
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Latest News September 2007 

 
  

 

26/09/07 

 

Very interesting news is that Staley Taxis are selling their service bus 
operation to Go North East to concentrate on their taxi and coach operations. 

 

Stuart Gary reports and Bryn McGloin illustratres that Arriva Durham County 
have DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4031 (R431RPY) back in service following fire 
damage repairs (note that no service 1 branding has been applied as had 
been anticipated) and that Bishop Auckland Metrorider 2645 (P645FHN) has 
been temporarily swapped for Darlington's 2715 (R715MHN) to make use of 
the latter's CCTV system. 

Neil Wise reports that Arriva Northumbria Leyland Olympian / ECW 7218/27 
(D189FYM, C59CHM) are both now delicenced, while Roe bodied sister 7293 
(CUB68Y) has been reported as moving to Arriva Scotland West! This fine 
vehicle clearly refuses to die! 

Wayne Picknett reports that Arriva Tees & District have returned MPD 1756 
(W758SBR) to Loftus, after a breif spell at Redcar, while Optare Vecta 1540 
(L540FHN) is reported to be heading to a more northerly depot. 

Andrew Tyldsley tells me that Go North East are to rebrand their Ashington 
operation as "Northumbria Buses" over the next few days. This helps show 
that this operation is now completely seperate from the former Northumbria 
Coaches coaching side which has recently rebranded itself "NMC of 



Ashington". He also confirms the movement of the Bargain Bus operation to 
Ashington. 

John Atkin reports that Abbey Coaches, South Bank have scrapped Optare 
Metrorider M940FTN, Bedford / Duple SBZ5864 and DAF SB300 / Duple 
VIL5137. 

24/09/07 

 

Kenneth French and Neil Wise both report the return of Arriva Durham 
County Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1669 (L759VNL) from the paintshop ex 
Stagecoach livery. The majority of the seats have also been re-covered in 
NBC autumn gold moquette! 

Arriva Tees & District have sent MPD 1721 (V721DNL) back north to its 
intended destination of Blyth. Optare Metrorider 2642 (P642FHN) is now at 
Redcar. MPD 1756 (W758SBR) was noted operating for Redcar on Saturday. 

The Go North East website now has details of latest vehicle movements and 
shows that the Northumbria Coaches fleet is now renumbered into the main 
fleet series. It is reported that Scania 5226 is now black. 

 

A correspondent has noted that Gillinghams, Catchgate have added very 
smart Volvo B10M / Van Hool GIL1307 to stock. 

 

He also reports the impressive purchase by Cochranes, Peterlee of Bova 
Magiq YJ06GNN. 



18/09/07 

 

Arriva Durham County have had a rethink on their ex Stagecoach Dart 
numbering. As such, those on my fleetlist can be ignored, as the "proper" 
numbers are 1657-84 (K582MGT, K709/17PCN, L729/35-41/8/59VNL, 
M770DRG, N301/3/5AMC, P615-7/34/7/8PGP, P456/8-61EEF). These 
numbers are now being applied to vehicles. 

 

Arriva Northumbria withdrew service X64 after operation on Saturday (as 
pictured by Scott). This has allowed Mini Pointer Darts 1740-2 (V740-2DNL) 
to move to Blyth (1721 was also due to move, but is on loan to Loftus!). This 
should see Mercedes Varios 2668/70-2 (R794/2/5/6DUB) move to Ashington 
to see of Metroriders 2601/711/8/9 (P621PDP, R711/8/9MHN), but I would not 
be at all surprised if this did change at least slightly! Note also that, while 
officially taken out of use, Volvo B10B / Alexander 0401 (K401HWW), Optare 
Delta 4015 (K415BHN) and Leyland Olympian / ECW 7227 (C59CHM) 
remained in use as of Saturday. 

 

As can be seen above, Arriva Tees & District have now applied 63 branding 
to the Scanias and at least two of their DAFs. Also, Optare Vecta 1504 
(K504BHN) has returned to Stockton. 



 

By summation of my own sightings, and those of Ian Wilson, Paul Mosley, 
Steven Hodgson, Ray Parnaby and an anonymous correspondent I can report 
some interesting movements and related items at Go North East. "Large 
Logo" Scania Omnicities 5251-3 (NK56KHX-Z) have moved from Stanley to 
Percy Main to work the 308, displacing Scnaia L94UB / Wright 4954/70 
(NL02ZRX, NK53UNW) and Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3874 (W184SCU) to 
Gateshead. It is also reported these have dispalced Dennis Trident / East 
Lancs 3876-8 (W186-8SCU) to Chester-le-Street. Scania L94UB / Wright 
4945 (NK51OLJ) joins sister 4944 (NK51OLH) in losing the old Loop livery for 
fleet livery, while sister 5222 (NK54NVV) has gained black painwork for the 
same. Super Pointer Dart 8163 (S363ONL) has been noted at Percy Main ex 
Gateshead, though it is not clear if it was a transfer or visiting. Dennis Trident 
/ Plaxton 3885 (NK51UCN) has gained a pink front-end and looks rather odd 
as a result! Following the withdrawal of the ex Jayline Solos, MPDs 8189/90 
(V189/90ERG) now have Go North East Jayline fleetnames. Various white 
vehicles have now gained "Buzz-fare" advertising. Leyland enthusiasts should 
note that the recent changes at Ashington mean an increas in Lynx usage on 
Saturdays - most pleasurable! 

 

Danny Howard notes that Stagecoach in Sunderland now have Dennis Dart 
SLF / Alexander 33826 (R826YUD) ex Stockton. 



 

One of the highlights from this years Showbus event was seeing former OK 
Travel Leyland Leopard / East Lancs PWO87Y now preserved in its original 
guise. 

 

Steven Hodgson confirms that the recently acquired Volvo Olympian / East 
Lancs at Redby, Sunderland is R367DJN. Also in stock is ex Stagecoach 
MAN / Jonkherre T58BBW. 

Griersons, Fishburn have been modernising their coach fleet of late. One of 
the vehicles added to stock is Volvo B10M / Jonkherre T718UOS. 

 

New at Phoenix, Blyth is Mercedes Vario / Plaxton Beaver 3 SF57EUA. 

In stock at Park Lane, Middlesbrough is Volvo B58 / Plaxton KGD778T ex 
Jacks, Middlesbrough. 

Added to stock at Astley, Ashington is Mercedes Vario / Plaxton R789DUB - 
sister to several Arriva vehicles. 

Glynn, Seaton Sluice have replaced MAN 8.136 / GC Smith E506KLM with 
more mainstream Volvo B9M / Van Hool WSV479, ex Coopers Tourmaster. 

The second Leven Valley, Middlesbrough Mercedes 709 / LCB to be 
repainted yellow is 88 (P788BJU). 

Added to stock at Alrite, Grangetown is LDV Convoy (proper bus body of 
unidentified manufacture) N523NCD. 



James Stoker and Peter Nardone report that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have 
added Volvo B10M / Jonkherre T131JBA to stock. 

13/09/07 

 

Steven Hodgson provides the interesting news and photographical proof that 
Stagecoach in Newcastle have re-registered Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s 
19162/3 with 57 plates to NK57EUJ/H. Compare the above photo of 19163 to 
that below! 

The purpley-blue vehicle with Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe would appear to 
acutally be a Dennis Condor, registered G863FVX - thanks to the good chaps 
on the leyland_olympians yahoo group for this! Also James Stoker confirms 
that the L-class Olympian is D129FYM. 

12/09/07 

Bryn McGloin and John-Paul Lavery both report that Arriva Tees & District 
have started to apply route branding for service 63 to their Scania Omnicities. 
It is in the same style as that undertaken by Arriva Teesside for service 15. 
Ian Wilson reports that Loftus are now using Stockton Optare Vecta 1504 
(K504BHN). 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durha County's Bishop Auckland-allocated 
DAF SB220GSs are receiving the same radiator modification as some at 
other depots, which should reduce their tendency to overheat. Volvo B6 / 
Plaxton 4540 (L231TKA) has been reunited with it's engine and is expected to 
be converted to a driver trainer. 

 

Daz Taylor (together with Daryl Mitchelhill and another informant for 4791) 
inform me of some further movements at Go North East. Optare Delta 4791 
(M791HCU) is now at Washington ex Ashington, displacing Volvo Olympian / 
Northern Counties 3827 (S827OFT) to Gateshead and in turn 3929 
(R288LGH) to an as yet unknown location. 



 

John Atkin informs me that Abbey Coaches, South Bank have acquired 
Leyland National Greenway RJI6862 from a Scottish operator called 
Bennetts. Nice to have one back on Teesside! 

 

Daryl Mitchelhill notes that the Univeristy of Northumbria at Newcastle 
have replaced their Optare Metrorider N272DWY with a new Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 200 - SK07HMO. 

Tony Walshaw reports that the former Weardale, Stanhope Leyland 
Olympian / East Lancs B101PHC, which had been under preparation for non-
PCV use at ITC, Stockton has now joined National A542PCW with "Youth in 
Progress" on Teesside. The Lynx that had been in use, F106HVK, has not 
been seen recently. 

Marty B has noted that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have two more Leyland 
Olympian / ECW. One is CWR510Y and the other appears to be D176FYM. 
More mysteriously, Chris Hall and David Hunter have noted a tri-axle 
Olympian operating on Teesside (locations and times suggesting it to be with 
Tees Valley) in a bluey-purple livery. Chris noted it as G963FVX - the only 
reference I can find for this registration is on an open top ex Dublin Olympian 
operating in Oxford which was subsequently re-registered - certainly not the 
same vehicle. Any ideas anyone? 

10/09/07 

 

Steven Hodgson kindly provides illustration of one of the new VDL SB120 / 
Plaxton now with Arriva Northumbria at Ashington. Gary Mitchelhill and Neil 



Wise both report that (enthusiasts' favourite) Leyland Olympian / Roe 7293 
(CUB68Y) has continued in use at Jesmond despite being listed for diposal. 
Dave corrects the earlier report about Scania N113 / Northern Counties 7256 
(N181OYH), confirming that it has not yet re-entered service, but is now 
largely complete. 

 

Bryn McGloin notes that following on from Arriva Teesside branding services 
7 and 15, Arriva Tees & District have now produced posters suggesting that 
the same will happen for service 63. Between them, Ian Wilson, Neil Wise and 
Alex Kennedy report that DAF SB220GS / Ikarus 0793 (T793TWX) has now 
left Darlington and, although expected to go to Loftus, is now at Redcar. DAF 
SB220 / Ikarus 0127 (P127RWR), however, has moved from Redcar to 
Loftus. Loftus have disposal-listed Optare Metrorider 2642 (P642FHN) in use 
ex Hexham. 

 

Steven Hodgson and Neil Watson report that Stagecoach in Newcastle now 
have the final pair of Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s from the first of this year's 
batches in service. Note that, in spite of not having entered service before 
September, 19162/3 retain their "07" registrations (NK07HBO/P) and have not 
gained new "57" plates. Older 19030/9 are presumably now released to go to 
their new homes and rejoin their former shed-mates. The second batch, 
assuming plans have not changed, are expected to be 19177-203 and ought 
to commence delivery in the relatively near future, presumably setting off 
another major cascade of vehicles. 

Martin Brigham has today noted Stagecoach on Teesside Leyland Olympian 
/ Alexander 14636 (C636LFT) in a Middlesbrough scrap yard. This, combined 
with Scott Cooper's sightings of 14675 (H675BNL) still working for Stockton, 
would seem to suggest that the movement of several Olympians to Hartlepool 
for schools work was an erroneous report. 



 

The Go North East website has now been updated with recent fleet 
movements and the allocation now includes all of the Northumbria Coaches 
bus fleet. Those not previously reported are of Optare Solo 468 (T468BCN) 
from Percy Main to Disposal, sisters 480/1 (VU52UEF, MX03YDD) from 
Deptford to Disposal, Dennis Trident / East Lancs 3801 (V801EBR) from 
Percy Main to Chester-le-Street, Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties 3812/3 
(S812/3FVK) from Percy Main to Washington, 3827/8 (S827/8OFT) from 
Gateshead to Washington, 3904/5 (R262/3LGH) from Ashington to Chester-
le-Street, 3926 (R285LGH) from Deptford to Stanley, 3933/4/9/40 
(R392/3/8/9LGH) from Gateshead to Deptford and 3935-8 (R394-7LGH) from 
Chester-le-Street to Deptford, Volvo B10B / Alexander 4810 (L210KEF) from 
Chester-le-Street to Winlaton, 4811 (L211KEF) from Stanley to Winlaton, 
Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4823 (X923WGR) from Stanley to Gateshead and 
Dennis Dart / Marshall 8103 (M813GFT) from Ashington to Disposal. Another 
weekend Metrocentre service introduced is the X57 from South Shields, 
worked by Deptford Olympians. Gary Mitchelhill and another correspondent 
both report that "Coaster" Dennis Trident 3804 (V804EBR) has recived a full 
internal refurbishment, along with "Diamond" Volvo B10BLE / Wright 4838/9 
(R838/9PRG). It is understood that Trident 3803 (V803EBR) has been 
similarly treated. 

Both myself and Steven Hodgson have noted that Northumbria Coaches 
Volvo B12RT / Jonkhere LJV273 has been rebranded NMC of 
Northumberland. One would presume that this is the seperate coaching unit 
adopting its new identity, conveniently using the initials from the former 
"Northumbria Mini Coaches" identity. 

 

Paul Thompson of Leven Valley has kindly provided an update on two of the 
vehicles to recently leave his fleet. Mercedes 711 / LCB 58 "William Wallace" 
(N458RNR) left on 23/08/07 and Mercedes 709 / Alexander 77 "St Bede" 
(M677JFP) left on 06/09/07, both now stored at the premises of K Line 
(Teamdeck), Honley awaiting export to Africa! 



 

One of my correspondents provides an interesting illustration of one of the ex 
Go North East Optare Sigmas with First Choice. It has had it's GNE livery 
modified with silver paint and has been given "Tyneside Travel" fleetnames. 

Peter Barclay has noted a white Volvo Olympian / East Lancs on the premises 
of Redby, Sunderland. It is from the R-DJN batch new to Harris Bus, Grays 
and is highly likely to be one of the ones previously operated by UK North in 
Manchester. 

Steven Oliver reports that Perrymans, Berwick have Cummins-engined 
Optare Solo MX54KXR on loan for service 32. He also notes that Optare 
Metrorider M865KCU continues to plod on regardless! 

 

And finally...... A couple of NE-related photos from the excellent Johnsons of 
Hodthorpe Bristol VR running day on Saturday. Firstly for Darlington 
Corporation fans we have Daimler half-cab 304VHN, now with Wilfreda 
Beehive, Adwick-le-Street for wedding hires. Secondly, we have five of the ex 
Go North East Optare Spectras with Johnsons. One is also in their sister 
Redfern fleet, smartly repainted green. 

05/09/07 

The new VDL SB120 / Plaxton at Arriva Northumbria, 1923/4 (YJ57BVB/C) 
are in the process of entering service at Ashington. Volvo B10BLE / Wright 
4502/3 (V502/3DFT) from Blyth are moving to Ashington to work alongside 
them on the 35. Optare Metrorider 2627 (P627FHN) is now officially allocated 
to Alnwick ex reserve, displacing DAF SB3000 / Plaxton 1213 (V213DJR) to 
Ashington to replace 4015 (K415BHN). Vehciles that should now be removed 
from use, sadly, are Leyland Olympian / Roe 7293 (CUB68Y) ECW bodied 
7218/27 (D189FHM, C59CHM) and MCW Metrobus 626 (B86WUL). Volvo 
B10B / Alexander 0401 (K401HWW) is due to go back to Yorkshire. 



Wayne Picknett and Bryn McGloin both report that Arriva Tees & District 
have moved loaned DAF SB220 / Ikarus 0127 (P127RWR) back to Redcar. 
Wayne also notes that Metrorider 891 (N891RTN) is withdrawn and that long-
withdrawn 880 (N880RTN) has been removed from Redcar. 

Stuart Gray reports that Arriva Durham County have moved DAF SB220 / 
Ikarus 4086 (J413NCP) into Bishop Auckland to replace Optare Vecta 1547 
(L547GHN). Sister 4083 (J926CYL) has suffered engine failure. 

 

Keith Shum has noted that the Stagecoach in Newcastle Q2 service has 
been extended to St Peters Basin and managed to find a non-Designline 
vehicle working. 

 

Keith Shum and Steven Hodgson have both sent photos illustrating Go North 
East's new X52 service, worked by yellow liveried Volvo Olympians. Stephen 
Wilkie and another correspondent both report that Dennis Dart SLF / Caetano 
8286 (V436KGF) is now at Percy Main. Paul Moseley reports that Optare 
Delta 4759/91 (K759LBB, M891HCU) have been transferred to Ashington 
[Northumbria Coaches] (I understand 4789/90 are also there) and he has also 
noted "Bargain Bus" Leyland Olympian / Alexander 3947 (H481PWV) working 
on a school contract for Ashington. Another correspondent notes that Optare 
Solo 460 (T460BCN) is now also at Ashington. The Go North East website 
shows Optare Sigmas 4778/81/8 (L471/81/8CFT) and Dennis Dart / Marshall 
8117 (N117WBR) as sold, while it is understood that previously withdrawn 
Sigmas 4775/7 (L475/7CFT) have gone to First Choice, with more possibly to 
follow. Also, it can be confirmed that the Olympians newly at Winlaton are 
3906-9/20/1 (R264-7/558/9LGH). 

 



Steven Hodgson has noted that Premier, Blyth have acquired a schoolbus-
spec Alexander Dennis Enviro 300 MX55XGM - quite a change from their 
normal fleet! 

 

Steven Hodgson has also noted that Coopers Tourmaster, Bedlington have 
acquired a vehicle that appears to in a similar vein to that above - DAF 
SB220GS / Ikarus T826GSE, ex Swift, Great Yarmouth. 

A quick correction on Travelsure, Seahouses - the B10M previously listed is 
EWV665, which appears to have been new as D506GHY with Badgerline. 

 

Steven Hodgson reports that Nightingale, Stanley have new Optare Solo 
MX57HDH for recently won service 673 Newcastle - Whittonstall. 

 

Stuart Gray illustrates another new Optare Solo in the region - YJ07EGC with 
Weardale, Stanhope. 

02/09/07 

Neil Wise reports that the two new VDL SB120 / Plaxton for Arriva 
Northumbria, that they have acquired from Arriva dealer stock, are now 
repainted into livery and numbered 1923/4 (YJ57BVB/C). These are expected 
to be used on the 35 at Ashington. Another correspondent reports that Scania 
N113 / Northern Counties 7256 (N181OYH) is back in service after a lengthy 
absence for fire repairs. 



Neil Wise reports that the first of Arriva Durham County's ex Stagecoach 
Darts to go for repaint is Plaxton bodied 1683 (L759VNL). 

 

Bryn McGloin confirms photographically that Arriva Tees & District now have 
Optare Metrorider 2710 (R710MHN) at Redcar. 

 

One of my contacts has provided some notes on recent goings on at Go 
North East. MPD 508 (X508WGR) is now at Percy Main, while Volvo 
Olympian 3833 (S833OFT) of that depot is also confirmed as having had its 
luggage racks removed. Scania L94UB 4967 (NK53UNT) moves from 
Deptford to Gateshead, while sisters 4948/9 (NK51OLO/P) move from 
Gateshead to Winlaton and 5220 (NK54NVT) has been repainted black. 
Service X68 has commenced using spare R19 Scanias. It will be interesting to 
see how well this route does. The Go North East website reports the sale of 
Dennis Dart / Marshall 8124 (N124WBR) and Optare Sigma 4775/7 
(L475/7CFT) have been sold. It has also been reported that Volvo Olympians 
3899-902 (R257/549-51LGH)have returned from Ashington to Gateshead, but 
information received today suggests that some of these (and one or two 
others) have in fact gone to Winlaton - I'll try and confirm identities. Also, the 
Northumbria Coaches operation has commenced its Ashington - Metrocentre 
X40 service. 

 

Paul Mosley has provided some photos and notes from a trip into 
Northumberland that involved seeing many of the vehicles of Travelsure, 
Seahouses. Two vehicles that were working the 525 of which I was not aware 
were Transbus Dart SLF / Caetano HX53ODH and Volvo B10M / Van Hool 
EWV685. 



Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East Volvo olympian / 
Alexander 16710/32 (N710/32LTN) have been transferred to Hull. 


