
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News October 2007 

 
  

 

29/10/07 

Stuart Gray gives an update on goings on at Arriva Durham County's 
Bishop Auckland depot. Optare Vecta 1540 (L540FHN) has been exchanged 
for DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4086 (J413CYL) as planned. DAF SB220 / Ikarus 
0127 (P127RWR) and DAF SB220GS / Ikarus 0793 (T793TWX) are now 
delicenced.  

 

Firstly a correction - Stagecoach North East Volvo B10M / Alexander 20722 
(K722DAO) is at South Shields rather than Walkergate. While I have not 
received any reports of any further Enviro 400s arriving, I did note 19196/9 in 
service on Saturday. A nice sighting in Hull on Sunday was of two North East 
Olympian exiles together - 16710 (recently arrived) and 16823 (long since 
transferred)! 

 

Go North East continue to paint Washington-based MPDs silver. I noted 
523/4/8 thus painted and Greame Palmer is confident that 525-7 are also 
done.  

26/10/07 

Neil Wise advises that Arriva Durham County Optare demonstartor 
YJ07VRU has gone back and that Skyexpress MPD 1761 has, following the 
thinning of service 737, gone on loan to Loftus for a roadworks shuttle at 
Fylingthorpe. Stuart Gray reports that DAF / Ikarus loan vehicles 0127/793 
(P127RWR, T793TWX) are expected to leave Bishop Auckland tomorrow - 



destination as yet unknown. Also, he anticipates DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4086 
(J413CYL) being replaced at Bishop by Optare Vecta 1540 (L540FHN) which 
has recently been up at Alnwick for MOT test preparation. 

Chris Redpath has provided an update on the vehicles acquired by Go North 
East from Stanley Taxis. Solos 613/5 (ON02STX, T2STX) are to lose their 
STX plates and become NM02DNU and VU52UEE, respectively. Other 
vehicles acquired for use are Dennis Lance / Plaxton 4774 (L141YTY) and 
Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 485 (Y2STX - to be reregistered Y475TSU), though 
the latter will become a crew ferry at Stanley. Vehicles acquired for onward 
sale are Mercedes 709 / Plaxton H922/5FGS, K457HDK (ex K2STX), 
Mercedes 709 / WS M278/9VGR (ex M2/3STX) and Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 
S95AUP (ex S5STX). 

 

Steven Hodgson, Danny Howard and Neil Watson together report a number 
of movements at Stagecoach North East. Volvo B10BLE / Alexander 21158 
(R258KRG) is the first of its type to be put to work at South Shields, while 
Volvo B10M / Alexander 20722/9 (K722/9DAO) are working for Walkergate ex 
Sunderland, where Lynx II 29629 (K629YVN) is reported to be still in use, but 
likely to be withdrawn soon.  

 

Steven Hodgson and one of his contacts advise on some acquisitions by 
Kingsleys, Birtley. MCW Metrobus A723UOE is another in stock, while it is 
now possible to illustrate recently acquired Optare Delta K756SBB. Here for 
several months (though I think I forgot to report it) is Dennis Dominator / 
Northern Counties C221WAJ, new to Cleveland Transit.  

 



It is reported that First Choice have ex go North East Optare Delta K761SBB, 
rather than a one-time OK example.  

It is reported that Garnetts, Tindale Crescent have sadly retired Leyland 
Leopard / Duple DEF919T.  

A further MAN / Jonkherre reported at Classic, Annfield Plain is T47BBW.  

Interestingly, it is reported that A-Line, Pelaw have acquired a Dennis Lance 
SLF / Berkhof ex McKindless, Wishaw.  

17/10/07 

 

Neil Wise and John robinson advise that Arriva Durham County have a 
second Optare Solo demonstrator in Darlington. This is YJ07VRP in normal 
Optare demonstartor livery, joining YJ07VRU in white. 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted Stagecoach in Newcastle Alexander Dennis 
Enviro 400 NK57DWG seemingly on a delivery or test run in Newcastle City 
Centre. Daniel Smith and Steven Hodgson have both noted that Volvo B10M / 
Alexander 20263 (N553VDC) is now at Slatyford ex Hartlepool. 

 

Steven Hodgson provides the above photo of Go North East ex Stanley 
Taxis Optare Solo 613 (ON02STX) free of any branding. A few people have 
reported that Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4911 (W491SCU) put in an appearance 
on the MC1 earlier in the week! 



Steven Hodgsonm reports that Redby, Sunderland have also acquired ex 
Low Fell Scania K113 / Plaxton J964YWJ. 

John Atkin has noted that the Optare Delta with Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe is 
one time Go North East G742RTY, while Chirs Hall has noted Volvo B10M / 
Alexander C57HOM in operation. 

13/10/07 

 

Further ex Stagecoach Darts repainted by Arriva Durham County are 
1663/84 (L737VNL, P461EEF). The latter looks particularly impressive. 

 

Anth reports that Stagecoach North East Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s 
NK57DWC/D are numbered 19198/9 and have been followed by 19200 
(NK57DWE). Thanks to Steven Hodgson for the photo of the new Enviro 
above and to Danny Howard for the photo of Dart SLF 33484 recently 
transferred to Sunderland. Steven also reports that Dart 32701 (J701KCU) is 
now refurbished - impressive given its age. 

 

Steven Hodgson and another informant have supplied some information on 
Go North East and the take-over of Stanley Taxis routes. Venture branding is 
being applied to recently repainted Solos 480/1/599 (VU52UEF, MX03YDD, 
NK54DEU), reinstated Go North East liveried Solos 450-2/65/6/9 (S250-
2KNL, T465/6/9BCN) and the ex Stanley Solos. Some of these have been 
noted numbered 613/4/6/7 (ON02STX, VU02TTK, VU52UES, MX53FEF). 615 
is presumably the former VU52UEE (T2STX) sister and former Jayline stable-
mate of 480.  



 

Steven Hodgson brings an update from Redby, Sunderland. New is Volvo 
B7RLE / Wright AE57FXW for contract work. Two Volvo B10M / Van Hool 
have been added to stock. One carries well-used Redby registration 1922FS 
and retains the old livery of Generation Travel, who I think were the owner 
before last, and the second is 523SC. 

11/10/07 

 

Alex Kennedy and Bryn McGloin both report that Arriva Tees & District 
Optare Metrorider 2710 (R710MHN) has been operating on hire to Loftus, 
while John Atkin and Marty B both report that Loftus now have Optare Delta 
4015 (K415BHN) ex Ashington. 

Marty B today noted Arriva Durham County operating white Optare Solo 
YJ07VRU on the X14 - this would appear to be on loan as part of a 
comparative exercise looking at potential new vehicles. 

 

Steven Hodgson noted Go North East operating MPD 523 in silver in 
Washington yesterday, while repainted Solo 599 was also parked up near the 
bus station (reported back at Stanley on MC1 today). Another correspondet 



has supplied a photo of white Solo 468 on the MC1 and the rare use of 
Optare Delta 4790 on Bargain Bus - it will be interesting to see if a Lynx ever 
turns up on this route. 

Anth reports that Stagecoach North East have started to receive their 
second batch of Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s at Walkergate. 14194-7 
(NK57DVX-Z/WA) and as yet un-numbered NK57DWC/D have been 
delivered and some of these are now in use. These are expected to set off a 
series of cascades that will, among other things, see the South Shields 
Economic routes converted to low floor. The Stagecoach website shows 
service changes related to the low floor conversion from 25/11/07, though the 
timetable states conversion by mid-January. 

07/10/07 

 

The photos above illustrate some of the recent movements into Arriva 
Durham County's Bishop Auckland depot. Thanks to Bryn for those he 
supplied. 

Arriva Northumbria have had something of a clear out of withdrawn stock at 
Ashington depot. Leyland Olympian / ECW 7218/27 (D189FYM, C59CHM) 
have been sold on, while Colin Davidson has noted that Leyland Lynx II driver 
trainters 9991/3 (H32PAJ, H755WWW) have been moved to storage at 
Hexham. One vehicle, however, that is now stored at Ashington is Optare 
Meterorider crew-bus 9965 (L603FHN). Also, it should be noted that the 
"reserve" Metroriders at Ashington remain in use. Optare Metrorider 2727 
(M441HPF), which was reported as dragged out of storage and repainted 
several months ago, has been repositioned next to the doors at Jesmond 
depot, suggesting it may move on soon. 

Stagecoach in Newcastle Scania N113 / Alexander 28901 (F901JRG) 
remains in service, surprisingly. 

 

Steven Hodgson has noted Go North East Optare Solo 468 (T468BCN) 
parked up at Stanley depot and repainted white. None of the "new" Venture 



Solos were on the road yesterday and only 599 could be seen in those areas 
of GNE's Stanley depot that can be seen from the outside. He also noted that 
the existing Venture Solos have been named and that Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 3957 (G546VBB) was working the V1/V2 in Consett 
yesterday. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that two ex Stagecoach MAN 24-350 / Jonkherre 
were present at Classic, Annfield Plain yesterday. They were T57BBW and 
T615DWL. While it is not clear if these are for operation here or just passing 
through, there have been internet reports of sister T37BBW working for 
Classic/Moordale. 

 

We are now into the final week of service bus operation by Stanley Taxis. 
Once the work is transferred to Go North East, this will leave just Hunters of 
Tantobie as the last provider of regular independent services in Stanley. 

05/10/07 

 

Neil Wise reports that Arriva Durham County Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1665 
(L739VNL) is now repainted and supplies a photo of recently moved Dennis 
Dart / Northern Counties 1685 (L141YVK) now at Darlington. Stuart Gray 
reports that DAF SB220 loan vehicles 127/793 (P127RWR, T793TWX) and 
Leyland Olympian / ECW 7224 (D146FYM) are now working for Bishop 
Auckland.  

A couple of my correspondents (along with a good source on a Yahoo group) 
have reported that Go North East have ordered some 20 further Mercedes 



Citaros for the 35 South Shields - Hetton-le-Hole/Low Moorsley and 58 
Newcastle - Heworth. Optare Solos 480/1/599 (VU52UEF, MX03YDD, 
NK54DEU) have been repainted into the venture base colours and have been 
noted working Stanley Taxis services MC1 and MC2. Presumably they are on 
loan there until the take-over takes effect on 15/10/07. Sister 453 (S253KNL) 
has been returned to servce, working for Deptford.  

Peter Tuck reports that Gardiners of Spennymoor will be taking a total of 
five of the driver training Lynxes from Arriva North East, though at the current 
time Marty B has noted 9986 (G508EAJ) still in use. Peter also notes that 
Gardiners have just finished repainting Leyland Olympian / Alexander 
F624MSL for Weardale and are in the process of repainting sister G676TCN. 

A regular correspondent has reported that Classic, Annfield Plain have an 
additional Optare Solo in the shape of Y295PDN, that Kingsleys, Birtley now 
have ex Go North East Optare Delta K756SBB and that First Choice are 
expecting one of the J-VHN Optare Deltas that was new to OK Travel. 

01/10/07 

 

Neil Wise, Ian Wilson, Stuart Gray, John Robinson and various other people 
have provided a few updates on happenings at Arriva North East. Darlington 
are expected to receive Dennis Dart / Northern Counties 1685 (L141YVK) and 
Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1687 (J221HGY) tonight from Bishop Auckland in 
exchange for Optare Deltas 4009/22 (K409BHN, L422FHN) owing to turning 
issues at Teesside Airport. Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1670 (M770DRG) is also 
now in Arriva livery ex Stagecoach swoops. Durham's Prismas have mostly 
been branded for service X1, with an orange version of the branding style 
employed on Teesside. Withdrawn driver training Lynxes 9987/90 
(G509/12EAJ) have been noted at Gardiners alongside ex Stanley Taxis 
F295AWW. 



 

Yesterday's special services and baggage buses for the Great North Run 
involved a number of operators and very many vehicles. My informant noted 
that Go North East had a sizable proportion of their double deck fleet in use, 
while the likes of Stagecoach and Redby were also involved. 

Thanks to the many people who have reported that Stagecoach on Teesside 
now have ex Darlington Dennis Dart / Alexander 32742 (L742VNL) in use. 
Leyland Olympian / Alexander 14192 (H192WFR) has departed for scrap. 

It is reported that Classic, Annfield Plain have Harris Coaches liveried Volvo 
B12B / Caetano in use. 

Scott Cooper has noted a red Optare Delta on the premises of Tees Valley, 
Eaglescliffe. It is not known if it is for service or resale. 


