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30/09/08

Arriva North East have still to receive their final pair of Optare Solos
(2850/1), so normal-liveried 2805/14 (YJO8ERY/TJ) hang on at Darlington.
Peterlee now have 2801/2/15-7/9/21, Durham have 2803/4/6-13/8/23 and |
have no recent sightings of 2820/2. Neil Wise reports that 2847 (YJ58CAX) is
now at Darlington ex Durham.

Both myself and Steven Hodgson have noted Go North East using new red-
liveried Mercedes Citaro 5326 (NK58DWD) on the X1 and X2, while Steven
has also noted silver-liveried 5324 (NK58DWA) on the road, albeit not in
service. Bargain Bus liveried DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4863 (S8630NL) is
now resident at Ashington, though was yesterday working the 332. Steven
Hodgson reports that Scania L94UB / Wright 4966 (NL52WVX) is now white,
while lan Gordon reports that sister 4946 (NK510OLM) is now purple.

Chris Redpath reports that Stagecoach North East have renumbered their
latest batch of new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s. They are now 19379-89
(NK58AET-Z/FA/E/F/JV). Richard Smiles records the current ongoing transfer
of MAN 18.220 / Alexander 22197/201/2/6/465 (T197MVM, T201/2/6TND,
T465BNL) to Stockton. A number of ex Busways and Transit vehicles have
appeared on ebay over the last few days - see B2140AJ, AVK181W,
C615/58LFT. Thanks to everyone who has reported these.

IK reports that Classic, Annfield Plain have ex Burtons, Haverhill Scania /
Caetano FJO8KMA/E for National Express work. It is expected that these will



be joined by sisters FI57KGK, FJO8KMF/G and these should displace the ex
Arriva Northumbria DAF coaches. Ex TGM Volvo B10M / Plaxton YN51WGZ
is currently in operation. Steven Hodgson notes D78JHY now repainted, but
without a destination screen.

In use with ERB Services under their AFM Travel identity is Dennis Javelin /
Caetano KBZ3618.

James Stoker notes that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe have Volvo B10M /
Plaxton RPP514 in stock.

Joe also notes that Lees, Durham have acquired Volvo B10M / Van Hool
VIL3861.

The new bus station at Washington Galleries opened yesterday and is a huge
improvement! It was, however, still receiving the finishing touches and was a
tad dusty.

James Stoker notes that Connexions (careers service) Optare Delta
H263CFT is now with Stockton Borough Council as a youth bus.



MLETHUHER
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This year's Showbus event took place at Duxford on Sunday. The two north
east related highlights for me were the debut of former Northumbria Optare
Delta 251 (G251SRG), which looked stunning, and Nick Larkin's recently
acquired ex Hartlepool Dennis Falcon / Northern Counties 31 (B31PAJ),
which | am very pleased to see saved from the scrap man.

24/09/08

It has today been announced that Arriva North East are to close their Loftus
depot from 17th January 2009. It is currently planned that services X3/X4 will
transfer to Redcar, service 65 will transfer to Stockton and service X56 will be
shared between Stockton depot and Whitby outstation (who retain their
current services also). | can now illustrate the Optare Versa demonstrator
currently on loan at Bishop Auckland. It is reported that Scania L113 / East
Lancs 279 (P279VRG) is now working the X1 for Stockton. MPDs 1765/9-71
(NKO5GWD/J/MIN) have joined sisters 1766/7 at Stockton, with 1768
(NKO5GWC) to follow. These have seen off Optare Metroriders 893/901/4,
2635/6 (P893XCU, P61XTN, P904DRG, P635/6FHN) so far.

Chris White notes that Go North East have repainted DAF SB220GS /
Plaxton 4862 (S8620NL) into Bargain Bus livery, with sister 4863 (S8630NL)
also under repaint. These would seem to be destined to see off Ashington's
Bargain Bus Olympians, which is rather a shame. The arrival of SPDs
8158/9/214/5 (S858/90NL, V214/5ERG) at Chester-le-Street (as noted by
KS) seems to have freed these DAFs up for this. The Go North East website



shows the arrival of Mercedes Citaro 5322-7 (NK58DVY/Z/WAIC/DI/E) for
Washington. The GNE site also shows that SPDs 8213/6/7 (V213/6/7TERG)
are at Gateshead, MPD 486 (V186ERG) is at Washington and that Volvo
B10M / Plaxton 7077/8/80/2-4 (S977/8ABR, Y808/782-4MFT) are in the driver
training school. Bluebird LMB / Plaxton 612 (NK53TJV) is withdrawn from
Ashington, while Optare Delta 4752 (G752UCU) and Volvo B10M / Plaxton
7059-62/75/6 (M59LBB, N760/1RCU, YSU875/6) are with drawn from the
driver training fleet.

Steven Hodgson reports that Stagecoach North East now have Dennis Dart
/ Plaxton 32112 (K112SRH) on Quaylink.

Myself and Steven Hodgson note that two more of the four Optare Solos
recently transferred in to Veolia North East are YNO4LWP/R.

Joe Curry noted the addition to stock at First Choice, Stanley of Volvo B10M
/ Plaxton LUI9295.




Joe also reports that Low Fell, Gateshead have ex Classic DAF SB3000 /
Van Hool W0J802.

Noted in stock with Ted Wilford Coaches, Peterlee is Mercedes Vario mini-
coach YJ57EYW.

An operator not previously seen is GB Coaches, Ashington , who are using
venerable Volvo B58 / Plaxton UGE807W.

22/09/08

Fortunately it would seem that the allegations agai nst certain
contributors to this site were caused by a simple m isunderstanding -
emails from you guys have now been unblocked, sorry for any

inconvenience. It is still worth reitterating for t he benefit of everyone
that official permission must be sought before ente ring any bus depot
and | would personally recommend only doing so as p art of an
organised club or society on a properly organised v Isit.

Piialn touctesy and © Nl Wise

Neil Wise reports the arrival at Arriva North East's Darlington depot of new
Optare Solo 2849 (YJ58CBO), while sister 2841 (YJO8XBY) now carries and
LED advert panel. Alex Kennedy notes Dennis Dart / Plaxton 1637
(S637KHN) now operating for Durham, while | have noted Optare Solos
2816/7/21 (YKO8ETO/R/X) now operating for Peterlee and many now
operatinmg for Durham. Stu Gray reports that MPD 1708 (V708DNL) and
Optare Vecta 1544 (L544GHN) are now at Bishop Auckland, where DAF
DB250 / East Lancs 7443/4 (Y693/4EBR) and MPD 1764 () are also
expected, in turn displacing Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 7429 (M693HPF) to
Durham, DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4042 (S342KHN) to Darlington and Dennis
Dart / Plaxton 1688 (J4680OKP) to reserve. Optare Metrorider 2712
(R712MHN) has come off.

Former Northumbria Motor Services Optare Delta 251 (G251SRG), freshly
restored to Northumbria livery, made its first public run on Saturday in
preparation for the long trip down to Showbus this coming Sunday. The photo



by Kevin richardson shows it in appropriate surroundings outside Jesmond
depot and can be comapred with my photo from 1998, when it was one of the
very first Northumbria vehciles to wear Arriva livery.

A good number of the new Alexander Dennis Enviro 400s for Stagecoach
North East are now in service from Walkergate. Steven Hodgson and Chris
White have both noted Alexander Dennis Dart SLF 35188 (NK56FFH) being
trialled on the Quaylink routes. It is reported that Dennis Dart / Plaxton 32112
(K112SRH) remains under preparation for service and that MAN 18.220 /
Alexander 22202/6/465 (T202/6TND, T465BNL) are delicenced.

Steven Hodgson and lan Gordon noted that Go North East DAF SB120 /
Wright 8250 (NA52BVG), which was badly damaged in an accident in April, is
now back on the road.

Steven Hodgson reports that Skelton Coaches, Charltons Leyland Lynx I
H32PAJ has left the fleet, with H755WWW expected to follow. Neither have
seen service.




Steven Hodgson has photographed new Leven Valley Optare Solo S123RDC
out on test in Middlesbrough.

Joe Curry reports that Lees, Durham have upseated Volvo B10M / Berkhof
720HKH to 70 seats.

15/09/08

Stuart Gray reports (with much excitement!)that Optare Versa demonstrator
YJ57EHU has appeared at Arriva North East's Bishop Auckland depot. It
features leather seationg and has yet to enter service. Chris White reports
that Scania L113 / East Lancs 279 (P279VRG) has been repainted into the
"interurban” livery. It is understood that this and some sister vehicles are to be
redeployed onto the X1 Middlesbrough - Newcastle. Neil Wise and Joe Curry
report that new Optare Solo 2847 (YJ58CAX) has been pressed into use at
Durham before reaching Darlington. Steven Hodgson illustrates recently
transferred MPD 1773 (NKO5GWU) working newly won evening and Sunday
service 16 Newcastle - Freeman Hospital. Stuart Gray reports that Dennis
Dart / Plaxton 1696 (M186YKA) is expected on loan at Bishop Auckland from
Loftus. Neil Wise reports that Leyland Olympian / Alexander 7271 (L271FVN)
has moved from Darlington to Peterlee to replace ECW bodied 7220
(D178FYM), while Optare Metrorider 2711 (R711MHN) has moved from
Peterlee to Ashington.

Mark McCann reports that new Stagecoach North East Alexander Dennis
Enviro 400 19378 (NK58AET) has visited South Shields. Gary Mitchelhill
reports that sister 19379 (NK58AEU) is now in service at Walkergate. Gary
also notes, along with Steven Hodgson, that the X47 MANs have all be



repainted and are smartly rebranded in the style illustrated above and that
several Volvo Olympians have gained branding slogans for service 1. Danny
Howard reports that Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties 14672 (H672BNL)
has finally fade its anticipated move from Sunderland to Hartlepool, leaving
Sunderland devoid of double deck stock.

Daryl Mitchelhill and Steven Hodgson record the entry into service of most of
Go North East's latest batch of Mercedes Citaros on service 10 at Winlaton.
Those known to be in stock at the moment are 5210-6/8/9 (NKO8SMXY/Z/Y A-
D/FIG/ZVIW). Steven also reports that Scania L94UB / Wright 4965
(NL52WVW) is now white and has noted Volvo Olympian / Northern Counties
3817 (S817FVK) working for Gateshead.

Stuart Gray and Steven Hodgson report that JSB, Coundon have leased new
Optare Versa MX08MYS.

Paul Thompson informs me that his ever-impressive Leven Valley fleet now
has a tenth Optare Solo in the shape of MAN-engined 23 "St Aidan"
(S123RDC). It will enter service once it has received CCTV and fleethames.
Mercedes 709 / LCB 76 (P776BJU) has been renovated over the summer
months.

Steven Hodgson has provided a further update from Classic, Annfield Plain .
It would seem that Tigers G324/5BRT have been re-registered PIL2160/70 in
that order. A new arrival here is Volvo B10M / Alexander H621ACK ex Wiltax.
It is understood that Volvo B10BLE / Alexander W901/2UJM have headed off
down south.



Steven Hodgson notes that Garnetts, Tindale Crescent . Volvo B12RT /
Plaxton YR02ZKU now wears a "VIP" version of their livery.

Thanks to lan Hignett it is now possible to illustrate the new Van Holl T917
Astron YJOBEBP that was new to Procters, Bedale earlier in the year.

10/09/08

| am now back from my holiday, so normal service sh ould now be
resumed!

Neil Wise reports delivery of new Arriva North East Optare Solos 2842-4/6
(YJ58CAA/E/O/V). Scott Cooper reports that Sister 2823 (YKOSETZ) is now at
Durham and that MPDs 1766/7 (NKOSGWE/F) have moved from there to
Stockton (1766 via maintenance and breif use at Jesmond). Stuart Gray notes
that MPDs 1763/4 (NKO5GWA/C) are now at Bishop Auckland, expected to
displace Optare Delta 4009 (K409BHN) to disposal and Dennis Dart / Plaxton
1688 (J4680OKP) to reserve. Steven Hodgson confirms that Leyland Olympian
| Alexander 7277/8 (J353/4BSH) are now at Jesmond. Neil Watson records
the arrival of MPDs 1773/99 (NKO5GWU, SFO4RHA) at Jesmond ex Blyth in



exchange for older sisters 1730/1 (V730/1DNL). Steven Hodgson notes the
repaint of DAF DB250 / East Lancs 7439 (Y689EBR). Former United Leyland
National 2 VBG93V is for sale on ebay.

Daryl Mitchelhill and David Gambles both today attended the launch of Go
North East's new Mercedes Citaros for service 10, which was held next to
the Monument in Newcastle. 5310 (NK58MXY) was the vehicle used, aided
by some people painted in silver paint..... Steven Hodgson reports that MPD
521 (NK51MKD) is now white, as is former DFDS-liveried Dennis Trident /
Plaxton 3890 (NK51UCT). Gazza and lan Gordon report that Scania L94UB /
Wright 4944 (NK51OLH) is now refurbished and in purple. Daniel Duffy
illustrates a "lost Angel". John Tyson photographs MCW Metrobus 3771
(C7710CN) which is now in the preservationist ownership of Mark Westgarth
ex Shoreline Suncruisers.

David Gambles illustrates Stagecoach North East Dennis Dart / Plaxton
32134 (K134SRH) now in service on the Quaylink service. An informant
reports that further Enviro 400s have arrived as NK58AEW/X/Y.



Steven Hodgson reports that Classic, Annfield Plain  have repainted and re-
regsitered recently acquired Leyland Tiger / Plaxton XHY256 (now
E961NOU). One of the existing G-BRT Tigers (G324BRT, | beleive) has been
re-registered PIL2170 and fitted with a destination display. Steven and Gazza
both note Optare Solo W442CWX in stock from Burtons.

Steven Hodgson reports that Veolia North East are further swelling their
Optare Solo fleet with four examples from their Lincolnshire operation.
YNO4LWU is one of these and has been operating unrepainted in "Village
Lynx" livery thus far.

Dreadnought, Alnwick have begun a new Alnwick - Newcastle commuter
service alongside a special service for the Alnwick Gardens. Two Neoplan
Skyliners have been added to stock for this, these being H297GKN (as
illustratyed by Steven Hodgson) and RIB4313. The latter vehicle has
previously operated in the region for ASP Travel and 1-2 Travel.



John Atkin and Andrew Rasmussen report that Tees Valley, Eaglescliffe
have acquired MCW Metrobuses POG592Y and B800OAOP from Kingsleys,
Birtley. Dennis Condor / Duple Metsec G863FVX is now for sale on ebay.

John Robinson notes that Coatham Coaches, Redcar have new lveco Turbo
Daily minicoach MX58GZF.

Joe Curry reports that Craiggs, Amble have DAF SB3000 / Van Hool
F258RJX in stock ex Adamsons, Cramlington.

02/09/08

Arriva North East introduced a completely revised network in East Durham
from Sunday (plus a number of other changes elsewhere) and as part of this
the first two of the nine Optare Solos for Peterlee entered service there -
these being 2801/2 (YKOS8ERO/U). Paul Francis captured one of the new
network of services on his camera - here with new service 23A (the former
229). Neil Watson reports that Scania L113 / East Lancs 279 (P279VRG) from
Blyth is now working for Jesmond, though this is officially in reserve. Sister
278 (P278VRG) has temporarily moved to Bishop Auckland while accident
repairs are undertaken to DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4028 (R428RPY).
Mercedes Vario / Plaxton 2669 (S352PGA) has moved to Ashington ex Blyth.
The end of the summer period of daily Moorsbus operation should see Scania
Omnicities 4659/63 (NKO5GWO, NKO7FZF) return home to Redcar and
Durham respectively, allowing DAF SB220GS / Plaxton 4080 (T81AUA) to
return to Darlington and DAF SB220 / lkarus 408 (J926CYL) to return to
Bishop Auckland. To meet additional school contract commitments, Leyland
Olympian / Alexander 7277/8 (J353/4BSH) are moving to Jesmond and sister
7272 (L272FVN) is moving to Peterlee.



DA reports that Go North East Scania L94UB / Wright 4940 (NK510LB) is
now white. He also forwards a picture courtesy of "Kenco" showing new
Mercedes Citaro 5315, seen through the depot doors at Winlaton. Paul
Francis illustrates one of the renumbered MPDs in Peterlee, while various
people have reported an increase in the use of MPDs (of various brandings
on non-matching services) in the evenings by Deptford - presumably a further
effort by GNE to make fuel economies. Neil Wise notes that Volvo Olympian
3815 (S815FVK) has returned to Percy Main, while sister 3822 (S8220FT)
has since been working for Ashington.

Alastair Speight reports that Tyne Valley, Acomb have added some further
modernity to their fleet with DAF SB220GS / East Lancs X906RHG, new to
Lakeland, Hurst Green, but more recently with Countryliner, Guildford.

Garry Luck reports that Weardale, Stanhope have added a further Leyland
Olympian / Alexander to stock for an additional school contract. G344CSG is
under single door conversion at Gardiners, Spennymoor.



