
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News October 2009 

 
  

 

27/10/09 

It has been announced that Arriva North East  and Go North East  have 
negociated a deal whereby, subject to approval from the OFT, Arriva would 
take on the Ashington operations of Go North East and Go North East would 
take on Arriva's Hexham operations. While staff and services would transfer, it 
is not yet confirmed whether vehicles would. The outcome of this is awaited 
with interest. 

 

New at Arriva North East  for the Durham Park and Ride services are Optare 
Solo 2852-61 (YJ59GJK/O/V/X/Y/KA/C-F) and these entered service on 
Monday as noted by Peter Nardone, Alex Kennedy and Curtis Rawlinson. 
They are currently being operated from Bishop Auckland, pending the 
provision of a more useful operating base nearer to Durham. Optare Solo 
2837 (YJ08XBT) is now in service from Jesmond on new Quorum Business 
Park shuttle service 555 as pictured by Steven Hodgson and Ray Parnaby. 
Steven Hodgson reports that Scania N113 / Northern Counties 7252 
(L161GYL) is now in the same unusual livery variation as sister 7258 
(N183OYH). 



 

Chris White reports that Go North East  have VDL SB200 / Plaxton 
demonstrator 9163 (YJ59AYX) on loan at Washington. Note that the Scania 
demo was 9164 rather than 9160. Steven Hodgson, Chris White and Peter 
Nardone note that Volvo B7TL / East Lancs 3980/1/3 (PJ02PZG/H/L) are now 
in service at Chester-le-Street. Curtis Rawlinson, Gary Hunter, Chris White, 
Daryl Mitchelhill and Peter Nardone note that MPDs 544/5/55-62 
(NA52AXJ/K, NK53TKT-V/X-Z) are all now yellow, with 555-60 relocated to 
Gateshead for the 87 and 561/2 relocated to Stanley. Deptford now have all of 
Scania L94UB / Wright 4935-7/54/5/68/9-76 (Y935/6ERG, NK51OKV, 
NL02ZRX, NA02NVL, NK53UNZ/OA-C/NU/W-Y), with 4935-7 (and native 
5201/2) in revised Fab 56 colours, 4954/5/73-6 in full Fast Cats X35 livery and 
4968/70-2 in full Lazer gold livery. SPDs 8201-5 (V201-5ERG) have had their 
branding ammended to "South Tyne" and are now at Gateshead, while Percy 
Main now have all four of VDL SB120 / Wright 8267-70 (NK54NKT/U/W/X) all 
in white, MPDs 518/20 (NK51MJY/KC) and SPD 8174 (S374ONL). Sisters 
8232/3 (X232/3FBB) have returned to Deptford ex Chester-le-Street, joined by 
8167-9 (S367-9ONL) ex Gateshead. Washington now have MPD 521 
(NK51MKD). Steven Hodgson has noted the ex Metrocentre circular Solos on 
other work from Winlaton. Stephen Howarth illustrates the result of fire 
damage to DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4895 (S895ONL) sustained outside 
County Hall in Durham - damage is only superficial. 



 

Chris Redpath, Danny Howard and Steven Hodgson provide more updates on 
the latest movements at Stagecoach North East . MAN A66 / Alexander 
39724-6 (NK09EGU/X/Y) have moved from Sunderland to Slatyford, while 
Slayford also gain Dennis Dart / Alexander 32631/777/8/80/6/7 (P631PGP, 
N778/9RVK, P780WCN, P786/7WVK). Now withdrawn are Volvo B10M / 
Northern Counties 20244/300 (M544/410SPY), Dennis Dart / Alexander 
32568/651/723/8/60/1/3-5 (K568NHC, P351EFL, K723/8PNL, L760/1/3-
5ARG) and Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32133/752/3/69/95 (K133SRH, L752/3VNL, 
M769DRG, M597SSB). Many of these are stored at Slatyford, though 32760/5 
and B10Ms 20293/300 are now stored at Hartlepool. Withdrawn at Stockton 
are Volvo B10M / Alexander 20837/44 (P837/44GND) and Volvo Olympian / 
Alexander 16703 (N703LTN).  

 

Paul Thompson reports the departure from his Leven Valley, Middlesbrough  
fleet of the final Mercedes minibus, this being LCB bodied 66 (P766BJU), 
which went to M&C Coaches, Elderslie, Paisley. This means that, as the 
company approaches it's 25th birthday, the fleet is now entirely low floor - 
quite an acheivment. 

 



Further Optare Solos with Classic, Annfield Plain  for the Metrocentre 
Circulars are W427CWX and Y295PDN. 

 

Steven Hodgson notes that Stanley Coaches and Martini Coaches  are now 
working more closely together, Martini branding Volvo B10M / Caetano 
P774BJF in the Stanley Coaches style. 

 

Gary Hunter reports that Premier, Blyth  have a second Autosan in stock, this 
being DX59FHC. 

John Robinson notes a further Mercedes Vario / Plaxtopn Cheetah with 
Coatham Coaches, Redcar  as YN09KHK. 

Gary Hunter reports that Travelsure, Seahouses  have DAF SB2700 / Van 
Hool 697BYU in stock. 

03/10/09 

 

Steven Hodgson illustrates one of Arriva Yorkshire's new VDL DB300 / 
Wright, identical to the fifteen due very soon for Arriva North East . Lee 



Wardle reports that Optare Metrorider 2633 (P633FHN) has replaced 
Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 2670 (R796DUB) at Ashington ex Redcar, 
becoming one of only very few short Metroriders to work north of the Tyne. He 
also notes, along with Gazza and others, that Scania N113 / Northern 
Counties 7252/8 (L161GYL, N183OYH) have had lower half repaints into 
interurban livery. Sister 7251 (L160GYL) has returned to Peterlee ex 
Ashington with 7253 (M178LYP) going the other way, taking the placed of 
Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7423 (M687HPF) to Durham (as reported by 
Duncan Laverty) to replace 7422 (M686HPF), which is now withdrawn. 
Duncan also confirms that Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton 1638 (S638KHN) has 
returned to Peterlee on the return of Scania Omnicity 4663 (NK07FZF) to 
Durham. Lee Wardle illustrates the first DAF SB220GS / Plaxton to be 
repainted into interurban livery, this being 4025 (R425RPY) of Redcar, and 
Optare Solo 2837 (YJ08XBT), which is now at Jesmond in a pink livery ready 
to operate service 555 Four Lane Ends - Quorum Business Park from 
12/10/09. 

 

Chris Redpath kindly provides the latest movements for Go North East . In 
addition to those already noted on this site, Gateshead gain Volvo Olympian / 
Northern Counties 3833 (S833OFT) and Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4923 
(X923WGR), while Deptford gain SPD 8211 (V211ERG), Scania L94UB / 
Wright 4954/71 (NL02ZRX, NK53UNX) and Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3861 



(W861PNL). Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall 578/80-91/3 (T104/10KGP, 
T272RMY, T112-5KGP, V407/9/13/6/21/2/4KGP) have all returned to their 
lessors. The latest Volvo B7TL / East Lancs from London are 3968-73 
(PJ02PYU-Z), though none of these have as yet been noted on the road. On 
loan at Washington is Scania Omnilink tri-axle demonstrator 9160 
(YR09GXP). Thanks to Daryl Mitchelhill, Steven Hodgson, Gazza and Lee 
Wardle for sending in photos of this. Lee and Steven also note the recent loan 
of SPD 8170 (S370ONL) to Ashington for the soo-to-be-withdrawn X41. 
Further repaints (noted by myself, Steven Hodgson, Lee Wardle, Gazza and 
Dan Annis) are MPDs 556/60 (NK53TKU/Z) to yellow, Scania L94UB / Wright 
4935-7 (Y935/6ERG, NK51OKV) into orange for the Fab 56 frequency 
increase, sisters 4971/2 (NK53UNX/Y) into gold for the increase in service 35 
frequency and sisters 4954/75/6 (NL02ZRX) into black for the X35. Note that 
the shade of orange used on the Fab 56 repaints is deeper than used hitherto 
and the existing vehicles will gain this shade upon repaint. With the transfer of 
the R19 Scanias to other routes, VDL SB120s are now seeing regular use on 
the 19. 

 

The majority of the 14 new Alexander Dennis Enviro 200 Darts for 
Stagecoach North East  at Sunderland are now in service, as illustrated and 
reported by Steven Hodgson, Lee Wardle, Dan Annis and myself. Recent fleet 
movements courtesy of Chris Redpath, augmented by sightings from Danny 
Howard, Lee Wardle and Steven Hosdgon, see Walkergate gain Volvo B10M 
/ Plaxton 20253-5 (R653-5RPY) and Volvo B10M / Alexander 20121 
(P121XCN), Slatyford gain Dennis Dart / Alexander 32773/85/90 (N773RVK, 
P785WCN, P790WVK), South Shields gain Dennis Dart SLF / Alexander 
33101/489-92/825/8 (R101KRG, R469-72MVN, R825/8YUD) and Transbus 
Dart SLF 34401 (NK53KFW). Withdrawn are Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 
20243/5/67/8/94/5/8 (M543/5SPY, M707/8KRH, M404/5/8SPY), Volvo B10M / 



Alexander 20261 (N551VDC) and Dennis Dart / Alexander 32724/62/79/84 
(K724PNL, L762ARG, N780RVK, P784WCN) and Dennis Dart / Northern 
Counties 32794 (M387KVR). Volvo B10M / Alexander 20730 (K730DAO) has 
departed to Grievesons, Walker for scrap. Recent repaints include many of 
the service 36 branded MANs at Stockton and 22344 (NK55AJV). The recent 
MAN A66 / Alexander E200s are all now named (at all three depots). Mutly 
reports that former Busways Scania N113 / Alexander 28914 (F914JRG) is 
now a promotional unit for Aurora lighting. It should also be noted that the 
Vovlo B10B / Plaxton with Coastal Liner is M39PVN, not M38PVN. 

 

Paul Thompson and Richard Smiles report that Leven Valley, South Bank  
have added two more Alexander Dennis Enviro 200s to stock. These are 11/2 
"Endeavour" & "Resolution" (T11/2GAJ), and re-use the registrations from two 
of the sold Solos, but not the fleetnumbers. Also now gone is Optare Solo 111 
(T111PDC), which was noted on the Mansfield premises of Johnsons of 
Hodthorpe about to be reregistered MV07CYG 

 

Joe Curry reports that Compass Royston, Stockton  have added a Neoplan 
to stock and reregistered with their well-used plate 1624WY. Lee Wardle 
notes that Solo Y256KNB is now branded as the Middlehaven Mover in more 
sombre style than the previously specially livered Mercedes Sprinter. 

Joe Curry notes that Classic, Annfield Plain  have re-registered Vovlo B10M 
/ Jonkherre WSV571 to V735FPT. Lee Wardle notes the first of three Solos 
here for the S1/S2 as previously owned YJ51JWW 

 



Joe Curry reports that Pygalls, Peterlee  have added Setra P91VEE to stock, 
while TM Travel, Hartlepool  have similar NUI6664. 

 

Lee Wardle notes that Phoenix, Blyth  have new Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 
SF59BXV in stock. 

 

Joe Curry reports that Overlander, Ferryhill  have added Volvo B10M / Van 
Hool W215JBN to stock. 

James Stoker reports that Croft Coach Travel, Stockton  have added 
Mercedes 811 / Robin Hood P743LKL to stock. 


