
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News October 2008 

 
  

 

27/10/08 

 

Alex Kennedy noted Arriva North East  7261/3 (M172GRY, N162VVO) on the 
forecourt at Jesmond depot on Saturday, still in red (in which they are now 
expected to stay) and displaying a selection of destinations that a clearly 
intended to raise eyebrows! No word has been received on which services 
they are to be used, but I have a suspicion or two. Alex and Steven Hodgson 
both note Scania L113 / East Lancs 280 (P814VTY) now repainted and 
working for Durham. Wayne Picknett reports that Optare Metrorider 897 
(P56XTN) has moved from Loftus to Redcar, though it is not known yet if it is 
for service there or storage. Former 3761 (VBG93V) has again appeared on 
ebay. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes Go North East  Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3803 
(V803EBR) is now at Chester-le-Street in allover pink and that Scania 
Omnicity 5263 (NK56KJY) is at Percy Main in pink with cream ends. Daz T 
reports that eight of each are to swap. Revised Washington area services 
have now begun, with the Red and Silver Arrows Mercedes Citaros now all 
working with full branding. Note that on Sundays service 2A/C interworks with 
the M2 to form a Heworth - Sunderland service. Other movements reported by 



John Tyson, Daz T, Lee Wardle, Steven Hodgson and Ian Gordon are of 
Scania L94UB / Wright 4970 (NK53UNW) to Deptford, Volvo B10BLE / Wright 
4923 (X923WGR) to Percy Main, Optare Solo 613/5/7 (NM02DNU, 
VU52UEE, MX53FEF), Leyland Olympian / Alexander 3952 (H550PVW), 
Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 3953/5 (G522/8VBB), Volvo B10BLE / 
Wright 4912 (X912WGR) to Stanley, Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 
3896/7 (R254/5LGH) and Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4922 (X922WRG) to 
Gateshead, Scania L94UB / Wright 4941 (NK51OLC) and Volvo Olympian / 
Northern Counties 3824/5 (S824/5OFT) to Washington, Leyland Olympian / 
Northern Counties 3956/60/1 (G529/46/5VBB) and Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 
8290/2 (S726KNV, T438EBD) to Chester-le-Street, SPD 8216/7 (V216/7ERG) 
and DAF SB220GS / Northern Counties 4823-5 (P323-5AFT) to Winlaton and 
DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4865 (S865ONL) and Volvo Olympian / Northern 
Counties 3812/3 (S812/3FVK) to Ashington. John Tyson noyes former 428 
(P428VRG) for sale on ebay. 

 

Chris Redpath passes on the latest movements at Stagecoach North East . 
MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22174/93/8/9/464/6 (T174/93/8/9MVM, T464/6BNL) 
are due to move to Stockton. Volvo B10B / Plaxton 21041/2 (M40/1PVN) are 
now in the driver training fleet, while Volvo B10M / Plaxton 52082/194 
(KSU466, NUF276) are delicenced. Volvo B10M / Alexander 20272 
(M712KRH) is due to move to Sunderland. Dennis Dart 32744 (L744VNL) and 
Mercedes 709 40475 (N475RVK) have been sold for scrap. Danny Howard 
reports that Volvo B10M / Alexander 20101 (N201LTN) is currently being 
used for driver training as depicted above.  

 

Paul Thompson kindly advises that Leven Valley  Mercedes 709 / LCB 76 
"Endeavour" (P776BJU) is now back in use, repainted red following 
refurbishment, alongside yellow sister 66 "St Hilda" (P766BJU). These are a 
useful back-up to the Optare Solos. 



 

Joe Curry notes that Franks, Haswell  have Leyland Olympian / East Lancs 
PIB1180 in stock. Volvo B10M / Alexander C57HOM has been for sale on 
ebay. 

 

Classic, Annfield Plain  have taken over service 870 Hexham - Consett and 
Chester-le-Street town services 811-3. Alastair Speight illustrates Solso 
Y293PDN on service 870. On a related note, Weardale now operate Crook 
town service service 84. 

 

John Tyson has been visiting the Barnsley breakers today and has noted 
plenty of north east interest. Noted in varying states of repair were former 
Stagecoach North East  Leyland Lynxes F122HVK, F601/10UVN, Leyland 
Lynx II K629YVN, Leyland Olympian / Alexander C639LFT, Leyland Atlantean 
/ Alexander AVK169/81V, Scania N113 / Alexander F910JRG and Volvo B6 / 



Plaxton L102GHN, former Go North East  MCW Metrobus C757/66OCN, 
Leyland Tiger / Plaxton C103PCN, Leyland Atlantean / ECW MBR438/61T, 
Optare Metrorider P416VRG, Leyland National 2 FTN704W and Dennis Dart / 
Wright J61x/33KCU and former Arriva North East/Northumbria  Bristol VR / 
ECW 540 (CPT738S) and two MCW Metrobuses. Andrew Rasmussen 
additionally notes one time Compass Royston  Dennis Dart / Wright 
K127LGO.  

23/10/08 

 

Interesting Go North East  news courtesy of Daryl Mitchelhill is that Dennis 
Trident / East Lancs 3872 (W182SCU) has had its Coaster branding removed, 
its front end painted pink, with Angel fleetname and is now working for 
Chester-le-Street. Percy Main have Scania Omnicity 5262 (NK56KJX) in 
exchange, which has lost Angel branding and had its front and rear painted 
cream. Thank you to everybody who pointed out that Percy Main do in fact 
have a working on service 91, so the Trident was on a "home" working and 
not with Winlaton. Daz T confirms that Gateshead Scanias 4844-8/89-92 
(NK51OLH/J/M-O, YN51MKV/X, YR02ZYK/M) are all now purple and thanks 
to the many people who have sent in photos of them now carrying "orbit" 
branding and of sister 4949 (NK51OLO) newly in white. Daz also reports that 
Stanley are to gain the Gateshead workings on services 29, 68 and X71 and 
that Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3873 (W183SCU) has been noted working 
for Percy Main. BS and Gazza note that Dennis / Plaxton SPD 8212/3 
(V212/3ERG) are at Chester-le-Street ex Gateshead. 

20/10/08 



 

Stuart Gray records the arrival of further Scania N113 / East Lancs deckers at 
Arriva North East  ex Arriva Midlands. 7262 (M176GRY) is in use at Bishop 
Auckland, while a further pair arrived in red, expected to become 7261/3. One 
of these is registered N162VVO and both are expected to be repainted into 
Arriva livery before deployment. The Optare Solos with LED side 
branding/advert panels were officially launched on Friday in a ceremony in 
Darlington. Several vehicles are now stored at Ashington, including 
Metroriders 913/37, 2602, 9965 (R913JNL, L700BUS, M622PDP, L603FHN), 
plus a futher Metroride and an ECW bodied Olympian. Alex Kennedy notes 
that DAF SB220 / Ikarus 4086 (J413NCP) has seemingly been removed from 
use at Loftus, though sister 4083 (J926CYL), which was due to move to 
Darlington, has been operating at Loftus ex Redcar. 

 

Go North East  DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4864 (S864ONL) is now in yellow 
Bargain Bus livery at Ashington and BS reports that 4869 (S869ONL) is 
similarly treated. BS and DA both have noted Dennis Trident / East Lancs 
3869 (W179SCU) working on service 91 on the Team Valley - it is not clear if 
this is a loan to Winlaton or a slightly out-of-area Percy Main working. Steven 
Hodgson and DA note that plaxton bodied sister 3890 (NK51UCT) wears new 
DFDS branding. Ian Gordon and DA note that Scania L94UB / Wright 4948 
(NK51OLO) is now purple. A couple of former OK Travel Optare Deltas to pop 
up on rail replacement work in Manchester yesterday were H536YCK of 
Atlantic and UKZ5456 (ex J201VHN) of Ogdens, St Helens. 

Chris Redpath reports that Stagecoach North East  have despatched 
Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 14675 (H675BNL) for scrap. Ian 
Gordon has noted Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20246 (M546SPY) 
heading in the direction of Slatyford ex Stockton. 



14/10/08 

 

Martin Brigham reports that Arriva North East  Optare Prisma 3021 
(N521XVN) has been damaged by fire. Alex Kennedy notes that Loftus now 
have the services of Optare Vecta 1544 (L544GHN) and Optare Metrorider 
897 (P56XTN). Stuart Gray kindly informs me that Scania N113 / East Lancs 
7259 (M177GRY) has been measured and bridge tested and found suitable 
for use at Bishop Auckland after all, so is now in service there. Steven 
Hodgson and Stuart Gray note that Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1688/96 (J468OKP, 
M186YKA) are now at Blyth, allowing Scania single deckers to go for repaint 
for transfer to Durham. 

 

Go North East  are using Volvo B10M / Plaxton 7083 (Y783MFT) on service 
X10 Newcastle - Middlesbrough on an experimental basis for three weeks, as 
photographed by Steven Hodgson. DA notes that Mercedes Citaro 5235/7 
(NK58DWC/E) are now in service. He and Staven Hodgson both note that 
Scania L94UB / Wright 4947 (NK51OLN) is purple and Steven also notes 
DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4866 (S866ONL) is now on Bargain Bus. Danny 
Howard notes that Optare Metrorider crewbus 484 (R92HUA) is now in blue 
"Staff Shuttle" livery. 

Chris Redpath reports that Stagecoach North East  have sold Leyland 
Lynxes 29122/601/10/16/29 (F122HVK, F601/10UVN, G616CEF, K629YVN) 
to PVS, Barnsley. Former sisters 29611 (G611CEF) and 29620 (G620CEF) 
are for sale on ebay. 



 

Steven Oliver notes the arrival of a third MAN A66 / MCV at Perryman's, 
Berwick , where AJ58PZE joins AJ58PZB/C. Steven Hodgson and Bill 
Wilkinson provide photographs of some of these vehicles in service. 

 

Steven Hodgson has been up to Travelsure, Seahouses  and reports the 
arrival there of Mercedes Vario / Autobus Classique T76JBO, Mercedes Vario 
/ ??? KB02YLN and DAF SB3000 / Van Hool J788KHD. 

Stuart Gray reports that Ferryhill Village Travel  have sold their service work 
to Scarlet Band. Their Mercedes 709 / Plaxton L635VCV has been noted 
working for Scarlet Band and was for a time for sale on ebay. 

05/10/08 

 

Neil Wise reports that Arriva North East  have now received their final pair of 
Optare Solos 2850/1 (YJ58CBU/V) at Darlington. Neil also reports that Dennis 
Dart / Plaxton 1688 (J468OKP), after a few days operating for Darlington ex 
Bishop Auckland, is now at Blyth. Stuart Gray reports the arrival of Scania 
N113 / East Lancs M177GRY from Arriva Midlands. It is understood that 
several are due, though their destination in the north east is as yet unknown 



and somewhat constrained by their 14'10" overall height. Stuart also reports 
that MPD 1710 (V710DNL) is due to move to Bishop Auckland imminently to 
displace Optare Metrorider 916 (R916JNL) to Redcar. 

 

The Go North East  website now contains details of upcoming service 
changes that reveal what the latest red and silver Mercedes Citaros will be 
for. The silver ones will be for new "silver arrows" services 2A/2C which 
replace parts of services 73/74/7 and X8, while the red ones will be for the 
revised X3 service. DA notes that Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3824 
(S824OFT) is now in yellow bus livery.  

Steven Oliver notes that Perrymans, Berwick  have taken delivery of new 
MAN A66 / MCV AJ58PZC and understands that AJ58PZB has also arrived. 
Two more are to follow.  

 

Steven Hodgson illustrates recently acquired Classic, Annfield Plain  Scania 
K340 / Caetano FJ08KMF.  

BS reports that A Line, Pelaw  have finally retired Leyland Lynx F725LRG.  


