
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News September 2006  

 
  

 

25/09/06 

 

Arriva Northumbria are to cease operation of competetive services 153/4 
from 12/11/06, but from the same day Arriva Durham County start a new 
X21 service between Newcastle and Durham in competition with Go North 
East's 21. Alex Kennedy notes that Leyland Olympian / ECW 7228 
(A580NWX) is in use at Durham (Viva, indeed! [for bus enthusiasts, 
anyway!]), while sister 7229 (A584NWX) seems to see plenty of use on the 35 
at Ashington. Dave P reports that Dart 1688 (J468OKP) remains in use at 
Peterlee. 

 

Go North East started their "Bargain Bus" X42/X43 today, running for free 
today and tomorrow. Gary Mitchelhill, Steven Hodgson and Raymond 
Embleton have all kindly reported to goings on for today. Vehicles initially 
used were 3947/8/53/60, though 3948 was replaced by 3961 and this in turn 
by Optare Spectra 3845. Andrew Sewel reports that optare Solos 448/9/63 
have joined 464 in Pink. 



 

Richard Smiles reports that Stagecoach on Teesside now have Volvo 
B10BLEs 21101/2/5/42/7/8/9/51/3/4, though 21147/9/51 only seem to be in 
service so far (note that etched windows seem to have been removed). Ricard 
also notes that Volvo B10M / Northern Counties 20243-5 (M543-5SPY) have 
headed up to Newcastle - more expected to follow as B10BLEs enter service. 
Other morements "up north" reported by Steven Hodgson are of Darts 32778 
(N779RVK) back to Sunderland ex Slatyford, with sisters 32764/5 making the 
reverse journeys, joined by re-acquired 32714 (K714PCN). 

Tony Walshaw has provided another comprehensive update on goings on at 
Compass Royston, Stockton. Ex Delta K5URE is now in service, but 
remains for sale, while the PAG-W VRs have all now gone. The sale of 
Fleetline HSD85V and Atlantean AUP350W to Carl Ireland will not now occur, 
while that of VR MOU746R to a preservationist has fallen through. Volvo 
B10M ESK783 has been re-registered GSU230, while L8TCC now has 70 
seats, donating it's old seats to TAZ4059. YIL1227 has had service X30 
branding removed. 

Steven Hodgson reports that Dunn-Line have two more Solos. One is 
confirmed as YJ56AUX, the other beleived to be YJ56BFJ. 

22/09/06 

 

The latest updates on VOSA show that Arriva Northumbria competetive 
services 153/4 Gateshead - Saltwell Park will cease from 12/11/06. John Carr 
reports that Hexham again have MCW Metrobus 625 (C354BUV) in use on 
Haydon Bridge school service 985 for the new school year. It is currently 
running from Hexham, rather than being outstationed to Haltwhistle. 

As shown on their website, Go North East "Bargain Bus" servcies X42/X43 
will start from Monday (running free until the registration comes into force on 
Wednesday). These will use yellow-painted Leyland Olympians. Baz has 
identified these as 3947/8/53/6/60/1 (H481/5PVW, G522/9/46/5VBB). Steven 
Hodgson tells me that Optare Solo 464 (T464BCN) is now pink, presumably 
for the D4. 



 

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach in Sunderland's new Darts are 
now entering service on a variety of routes. 

19/09/06 

Peter Tuck reports the interesting news that Arriva Durham County Volvo 
Olympian / East Lancs 7429 (M693HPF) is now at Gardiners of Spennymoor 
to receive a new roof from ex Arriva Southend Leyland Olympian / Alexander 
(low height!) 5393 (F573SMG). It will be interesting to see how this looks 
when finished! Durham have now sent DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4059/82 
(R701KCU, V653LWT) - the oldest and the newest of the type in stock - to 
Redcar (thanks to Wayne Picknett for this), presumably for service 81. This 
could indicate that the new vehicles for Kickstart routes may not be far off. 
Also Durham now have Metrorider 2623 (P623FHN) ex reserve and MPD 
1730 (V730DNL) from Jesmond (there may be other vehicles involved in this 
swap), which appears to have swapped places with 1706 (V706DNL) which, 
along with sisters 1709/10 (V709/10DNL) has gone the opposite way. 

 

Steven Hodgson has kindly provided the above photo of Redby's third Optare 
Excel P322KAR. 

 

Steven Hodgson has also provided the above photo of Kingsley, 
Washington Dennis Dart / MCV PL06TGE. 

Peter Tuck has also reported that Weardale, Stanhope have a further ex 
Stagecoach Bedford Olympian - F622MSL. 



16/09/06 

Go North East have released details of their latest set of extensive service 
revisions, based around the Chester-le-Street area and routes beyond, on 
their website. This includes the news that the new D4 service in Durham will 
be the "Pink Panther" - sing the theme tune and remember the old joke! As 
has been widely rumoured the next attack is to be on Arriva's Newcastle - 
Cramlington - Blyth routes with the new X42/X43 services giving a combined 
half-hourly service over much the same routes as the Arriva 42/43 serve in 
the evenings and on Sundays, but during the day from 27/09/06. Steven 
Hodgson passes on details of a report in Coach and Bus Week where MD 
Peter Huntley states a wish to remove schools work, possibly including 
franchsing it out - like recently won service 141 which is operated by Redby 
on GNE's behalf. 

Richard Smiles reports that Stagecoach on Teesside have Volvo B10BLEs 
21102/5/47/9 (P602/5JBU, R247/9KRG) with 21142/52 (R242/52KRG) to 
follow soon. Scott Cooper was most satisfied with his ride on 21147 in service 
today on the 37!  

 

Steven Hodgson has kindly provided the above two photos of Optare Excels 
P325/9NHJ with Redby, Sunderland. 

 

John Atkin reports that Abbey Coaches, Middlesbrough have added Scania 
K112 / Plaxton F87CWG to stock from an operator in Fife. Scania K93 / 
Plaxton VIL6937 is back on the road after a long lay-off. Bedford / Plaxton 
LWC444V (ex IIW4019) and Leyland Tiger / Plaxton A317ONE have been 
scrapped. 

Pete Greensmith reports that Emanuel Travel, Middlesbrough have 
repainted Leyland Tiger / Duple A185MKE in a livery not dissimilar too the 
Tees Expressway livery it wore when operating with Tees & District as 1434. 

14/09/06 



 

Neil Wise today noted Arriva Yorkshire Leyland Olympian 584 (A584NWX) 
heading up the A1 towards Newcastle. It has since come to light that both this 
and sister 580 (A580NWX) were today transferred to Arriva Northumbria - 
something likely to delight many readers (and the author!) of this page! 
Having travelled on both many times in Yorkshire I can confirm that they are 
both fine examples - any information on their allocation and use will be most 
welcome. 

I am sorry to have to report the death of one of the most signicant bus 
industry figures in the North East over the last 25 years. Former Go Ahead 
Chief Executive Chris Moyes passed away on Tuesday. The Go Ahead press 
release can be seen here and the report from the Evening Journal can be 
read here. 

13/09/06 

Andrew Sewell has been in touch to say that he is sadly having to sell former 
Go North East Leyland National 2 (Volvo re-power) 4700 (FTN700W). Full 
details of the vehicle can be found here. Any seriously interested parties are 
asked to contact Andrew direct via email. 

12/09/06 

Ray Barber has passed on information regarding the Dennis Darts that Arriva 
North East are to receive from London this autumn. Identified so far are 
Dennis Dart SLF / Plaxton R421-31COO, though, as the engineering director 
stated back in June, there may be as many as 22. 

 

Delivery of the eleven new Alexander Dennis Darts for Stagecoach North 
East continues, with eight noted present at the Wheatsheaf on Saturday 
morning. The Enviro 400s seem to be fully in service now and notably 19035 
at least has clear film applied to its upper deck windows, presumably to 
facilitate easy repair of window etching and protect passengers should a 
window be broken. Richard Smiles and Wayne Picknett both report that MAN 
18.220 / Alexander 22662 (T662OEF) has suffered major front-end fire 



damage. Richard also tells me that as many as 20 Volvo B10BLEs may move 
from Walkergate to Stockton. I have updated my Stagecoach fleetlist with 
details of all known changes so far, but there are more to come! 

08/09/06 

Neil Wise tells me that Arriva Durham County are reinstating Metrorider 
2619 (P619FHN) at Darlington to replace sister 898 (P57XTN). He also tells 
me that Dennis Dart 1688 (J468OKP), officially in reserve, was working for 
Durham on the 723 the other day! Wayne Picknett tells me that Durham-
based MPD 1770 is again on loan to Redcar. 

Stuart Martin tells me that the new Darts for Stagecoach in Sunderland are 
35155-63/72/3 (NK56EPA/C-F/J/L/N/O/P/U). The nine for South Shields will 
not be far behind! 

Steven Hodgson has updated me on Redby's Optare Excels. There are 
three, two in red and one in white and all appear to be ex East Thames 
Buses. One of the red ones is P329NHJ, the white one being P325NHJ. 
Glenn Scott reports that these work South Tyneside College services 501 and 
502. 

07/09/06 

 

Delivery has commenced of the eleven new Alexander Dennis Darts for 
Stagecoach in Sunderland. Steven Hodgson reports that three had been 
delivered by yesterday and John Atkin has kindly passed on the above photo 
which his anonymous source has given permission to be shown. These were 
understood to be numbered 35153-63, but I understand that 35153/4 (at least) 
have been delivered to Devon, so the block of fleetnumbers will likely be 
different. 

06/09/06 

The Go North East website has been updated. This shows that 4921 is also 
to be a white "spare" bus, that Trident 3883 is on loan to Oxford and that 
Leyland National 4710 (FTN710W) has left the fleet. It also shows the 
following fleet changes:  

Leyland Olympian 3949 Deptford Stanley 
Volvo Olympian 3907 Chester-le-Street Washington 
  3915 Winlaton Gateshead 



Optare Sigma 4777 Deptford Winlaton 
  4778/9 Gateshead Winlaton 
  4782 Washington Percy Main 
Optare Delta 4792 Winlaton Chester-le-Street 
DAF SB220GS 4866 Chester-le-Street Stanley 
Scania L94UB 4991/2 Deptford Chester-le-Street 
Volvo B10B 4811 Winlaton Washington 
  4814 Deptford Delicenced 
Volvo B10BLE 4910/1 Stanley Gateshead 
Dennis Dart 8094/6/7/103 Stanley Chester-le-Street 
  8099/108/20 Reserve Deptford 
Dennis SPD 8158-61 Gateshead Winlaton 
Dennis MPD 514-6 Deptford Percy Main 
Optare Solo 448/9/57/63/4 Percy Main Reserve 

 

Paul Thompson of Leven Valley, Middlesbrough has detailed the latest 
changes to his fleet. He confirms the depature of Mercedes 709 / Alexander 
87 "St Caedmon" (N587WND) and reports that a further Cummins-engined 
Optare Solo is on order. In the meantime, rental Solo MX05OSW "St Oswald" 
remains in use. This may go some way to explaining John-Paul Lavery's 
report of a Solo working the 492, rather than the more usual Mercedes. 

Steven Hodgson reports that Kingsleys, Birtley have MCV Evolution 
(presumed on a Dennis Dart SLF chassis) PL06TGE on loan for newly won 
contracts. 

Steven also reports that Redby, Sunderland may have two Optare Excels for 
a college contact - further investigation required! 

Steven Oliver brings another welcome update for Perrymans, Berwick. The 
previously unidentified Solo is MV55CEE, while it would seem that Metrorider 
M865KCU has not in fact been sold as yet. 

05/09/06 

Transbus Enviro 400s continue to enter service with Stagecoach in 
Newcastle. All carry "56" registrations, these include some originally 
delivered with "06" registrations. The full batch is 19023-45 
(SN56AVM/O/P/R/T-Z/WA/C/F/G/H/J/M/O/P/R/U/W), with Steven Hodgson 
and Gary Mitchelhill reporting 19023-8/38-43 in service. Dennis Darts 32777/8 
(N778/9RVK) have moved from Sunderland to Slatyford and there have been 
other unconfirmed movements. 



Steven Hodgson advises that Go North East SPD 8232 (X232FBB) is now in 
white as a spare for the Blaydon Racers services. 

He also reports that the tally of Optare Solos noted in service with Dunn-Line 
(Durham), Easington Lane stands at seven - YB06VOK/M, 
YJ06YRL/M/N/PP/R. 

 

Abbey Coaches, Middlesbrough have added new Iveco Daily NX56CZL to 
stock. Also note the Skoda Octavia - Abbey are now branching out into the 
taxi business! 

Ian Wilson reports that Skelton Coaches, Charltons have rebranded 22 
(H56VRH), 23 (H596SWY) and 26 (SJI7049) as "Stockton Coaches" for use 
on newly won school contracts in Stockton. 

03/09/06 

 

Several correspondents have noted that Stagecoach in Newcastle's 
Walkergate depot yesterday turned out Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s 19038-
42 (SN56AWH/J/M/O/P) on services 62/3. More are to enter service over the 
coming days, with vehicle cascades alos starting. Thanks to Steven Hodgson 
for the above photos. 

The North East journey planner now contains data for the up coming Go 
Nortrh East service changes (Thanks to Andrew Sewell for noting much of 
this information). Several of these services will openly compete with existing 
Arriva services, these being service 29 which will run half-hourly Monday - 
Saturday daytimes Hartlepool-Peterlee-Sunderland, service D4 which will run 
every 10 mins Monday - Saturday daytimes Durham - Arnison Centre and the 
extension of two service 21 journeys per hour Monday - Saturday daytimes 
from Durham to Bishop Auckland. There are a number of other related 
changes, including the withdrawal of the 73 and 809. Steven Hodgson notes 
that SPDs 8167-9 also now carry Saltwell Park branding and reports that a 
new depot is now under construction on the Drum Lane Industrial Estate to 
repalce Chester-le-Street and Stanley. 



 

Arriva Yorkshire yesterday held an ECW Olympian farewell, with 603 
(B603UUM) running several routes around Dewsbury. Why am I reporting 
this? Well, it is still rumoured that 603 and sister 604 could be heading to 
Arriva North East. The latest North East allocations make no mention of this, 
but do conbtain a number of other interesting movements. Highlights as 
follows: 

Leyland Olympians 7211/9/24 (C102CHM, D216/146FYM) go to Durham (ex 
Bishop/Peterlee), displacing Volvo sisters 7427-9 (M691-3HPF) to Bishop. 

The entry into service of DAFs 7447/51 (R204/8CKO) at Ashington allows 
Volvo Olympian 7424 (M689HPF) to go to Bishop and Scania 7257 
(N180OYH) to Peterlee. 

Optare Vectas 1515/37 (K515BHN, L537FHN) are reinstated to Bishop, but 
sister 1548 (L548GHN) and Lynxes 5009/19 (H253PAJ, H338TYG) come off. 

Additionally, from 17/09/06 MPDs 1701/3/9/10/29 (T701RCN, 
V703/9/10/29DNL) are allocated to Jesmond (presumably for the 153/4 to 
compete with GNE) and (inexplicably) Redcar gain DAFs 4059/82 (R701KCU, 
V653LWT)! 

01/09/06 

 

Steven Hodgson reports the branding of several of Go North East's yellow 
SPDs as "Blaydon Racers" (as per 8231 above) - this should be 8219-21/3-
31. 8170-4 all now carry Saltwell Park branding and 4914-20 are green and 
gaining Highwayman Branding. Also, the Scania bendies are gaining 
Centrelink branding. Raymond Embleton reports that Leyland Olympian / 
Alexander 3949 (H589EGU) has now been repainted and moved to Stanley. 


