 (M543-5SPY) at Walkergate for refurbishment, while Volvo 
Olympian / Alexander 16730 (N730LTN) has been fitted with an experimental 
Catepillar engine and is to undergo tests shortly. 

Ross Sherwood reports that the tally of ex Sunderland Darts now at 
Stagecoach in Darlington has increased, with 32634/7/735/6/9 (P634/7PGP, 
L735/6/9VNL) all being there. 

 

John Atkin reports that Abbey Coaches Van Hool A308 J687DYR is now in 
service and that Scania K93 / Plaxton VIL6937 now wears somewhat over-
obvious decals. 

02/10/06 

 



Andrew Tyldsley confirms that Go North East have 41 Scanias on order. The 
"Pink Panther" D4 service in Durham kicked off today - photos kindly supplied 
by Steven Hodgson.  

01/10/06 

 

Neil Wise tells me that, in spite of the official allocation sheets, Arriva 
Durham County Lynxes 5009/19 (H253PAJ, H338TYG) remain in use at 
Bishop Auckland and DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4084 (J927CYL) remains in use at 
Darlington. There also appears to be a lot of fluidity in double deck allocations 
between Durham and Bishop Auckland. 

Dave reports that Arriva Northumbria have Optare Metrordier 2612 
(P612FHN) at Blyth for three weeks. 

 

Steven Hodgson has sent me the above photo of a Scania for it's comedy 
value - are Go North East trying to confuse the punters with buses branded 
"Bargain Bus" and "Bargain Booze"?!!!! Compare the products...! 

 

Go North East have applied branding for service 21 and it's new 24 hour 
operation to a large number of Dennis Trident / East Lancs and Scania L94UB 
/ Wright at Chester-le-Street (and one B7TL - though these were reported 
absent from service yesterday). Notably the Tridents have also lost their 
advert frames. Steven Hodgson reports that the new vehicle on order are 41 
or 42 (sources vary) Scania Omnicities and 9 Mercedes Citaros (sources vary 
on whether these are rigid or atriculated). The latter are expected early next 
year for an enhanced Red Arrows service. Also, Go North East have 



apparently pledged that all of their mainstream services will be low floor by 
some time in 2007. Raymond Embleton notes that MPD 604 has now donned 
silver for Doxford Clipper use, a service which Steven Hodgson reports is to 
see competition from Redby with their 133. 

 

Ross Sherwood and Steven Hodgson have reported some further fleet 
movements at Stagecoach North East. Darts 32634/734/5 are now at 
Darlington, while 32761/3 are now operating in Newcastle. Volvo B10M / 
Plaxton 20247 (M547SPY) has moved to Slatyford - more may have followed 
as only 20252 from this batch was operating at Stockton yesterday. Dart SLF 
34401 (NK53KFW) has been noted carrrying Stagecoach staff around 
Darlington, while a number of vehicles, including some Enviro 400s, have 
been sent to South Shields for duties relating to today's Great North Run. 

 

John Atkin reports that acquisition by Abbey Coaches, Middlesbrough of 
rare side-engined Van Hool A308 J687DYR ex British Airways. It features a 
full-length low floor, though the interior is to a somewhat unusual layout and it 
currently features an externally-accessed rear luggage hold. This is Abbey's 
first low-floor bus. 

John Paul Lavery has noted Volvo B10M / Plaxton G518LWU of CMC, 
Middlesbrough for sale via Plaxtons. 

Finally, a request from my good friend Peter Nardone. Does anyone out there 
have a good photo of Arriva Northumbria Metrorider 2735 (M449HPF) or 
Arriva Durham County (unused) Leyland Olympian / ECW 7225 (D231FYM). 
Peter would be happy to cover any reasonable costs for re-printing or similar. 
If anyone thinks they can help, please drop me an email 


